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NMRA BULLETIN

Australasian Region—Duncan Cabassi
Sinnamon Park, QLD, Australia 
M: +61 0424 844 807
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Jonathan Small, MMR® 
Millfield, Vyner Road North, Bidston Hill
Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7PZ
United Kingdom +44 7976 636592
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org

Lone Star Region—Donna Orr               
2625 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Rockwall, TX 75087
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (972) 342-8598   

Mid-Central Region—David Neff
5479 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Willoughby, OH 44094
H: (440) 269-1229 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region — Brad Slone MMR®

PO Box 313 
Dixon, MO 65459.  
H: (573) 308 7144
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Kurt Thompson, MMR®

350 Ternwing Drive
Arnold, MD 21012
(410) 507-3671 (cell)
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bob McGeever
309 W Randolph St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
H: (608) 873-4529  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane
Stayner ON L0M 1S0
(705) 428-9997  e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—David Capron, MMR®

12201 Podunk Ave NE 
Greenville, MI 48838
H: (231) 944-8576 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 8/6/2022

Northeastern Region—Ed O’Rourke, MMR®

36 Nursery Ln
Syracuse NY 13210
H: (315) 247-0494 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Frank Markovich, MMR®

1904 Chula Vista Dr.
Belmont, CA  94002-3622
H: (408) 505-2727 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jeff  Herrmann
PO Box 1012
Rathdrum, ID 83858
H: (714) 651-3903 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Pat Raymer
2655 El Caminito
La Crescenta, CA 91214
H: (818) 957-7351 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Lowell Didas
4894 S. Forest Circle
Taylorsville, UT 84129
(801) 759-7829. e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Roy Masterson
3502 Glendon Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4114
H: (423) 227-0334 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Jeff  Guzowski
4658 N Candlewood Dr.
Beverly Hills, FL  34465
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region— Art Suel
14500 Alabama Ave 
Savage MN 55378
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

NMRA Canada President—Ed Molenkamp
Edmonton Alberta T5M 2M9 
e-mail: presca@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

e-mail: hq@nmra.org
Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)

Mail: P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869
e-mail: hq@nmra.org

Library - 
423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Michael Hohn, MMR®

Morgantown, WV 26501-4535
(304) 296-6303
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
John Stevens
Tyrone, GA 30290
H: (770) 632-0753 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department 
Manager —
Gert “Speed” Muller
Murphy, TX 75094-3524 
(469) 345-0022 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: (801) 613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer Zambri
Somerset, NJ 08873 H: (732) 609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings & Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: (314) 606-6118 Fax: (314) 754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Riley Triggs 
Austin, TX 78704 H: (512) 636-3521
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Standards & Conformance Department
Manager — Andy Zimmerman 
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2023 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Dallas, Texas August 20 – 26, 2023 (https://www.2023texasexpress.com/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
 • 2024—Long Beach, California

Notify NMRA Headquarters
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CeRtifiCAte RePoRt 
July 2022

GoldeN SPike

Australasia Region
Graham Cocks, Hallett Cove, South
Australia
Phil White, Kellyville, New South Wales, 
Australia

Mid-Continent Region
Greg Gramlich, Wentzville, Missouri

Mid-Eastern Region
Dale Leasure, Toms River, New Jersey

North Central Region
Irvin Chmielewski, Farmington Hills, 
Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
George Fuchs, Hermiston, Oregon
Dewey Ypma, Manhattan, Montana
Sylvia Ypma, Manhattan, Montana

MASteR BuildeR - CARS

Lone Star Region
Marc LaChey, Richardson, Texas

MASteR BuildeR - StRuCtuReS

Australasia Region
Ian Barnes, Batemans Cove, New 
South Wales, Australia

Lone Star Region
David Crumpton, Arlington, Texas

Mid-Central Region
Richard Turton, Morgantown, West 
Virginia

Midwest Region
Phillip Burnside, Avon, Indiana

Pacific Northwest Region
Sylvia Ypma, Manhattan, Montana

MASteR BuildeR - SCeNeRy

Australasia Region
Ian Barnes, Batemans Cove, New 
South Wales, Australia
Graham Cocks, Hallett Cove, South 
Austrailia, Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
Thom Radice, Long Branch, New Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
Richard Hartley, Billings, Montana
Dewey Ypma, Manhattan, Montana
Sylvia Ypma, Manhattan, Montana

