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2017 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2017—Orlando, Florida • July 30, 2017 - August 6, 2017 • http://nmra2017orlando.org 

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
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• 2018—Kansas City, MO • 2019—Salt Lake City, UT • 2020—St. Louis, MO

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Library - 423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Bruce De Young (HO, HOn3)
23 Holiday Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
H: 973-697-8098 C: 201-803-9766
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
Allen Pollock
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0243
H: 573-619-8532 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department —
Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse St. 
San Diego, CA 92129-2219
(858) 538-9863 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
4744 Colander Dr.
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: 801-613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer
3 Buffa Dr.
Somerset, NJ 08873 H: 732-609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: 314-606-6118
Fax: 314-754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Don Phillips
5381 Heather Cir.
Mason, Ohio 45040-2269
H: 513 226-2233
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Australasian Region—David O’Hearn
PO Box 3119, Valentine NSW 2280 Australia
H: 61 2 4393 9564 M: 61 407 811 577
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Robin Swan 
19 Plover Close
Wokingham, Berkshire
UK RG41 3JD
+44 1189792448 
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org.

European Region—Alain Kap, MMR (HO, 
HOn3, On3/30)
Kammerforststrasse 3a
D-54439 SAARBURG, Germany
Phone: +49 6581-603045
Mobile: +352 691-325089
e-mail: erprez@nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Steven Barkley, MMR
2060 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 77708
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (409) 898-4403

Mid-Central Region—Robert Weinheimer 
MMR
398 Mount View Dr., Charleston, WV 25314
H: (304) 343-1428 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region —    
Henry (Hank) Kraichely (HO)
716 Reinke Road, Ballwin, MO 63021
(H) 636-394-5151 (C) 314-520-6920
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org
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Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 H: 425-337-7084 
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region— P.J. Mattson, MMR
129 East Ave., Swedesboro, NJ, 08085
856-467-0421
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Steve Studley 
5115 N Echo Bend, Bloomington IN 47404 
H: (812) 876-9726  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
705-428-9997
e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Scott Kremer
42490 Ravina Ct, Northville, MI 48168
H: (734) 420-2314 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

Northeastern Region—John Doehring
34 Hadley Rd, Pepperell, MA 01463 
H: (978) 877-9148 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ed Merrin
2115 E. Foothill Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95404
H: (707) 542-3620 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW, Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360) 308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct, San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Denny Krausman 
9609 Silver Hill Circle, Lone Tree, CO 80124
H: (303) 790-9285 e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Alan Mole 
4125 Alister Park Dr., Cumming, GA 30040-6753 
H: (770) 315-7244 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gilbert Thomas, Jr.
8119 Woodvine Cir., Lakeland, FL 33810 
(863) 412-3090 
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Dennis Rietze
39 Shelagh Crescent Winnipeg MB  R2G 1Z6
(204) 663-2302 e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

Notify Headquarters 
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)
Mail: P.O. Box 1328

Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 



ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
February 2017
Golden Spike

Mid-Central Region
Roger Clapham, Lexington, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
Douglas Barry, Glen Allen, Virginia
George Gaige, Palmyra, Virginia
Joe Parisi, Middleton, Delaware
Joe Walters, Bear, Delaware

 North Central Region
Marv Linke, Shelby, Michigan

Rocky Mountain Region
Karin Gerald, West Jordan, Utah
Gary Petersen, Salt Lake City, Utah

Master Builder - Motive Power
Pacific Northwest Region

William Busacca, Shelton, Washington

Master Builder - Cars
Mid-Eastern Region

Jerry Lauschle, State College, Pennsylvania

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington
Dale Kreutzer, Port Orchard, Washington
David Yadock, Renton, Washington

Master Builder – Structures
Mid-Eastern Region

Jerry Lauschle, State College, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
Chuck Diljak, Wayne, New Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington
Dale Kreutzer, Port Orchard, Washington

Master Builder – Scenery
Mid-Eastern Region

Jerry Lauschle, State College, Pennsylvania

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington

Southeastern Region
David Rever, Marietta, Georgia

Master Builder – Prototype 
Models

Lone Star Region
Pete Leach, Tomball, Texas

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington

Model Railroad Engineer –Civil
Rocky Mountain Region

Rick Luther, Magna, Utah

Thousand Lakes Region
Mike Engler, Lakeville, Minnesota

Model Railroad Engineer –
Electrical

Mid-Eastern Region
Jerry Lauschle, State College, Pennsylvania

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington
William Fassett, Spokane, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
Rick Luther, Magna, Utah

