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2017 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2017—Orlando, Florida • July 30, 2017 - August 6, 2017 • http://nmra2017orlando.org 

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org

• 2018—Kansas City, MO • 2019—Salt Lake City, UT • 2020—St. Louis, MO

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Library - 423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Bruce De Young (HO, HOn3)
23 Holiday Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
H: 973-697-8098 C: 201-803-9766
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
Allen Pollock
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0243
H: 573-619-8532 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department —
Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse St. 
San Diego, CA 92129-2219
(858) 538-9863 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
4744 Colander Dr.
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: 801-613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer
3 Buffa Dr.
Somerset, NJ 08873 H: 732-609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: 314-606-6118
Fax: 314-754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Don Phillips
5381 Heather Cir.
Mason, Ohio 45040-2269
H: 513 226-2233
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Australasian Region—David O’Hearn
PO Box 4590, Lake Haven NSW 2263
H: 61 2 4393 9564 M: 61 407 811 577
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Robin Swan 
19 Plover Close
Wokingham, Berkshire
UK RG41 3JD
+44 1189792448 
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org.

European Region—Alain Kap, MMR (HO, 
HOn3, On3/30)
Kammerforststrasse 3a
D-54439 SAARBURG, Germany
Phone: +49 6581-603045
Mobile: +352 691-325089
e-mail: erprez@nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Steven Barkley, MMR
2060 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 77708
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (409) 898-4403

Mid-Central Region—Steve Kaplan 
3238 Belvoir Blvd.
Beachwood, OH 44122
216-561-1648 
e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region —    
Henry (Hank) Kraichely (HO)
716 Reinke Road, Ballwin, MO 63021
(H) 636-394-5151 (C) 314-520-6920
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS
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NMRA Communications Director
VACANT

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 H: 425-337-7084 
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region— P.J. Mattson, MMR
129 East Ave., Swedesboro, NJ, 08085
856-467-0421
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Paul Mangan 
6187 Sun Valley Pkwy, Oregon, WI 53574 
H: (608) 835-9577  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
705-428-9997
e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Dave McMullian (HO)
279 S. River Rd., Waterville, OH 43566
H: (419) 878-4888 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

Northeastern Region—John Doehring
34 Hadley Rd, Pepperell, MA 01463 
H: (978) 877-9148 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ed Merrin
2115 E. Foothill Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95404
H: (707) 542-3620 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW, Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360) 308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct, San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Denny Krausman 
9609 Silver Hill Circle, Lone Tree, CO 80124
H: (303) 790-9285 e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Alan Mole 
4125 Alister Park Dr., Cumming, GA 30040-6753 
H: (770) 315-7244 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gilbert Thomas, Jr.
8119 Woodvine Cir., Lakeland, FL 33810 
(863) 412-3090 
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Dennis Rietze
39 Shelagh Crescent Winnipeg MB  R2G 1Z6
(204) 663-2302 e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

Notify Headquarters 
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)
Mail: P.O. Box 1328

Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
SEPTEMBER 2016

Golden Spike
Mid-Central Region

Thomas Miller, Lexington, Kentucky
Mark Norman, Louisville, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
Jonathan Black, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania

Southeastern Region
Sylvester Ivory, Jr., Jasper, Alabama

Thousand Lakes Region
Thomas Gay, Fargo, North Dakota

Master Builder – Cars
Pacific Coast Region

Mike Blumensaadt, San Francisco, California

Master Builder – Structures
British Region

Peter Bowen, East Horrington, Somerset, 
England

North Central Region
David Zolnierek, Presque Isle, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Tyler Whitcomb, Tacoma, Washington

Master Builder – Scenery
Mid-Eastern Region

Ernest Little, Manassas, Virginia
Alden Smith, Wayne, Pennsylvania

Midwest Region
Dr. Bill Clancy, Verona, Wisconsin

Master Builder – Prototype 
Models

Northeastern Region
Thomas Oxnard, Exeter, New Hampshire

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Mid-Eastern Region

Charles Long, Fort Washington, 
Pennsylvania

Model Railroad Engineer –
Electrical

Mid-Eastern Region
Charles Long, Fort Washington, 
Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
Craig Bisgeier, Clifton, New Jersey

Chief Dispatcher
Mid-Eastern Region

Rodney Vance, Farmville, Virginia

Niagara Frontier Region
John Wagner, Baden, Ontario

Association Official
Midwest Region

Keith Thomsen, Madison, Wisconsin
Michael Vivion, Fitchburg, Wisconsin

Pacific Northwest Region
Scott Calvert, Coquitlam, British Columbia

Association Volunteer
British Region

Mick Moignard, Oakley, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire, England
Tom Watson, Egham, Surrey, England

Midwest Region
Phillip Berry, McFarland, Wisconsin
Jeremy Bubb, Vermont, Illinois
Larry Enlow, Belleville, Wisconsin
Charles Karpelenia, Cottage Grove, 
Wisconsin
Kenneth Reigle, Fitchburg, Wisconsin
Fred Robinson, Richland Center, Wisconsin
Rick Saviano, Wheaton, Illinois
Donn Tolley, Fitchburg, Wisconsin
Michael Vivion, Fitchburg, Wisconsin
Scott Willoughby, Spring Valley, Illinois

Thousand Lakes Region
Thomas Gay, Fargo, North Dakota

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Eastern Region

James Murphy, Cary, North Carolina
Rodney Vance, Farmville, Virginia

Midwest Region
Rick Saviano, Wheaton, Illinois

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER
MMR 579 Mike Blumensaadt, San 
Francisco, California

AP QUESTIONS 
 If you have questions about the 
Achievement Program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP manager. 
If you still have questions, contact Frank 
Koch at fjkoch@hotmail.com If you prefer 
to write, contact Frank at 4769 Silverwood 
Drive, Batavia, OH 45103. 