Sunshine Region
Allen Scott, Lake City, Florida

MASteR BuildeR - PRototyPe ModelS 
Pacific Northwest Region

Sylvia Ypma, Manhattan, Montana 
    

Model RAilRoAd eNGiNeeR - 
eleCtRiCAl    
  

Australasia Region
Ian Barnes, Batemans Cove, New South 
Wales, Australia

Mid-Continent Region
Greg Gramlich, Wentzville, Missouri

Midwest Region
Gary Children, West Allis, Wisconsin

North Central Region
George Van Duyne, Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Wayne Bucher, Billings, Montana
Dewey Ypma, Manhattan, Montana

Chief diSPAtCheR

Northeastern Region
Douglas Margison, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, Canada

Pacific Northwest Region
Alan Matchett, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Southeastern Region
David Whikehart, Hoover, Alabama

Sunshine Region
Kenneth Hoot, Jacksonville Beach, 
Florida

ASSoCiAtioN offiCiAl

Midwest Region
John Coy, Avon, Indiana

Sunshine Region
Kenneth Farnham, Palm Bay, Florida

ASSoCiAtioN VoluNteeR

Mid-Central Region
Joseph Martin, Louisville, Kentucky
Mark Underwood, Lexington, Kentucky

Northeastern Region
Steve McMullin, Saint John, New 
Brunswick, Canada
Glenn Mitchell, Concord, New 
Hampshire

Pacific Northwest Region
Lee Chessman, Spokane, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Michael May, Durango, Colorado

Model RAilRoAd AuthoR

North Central Region
Milt Moore, Gibraltar, Michigan

Rocky Mountain Region
Kevin Anderson, North Salt Lake, Utah 

MASteR Model RAilRoAdeR®

MMR® 713 Michael May, Durango, 
Colorado
AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region If  you 
still have questions, contact Frank Koch 
at fjkoch@hotmail.com. If  you prefer to 
write, contact Frank at 4769 Silverwood 
Drive, Batavia, OH 45103.

The NMRA® has a new
O-Scale gauge for you.
The new and improved 
3¾” x 5½” MARK V gaugeMARK V gauge is 
an upgrade from the Mark 
III gauge, and now features: 

Order by web:   www.nmra.org
Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384

All funds in U.S. dollars.  V, MC, AMEX, DISC & PayPal accepted.)

1995 2595$$
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Honorary Life Membership: The highest honor the NMRA 
can bestow upon one of  its present or past members. It shall be 
given only in recognition of  outstanding elective or voluntary 
service to the NMRA.

• Paul Voelker 

The Distinguished Service Award: Awarded to those who have, 
directly or indirectly, member or non-member, given outstanding 
service to the hobby.

• Kevin EuDaly
• Joe Fugate

Pioneer in Model Railroading: Awarded to individuals who 
through their contributions have advanced the hobby of  model 
railroading

• Bob Phelps, 1937–2022

The President’s Award: Given by the NMRA President for 
outstanding service to the NMRA.

• Riley Triggs

President’s Award for Division Service: The NMRA President’s 
Award for Service to the Division is awarded by the NMRA 
President to one individual in a Division in each Region per year, 
who has done outstanding “beyond-the-call-of-duty” work to make 
his or her local Division effective, engaging, and welcoming to 
members. Individuals are recommended to the NMRA President 
by the NMRA National Board of  Directors, National Officers, 

or Region Presidents, as appropriate, and preferably always with 
the guidance of  the Region Officials.

• Australasian, Merv Bagnall
• British, Chris James
• Lone Star, George Zapalac
• Mid-Eastern, Ernie Little, MMR®

• Mid-Central, Robert Osborn
• Mid-Continent, Whit Johnson
• Midwest, Allen Byrne
• Niagara Frontier, Pat Rivard
• North Central, no nominee
• Northeastern, Tage Erickson
• Pacific Coast, Pete Birdsong, MMR®

• Pacific Northwest, Burr Stewart, MMR®

• Pacific Southwest, Annette Palmer
• Rocky Mountain, Allen Grasmick
• Southeastern, Richard Fulkerson
• Sunshine, Jim Robertson
• Thousand Lakes, Mike Kaufman

Meritorious Service Award: Reflects dedicated and long-term 
service by a member for participation in one or more of  the various 
administrative departments and/or committees of  the association. 
The respective Department Head selects the recipient. 