Chief Dispatcher
Pacific Coast Region

Earl Girbovan, Los Altos, California

Rocky Mountain Region
William Botkin, Centennial, Colorado

Association Official
Mid-Central Region

Bob Shreve, Mason, Ohio

Association Volunteer
Mid-Central Region

Bill Robbins, Lexington, Kentucky
Barbara Soward, Louisville, Kentucky
Cecil Stewart, Bardstown, Kentucky
Stew Winstandley, Nicholasville, Kentucky

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington
Mark Dance, Vancouver, British Columbia
Michael Donnelly, Renton, Washington

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Central Region

Chris Broughton, Louisville, Kentucky

Pacific Northwest Region
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington
Rene Gourley, North Vancouver, British 
Columbia

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER
William Busacca, Shelton, Washington, 
MMR 587
Dale Kreutzer, Port Orchard, Washington, 
MMR 588
Mike Engler, Lakeville, Minnesota MMR 
589
David Yadock, Renton, Washington, MMR 
590

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
March 2017

Golden Spike
Mid-Central Region

Stan White, Louisville, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
Joseph Gibson, Wake Forest, North 
Carolina

Northeastern Region
Kai Ebinger, Newton, New Jersey

Niagara Frontier Region
Roger Hauka, Barrie, Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
George Downs, San Lorenzo, California

Pacific Southwest Region
John Taranto, Las Vegas, Nevada

Southeastern Region
Keith Elrod, Philadelphia, Tennessee

Master Builder - Cars
Lone Star Region

Pete Leach, Tomball, Texas

Master Builder – Scenery
Mid-Central Region

John Retterer, Prospect, Ohio

Mid-Eastern Region
Don Borden, Doylestown, Pennsylvania
Nick Brownsberger, Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania

Master Builder – Prototype 
Models

Mid-Eastern Region
Nick Brownsberger, Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania

Model Railroad Engineer –Civil
European Region

Mike Holly, Hunstetter, Germany
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Model Railroad Engineer –
Electrical

Mid-Eastern Region
Brian Kampschroer, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania

Chief Dispatcher
Northeastern Region

James van Bokkelen, Amesbury, 
Massachusetts

Pacific Northwest Region
Mark Johnson, Edmonton, Alberta 

Pacific Southwest Region
Harold Helland, Rancho Mission Viejo, 
California

Association Official
Pacific Northwest Region

Russ Segner, Newcastle, Washington

Association Volunteer
Mid-Eastern Region

Gerald Fitzgerald, Charlottesville, Virginia

North Central Region
E. Phillip Doolittle, Rochester Hills, 
Michigan

Northeastern Region
David Insley, Townsend, Massachusetts

Southeastern Region
Michael Cummings, Alpharetta, Georgia

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Eastern Region

Dale Ridgeway, Bishopville, Maryland

Midwest Region
Larry Tschopp, Tolono, Illinois

AP QUESTIONS:  If you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP manager.

If you still have questions, contact Frank 
Koch at fjkoch@hotmail.com. If you prefer 
to write, contact Frank at 4769 Silverwood 
Drive, Batavia, OH 45103.

MMRs:  Master Model Railroader shirts 
and extra patches are available by contacting 
HQ in Soddy Daisy, TN.

MMR EARNED

My enthusiasm for model railroad-
ing had a little different beginning 

than most. Oh, I did get the Lionel train 
set under the Christmas tree; however, that 
was during a period when money was really 
tight in our family, and there was never any 
extra for trains. The simple oval with trains 
running around and around didn’t do much 
for me. During my early high school years, 
a neighbor, who was into ship modeling (as 
was I), invited me over. He also had a small 
table top layout that caught my attention. 
Later in high school, I was with a group of 
guys, one of whom had a father who owned 
a hobby shop. This hobby shop had a huge 
layout housed in a Quonset hut behind the 
store. I think that’s what piqued my interest 
in trains and away from ship models.

As young marrieds, our first apartment 
had a 4x8 layout. Looking back, it would 
have been better if I had just stuck to build-
ing structures for a future layout when we 

would have space. My poor wife was black 
and blue from bumping into the edges as 
she tried to move around this oversized, 
out-of-place, piece of “furniture.” This first 
layout didn’t get very far. It was moved to 
storage and then to our first and second 
homes, each of which had a basement. 