MMR GROUP 
 All Master Model Railroaders (MMR) 
are invited to work with other MMRs by 
contacting C.J. Riley, MMR, at cjriley42@
yahoo.com.
 MMRs: Master Model Railroader 
shirts and extra patches are available by 
contacting HQ in Soddy Daily, TN

Each year, tens of millions of dollars are donated to charities all across 
America. These tax-deductible donations can include the NMRA, an 
educational not-for-profit association that educates, provides outreach, 
and creates standards for model railroaders around the world.

NMRA members can check with their local employer to see what they 
can do to make a payroll deduction to the NMRA that fits their 
company’s budget. Several large corporations also provide a match 
program through doublethedonation.com. As a participant, you provide 
a donation and your employer matches your donation. The NMRA uses 
these funds to continue to educate, promote, and develop standards, 
so all may enjoy the greatest hobby in the world. 

We appreciate any and all donations and you will be doing yourself 
and your hobby some good. 

Help your employer donate to a great cause.  

Did you know ?
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Moving from Indiana to Arizona in 
the early 1950s helped to foster my 

later love of trains. Out West, the roads and 
the railroad tracks next to them (I think 
the tracks came first) are very straight and 
level. As we traveled in our car at a speed 
just a bit faster than the train, we would 

catch up to it, and I would have an oppor-
tunity to count the cars as we progressed 
— 25, 50, 100, and more. Then, the smoke 
would appear and finally the huge black 
monster pulling all those cars would come 
into view. 

Steam engines have always been my 
favorite and a 
major reason 
why I model 
in the 1950s.  
Model railroad-
ing started for 
me also in the 
1950s, when 
my father pre-
sented me with 
an American 
Flyer set for 
Christmas. We 
built a layout 
around the 
b a s e m e n t ’ s 
huge oil furnace 
with all the oc-
topus ducts. We 
had just started 
the popular 
“railroad that 
grows” as a Boy 
Scout project 

when we moved to Michigan, and all was 
boxed up. 

Things got packed up again when I 
went to college. In the early 1970s, I ob-
served a Kadee coupler demo in a local 
hobby shop. My thoughts were immedi-
ate — we can really operate now. I started 
a new layout the next week. 

My current layout is a double-deck, 
850-foot main line that keeps 15 operators 
very busy for three-hour operating sessions 
using those Kadee couplers. 

About 25 years ago, we started a 
Round Robin — the Little Finger Train 
Group —of three layouts, but something 
was missing. The NMRA was a long ways 
away. True, we could journey to Division 
meetings and Regional conventions, but 
the driving distance of three to five hours 
was a deterrent. With the help of our NCR 
President, Dave McMullian, and Central 
District Director, Pete Magoun, MMR,  
we created our own Division. The “Tip of 
the Mitt” brought the NMRA to north-
ern Michigan. Being elected Division 2 
Superintendent gave me the opportunity 
to serve on the NCR Board of Directors. 
This has given me great insight into the 
workings of the NCR and its leadership 
goals. 

One of the expectations of being a 
Master Model Railroader is service to the 
NMRA. Continuation on the NCR BOD 
as the vice president will permit me to 
be an ambassador for this great hobby 
in a leadership role. Looking at the his-
tory of the NMRA and the number of 
MMRs compared to the total number of 
members past and present humbles me as 
to the very small minority that has been 
honored with the MMR achievement. It 
takes a good amount of time to complete 
the requirements and paperwork to earn 
the seven certificates. You can spread that 
time out over many years, or make a com-
mitment to do it now. The ones I chose 
were (Dispatcher, Electrical, Author, 
Cars, Scenery, Civil and my favorite, 
Structures). While a couple of these took 
me out of my “comfort zone,” they did 
show me new modeling techniques that 
I continue to use. We all need a hobby, 
and this one offers more variety, oppor-
tunities, challenges, and camaraderie than 
any other. There are many great aspects 
of this hobby, but the NMRA members 
are the best.

Scale Rails (1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 

Improve your 
modeling with 

a few sheets of
paper.

That's exactly what happens when you participate 
in the National Model Railroad Association’s
Achievement Program. One Merit Award here,
another there, and pretty soon you're on your way
to becoming a Master Model Railroader. All the
while learning and having a ton of fun.

The Achievement Program is modelers 
helping modelers become
better modelers and get the
most out of their hobby.
And it's yet another benefit
of NMRA membership.

Visit www.nmra.org.
Then improve your 
skills. And your hobby.

We make it even more fun.
w w w . n m r a . o r g

4 2 3 - 8 9 2 - 2 8 4 6

MMR EARNED

Dave Capron Earns MMR #576
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