• Peter Youngblood, MMR® 
• Larry Eggering 
• Mark Juett, MMR®

NMRA Awards and Honors 2022

Three big benefits of
NMRA membership:

Those are the discounts that manufacturers and hobby shops in our Partnership Program are 
giving us right now. Partners like Micro-Mark®.  Model Rectifier Corporation®.  Badger  Airbrush®.  
Unreal Details®.  Hot Wire Foam Factory®.  Logic Rail™ Technologies.  And over 30 more 
companies.  It’s savings that can actually pay for your membership!

And are you taking advantage of our other big benefits?  Like 150+ national 
convention clinic videos.  Or over 15 hours of “how-to” videos produced by 
the biggest names in model railroading videos.  Or our directory of model 
railroad layouts all over the world that you can visit.  The list goes on and on.

If you haven’t visited www.nmra.org lately, you’re missing out on some really 
great stuff.  Starting with a boatload of discounts! We make it more fun.

®

15%
off

25%
off

45%
off

NMRA Magazine Half-page 4/C  -- 
Leone
Partnership Program  8/15/18
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MMR EARNED

douG BuRtoN 
eARNS 

MASteR Model RAilRoAdeR® #704

My Road to My MMR®

I was born in 1959 and grew up on a farm 
at Abernethy, Saskatchewan — a small 

prairie town with a population of  about 
600. It is located approximately one hour 
northeast of  Regina. I farmed there until 
1993. I then went back to school to become 
a power engineer.

In the 1960s, I received a small three-
rail train set as a birthday gift, and I remem-
ber building crude tunnels, card stock roads, 
and small buildings taped together. 

In 1978, the local museum exhibited a 
display my neighbor had built of  our small 
town in ¼-scale. The module was about 
14 square feet and had nothing to do with 
railways, although the module contained a 
railway track. After seeing this module, I 
messed around with making some build-
ings using 3/8-inch plywood in ¼-scale. 
At this point, I didn’t understand what O 
scale was. I did get some guidance from my 
neighbor, Mr. Penny, on how to build these 
miniature buildings.

In 1993, when I was in college in 
Saskatoon, I began visiting hobby shops 
(there were only two) to look for materials 
to build some of  my old-style buildings. It 
was at this time that I first saw scale model 
trains.

In 1996, we moved to White City, 
Saskatchewan. We bought an Athearn 
train set for my son for Christmas. It had 
one GP40, six cars, and a caboose. I got 
hold of  the Atlas track planning book and 
built Mike a small railway layout on a 4x8 
sheet of  plywood in the basement, and 
we began to run trains. As my interest 
grew, I found my first Walthers catalog. I 
could not believe what was in this book! 
Fortunately, there was one hobby shop in 
Regina where my serious interest in model 
railroading began. At this point, I still didn’t 
know about the NMRA. I was still learning 
the difference between a GP, an SD, or an 
F-unit and what a road unit was. I started 
modeling because it was something I could 
do at the kitchen table and look after my 
3- and 9-year-old kids as both my wife and 
I worked shift work.

In 1997, I found the Regina Railway 
Modellers. I was now surrounded by active 
railway modelers — a great group from 

which I learned a lot. We even had an active 
Canadian National locomotive engineer in 
the club. I decided to model CNR during 
this time because I liked the 1950s green-
and-yellow paint scheme. The biggest thing 
I realized was there was not much represen-
tation of  the Canadian roads in the models 
being produced. So, I bought an airbrush 
and started stripping, painting, and decal-
ing locomotives and freight cars. During 
this time, we also got the internet, and I 
discovered the CN Lines Special Interest 
discussion group. I found this group fasci-
nating as they discussed the CNR from a 
modeling perspective in great detail. I could 
ask my naive questions and get answers 
from Stafford Swain, Reg Niel, Dan Kurlin, 
Al Lill, and others. I could go on and on 
with names. I still reference things I had 
copied from emails from that group and 

had pasted into Word docs covering steam, 
diesel, passenger, freight, and maintenance-
of-way, which was very important because 
if  you wanted something CN, you had 
to kitbash and super-detail it to even get 
close. I have maintained a subscription to 
the group ever since.