Then followed college and a career 
in public education. During those work 
years, I built a modest layout in our pres-
ent home on Whidbey Island in Coupeville, 
Washington. Again, money was tight, so 
it was brass track with fiber ties, 18-inch 
radius, No. 4 turnouts, steep grades, and 
the ever-problematic turnout under the 
mountain. I used sand and dyed sawdust 
and plant fibers for scenery — a learning 
experience to say the least. I did scratchbuild 
a few cars and a couple of structures during 
this period. 

After retirement in 1995, I became 
fired up once again. It was about this time 

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

Jack Tingstad Earns MMR #591
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that I joined the NMRA and attended my 
first National Convention in Madison, 
Wisconsin. As enthusiasm grew, I was able 
to gain a 12x21 foot space in the basement 
by moving a freezer, workbench, and stor-
age shelves. I put in suspended ceiling (a 
must), painted the cement floor, and in-
stalled the masonite backdrop material. The 
layout progressed quickly since now I had 
all the time (and money) needed. Using 
a modified John Armstrong track plan, I 
created a layout designed for operation.

One of my “givens” was to have a 
walk-in design to provide easy access for 
visitors during open houses for the local 
community. I have gained quite a reputa-
tion as “the train guy” in our small island 
town, and many people have called me for 
advice regarding estates and other model 
train issues.

I knew I wanted a layout with knee-to-
ceiling scenery, so double decking was out. 
The design did afford two levels on one side 
of the room, but still not truly “decks,” and 
Mount Massive in the opposite corner over 
the two-turn helix. Initially, I installed a 
DC control system with rotary toggles and 
switches for four reversing loops. After a 
couple of op ses-
sions, the other 
operators were 
instr umenta l 
in encouraging 
and helping me 
change over to 
DCC. 

For the 
past ten years, 
we have had op 
sessions about 
once a month. 
The initial track 
plan, with a 
staging yard ex-
tension into the 
crew lounge, and 
the DCC con-
trols have made 
for many fun 
sessions. Several 
crew members 
continue to 
come from “off-
island.” I guess 
they are pretty 
satisfied with the 
whole scheme of 
things.

 During all this time, I had no inter-
est in the Achievement Program. I really 
didn’t know much about how it worked 
other than there was something called 
“Master Model Railroader” available 
through the NMRA if you were a really 
terrific modeler. In 2010, our PNR AP 
Chair, Jack Hamilton, visited the layout. 
He and Di Voss looked over my work and 
saw that I qualified for three AP certifi-
cates: Electrical, Scenery, and Structures. 
Jack had been after me to get started in 
the AP for some time, and that was the 
beginning of a — rather reluctant at first 
— journey to an MMR designation.

While visiting dozens of layouts 
across the country, I amassed enough 
hours to qualify for the Chief Dispatcher 
Certificate (the only one of the certificates 
in which there was a need for considerable 
paperwork), and my open house activities 
gained the one for Volunteer. The PNR AP 
Chair kept encouraging me, and I worked 
on completing the Cars requirements. The 
last of the seven was Civil. Most of those 
requirements were complete on my layout 
years ago; however, I needed to do some 
scratchbuilding of track, so I borrowed 

some Fast Tracks fixtures from a fellow 
modeler and scratchbuilt a turnout, a 
crossover, and a gauntlet track segment, 
even though they were not in my scale or 
on my layout. 

All in all, it has been a satisfying expe-
rience even though I was initially reluctant 
to get serious about the program. I found 
out that by just doing what you do best in 
the hobby, there is a program whereby you 
can be recognized for your efforts. If your 
Region has an AP Chair as helpful as Jack 
Hamilton, you too can complete the seven 
Certificates needed to earn your MMR 
designation. It only took me seven years 
of encouragement and focused modeling.

 Certificates Earned: 
 Jack Tingstad, MMR #591

Master Builder-Scenery 
Master Builder-Cars 

Model Railroad Engineer-Civil 
Model Railroad Engineer-

Electrical 
Chief Dispatcher 

Association Volunteer 
Master Builder Structures

The new 
NMRA Model
       Railroad Directory
             is now           online  and

                    ready to use!
Now whether you’re at home or traveling, you can contact other 
NMRA members for a layout tour, to talk trains, or even to join in an 
op session!   There are maps, descriptions, photos, videos, and more.  
And it’s only available to NMRA members.

Visit www.nmra.org, click on “Member Home,” 
then “Directory” to see layouts in your area or to 
list your own layout (as long as it’s an operating 
home or garden railroad).  Join in the fun!

We make it more fun!