During this time, I also started a big-
ger layout that only got as far as track. My 
father-in-law bought me a turntable and 
roundhouse for Christmas. I had acquired 
a Campbell UGG elevator kit, which was 
scary because if  you made a mistake, there 
was no easy way to get more wood. I must 
have read those instructions at least a dozen 
times before building it. All these items are 
on my current layout. I also did my first 
scratchbuilt model of  a five-foot PTO-
driven rotary mower. When it was finished, 
I took it upstairs to show my wife. She said 
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it looked really good sitting on the dining 
table, and then in the next few minutes, she 
turned around and accidentally dropped the 
Sears catalog on top of  it! I fixed it, and it 
is on my current layout.

In 2001, we moved to Bonnyville, 
Alberta, about three hours northeast of  
Edmonton, and there were very few mod-
elers in this area. While living there, I start-
ed my second layout, again only getting to 
benchwork and track. I was doing more 
work on super-detailing cars, engines, resin 
kits, craftsman kits, and scratchbuilding. I 
would make my yearly pilgrimage to the 
Edmonton Model Railway Show for two 
days to take notes, ask questions, and see 
what others were doing. I saw models and 
talked to the likes of  Sonny Potiuk and 
Doug Hole.

In 2006, we moved to Camrose, 
Alberta, and built a new house (our current 
home). I decided by this point that I was 
going to model June 1959. I also found the 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
    

  

Bear Creek Model Railroad LLC 
Build Your Model Railroad 
CatzPaw Innovations
Clever Models
Colorado Model Railroad Museum
CMR Products
Daylight Sales (Merchandise)
Deepwoods Software
Deluxe Materials
Digikeijs 
Dwarvin Enterprises, Ltd. 
East Coast Circuits
Feight Studios
Gatorfoam 
Great Decals!
Green Frog Productions
HobbyWorx Tools & Supplies
Hot Wire Foam Factory
K.I.S.S. Method Inc
LaBelle Woodworking Co.
LARC Productions

Logic Rail Technologies
MAC Rail 
Micro-Mark
Mine Mount Models
Minprints
MinuteMan Scale Models 
Model Railroad Benchwork
Model Train Catalogue
Modelers Decals & Paint
Motrak Models
MRC (Model Rectifier Corp)
Nick and Nora Designs 
Northlandz
NScaleWorks by Mike Holly 
Old West Scenery 
Ram Track
RR-CirKits
Rusty Stumps
Scale Model Plans
Scalecoat Paint
Scenery Solutions

Showcase Miniatures
Team Track Models
The N Scale Architect
The Old Depot Gallery
Tichy Train Group 
Touch of the Brush   
 Model Weathering 
Tichy Train Group
Train Installations, LLC
Train Show, Inc.
Trainmaster TV/MRH Store
TRAINZ
TSG Multimedia 
UGears
Unreal Details
USA Airbrush Supply/    
 Badger Airbrush
WiFi Model Railroad LLC

The new 
NMRA Model
       Railroad Directory
             is now           online  and

                    ready to use!
Now whether you’re at home or traveling, you can contact other 
NMRA members for a layout tour, to talk trains, or even to join in an 
op session!   There are maps, descriptions, photos, videos, and more.  
And it’s only available to NMRA members.

Visit www.nmra.org, click on “Member Home,” 
then “Directory” to see layouts in your area or to 
list your own layout (as long as it’s an operating 
home or garden railroad).  Join in the fun!

We make it more fun!
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Not getting the bi-monthly
NMRA eBULLETIN?

Not getting the 
bi-monthly NMRA

eBULLETIN?

Not getting the 
NMRA

eBULLETIN?

Not getting the 
NMRA eBULLETIN?

The new NMRA eBulletin comes out every other month near the 
1st of the month.  Either your SPAM filter is blocking it, or you 

need to update your email address with us.  Have HQ update your 
address at: http://www.nmra.org/customer-service-request

The new NMRA eBulletin comes 
out every other month near the 1st 
of the month.  Either your SPAM 
filter is blocking it, or you need to 

update your email address with us.  
Have HQ update your email  

address at http://www.nmra.org/
customer-service-request

Have HQ update your email 
address at 

http://www.nmra.org/ 
customer-service-request

Have HQ update your email  
address at 

http://www.nmra.org/ 
customer-service-request

Small Space eBulletin ads
Version 2

12/23/14  Leone

Finding Members Only Content 
on the NMRA Website

Looking for some great how-to modeling videos? Like 
to watch clinics from past NMRA conventions presented by 
some of  the best modelers in the world? Maybe you’d like to 
watch some professional model railroad videos, or read the ar-
chive of  modeling articles featured in the Division 

Business Car Column under the NMRA@HOME icon. (See the 
second screen grab below). All this and more is waiting for you in 
the Members Only section of  the NMRA website at NMRA.org. 

The first thing to do is register. It only takes a few minutes. 
First, click on the words “Member Log-In/Registration” on the right side 

of  the red bar at the top of  the page, which will open a new page. Next click 
on the blue bar that says, “Need a username? Register now.” You will be taken 
to a page called “User Account.” Enter a username and your email address, 
then click on the blue bar that says “Create New Account.” You’ll see a mes-
sage that says an email confirmation has been sent to your inbox. Follow the 
instructions in the email to set your new password. That’s it!

Now whenever you go to the NMRA webpage, you can access all the 
Members Only content you want. Just click the “Member Log-In/Registration” 
heading on the red bar, enter your username and password, “Click Log In” and 
you’re there! For Division Business Car readers there’s even a shortcut. Just click 
on the link you’ll find in the NMRA Turntable, the e-publication that arrives 
every month in your inbox. 

Now go ahead and access all the special content from the NMRA website 
only members can enjoy. It’s all waiting for you at NMRA.org.

Battle River Railway Modellers, a modular 
club. They were set up in the local shop-
ping mall. At this time, I was flying in to 
work one or two weeks in and out of  Fort 
MacMurray, Alberta.

In the next few months, I joined the 
NMRA and started to attend 6th Division 
events. I also set up DCC as soon as we 
moved to Camrose, and I was beginning 
to get an understanding of  operations. As 
a member of  the club, I had members in 
to do clinics on airbrush painting, install-
ing DCC, constructing buildings, electrical, 
and scenery.

I have to say attending shows and meet-
ing new people interested in the hobby is 
one of  my favorite parts of  being at shows. 
In fact, I often have the controller taken 
from me during shows as I spend too much 
time chatting with people instead of  run-
ning the trains! At this fall’s show (2022), 
I will be one of  the presenters putting on 
clinics for people at a more entry-level. I 
have enjoyed my hobby and hope to inspire 
new modelers and help them progress as 
far as I have come if  they wish. I believe 
we must keep up with the new technologies 
available to us to build even better models 
by acquiring new skills.

In 1996, I read the Master Model 
Railroader® information but never thought 
I would accomplish so much on a home 
layout. In 2017 — 21 years later — I had 
another look at it and thought I had most 
of  this done already. So I began the process 
by receiving a Golden Spike in 2017. I then 
sent in the paperwork for Chief  Dispatcher, 
Electrical, Scenery, and Civil in 2018, 
Structures in 2019, Association Volunteer 
in 2020, and Cars in 2022. I received my 
MMR® 26 years after first reading about it.

Model railroading is a great hobby. It 
has also allowed me to continue my lifelong 
interest in agriculture through modeling. 
Along the way, I have met some truly great 
modelers who have inspired me, and I re-
ally must thank them. There are too many 
to mention, but nine of  them are MMR®s.

Certificates Earned  
Doug Burton, MMR® #704

Chief Dispatcher 
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Master Builder – Scenery 
Model Railroad Engineer – Civil 

Master Builder – Structures
Association Volunteer
Master Builder – Cars 


