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2015 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2015—Portland, Oregon • August 23–30 • www.nmra2015portland.org 

Train Show Booth Reservations—Susan Straub, Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 • nmrants@yahoo.com

• 2016—Indianapolis, IN • 2017—Orlando, FL • 2018—Kansas City, MO

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Library - 423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Bruce De Young
23 Holiday Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
H: 973-697-8098 C: 201-803-9766
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
Allen Pollock
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0243
H: 573-619-8532 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department —
Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse St. 
San Diego, CA 92129-2219
(858) 538-9863 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
4744 Colander Dr.
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: 801-613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Department — Director VACANT
Marketing Department — VP
Page Martin
PO Box 14789
Long Beach, CA 90853 H: 714-234-4488
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: 314-606-6118
Fax: 314-754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Don Phillips
5381 Heather Cir.
Mason, Ohio 45040-2269
513 226-2233
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Australasian Region—David O’Hearn
PO Box 4590, Lake Haven NSW 2263
H: 61 2 4393 9564 M: 61 407 811 577
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Mike Arnold 
3 Boxgate, Crowborough
East Sussex, UK TN6 1SF
H: +44 1892 459967
C: +44 07808 323094 
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org.

European Region—Alain KAP, MMR (HO, 
HOn3, On3/30)
Kammerforststrasse 3a
D-54439 SAARBURG, Germany
Phone: +49 6581-603045
Mobile: +352 691-325089
e-mail: eprez@nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Steven Barkley, MMR
2060 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 77708
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (409) 898-4403

Mid-Central Region—Steve Kaplan 
e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Whit Johnson
1117 E 16th St S Newton, IA 50208-5076
H: (641) 792-0712
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region— P.J. Mattson, MMR
129 East Ave., Swedesboro, NJ, 08085
856-467-0421.  
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 5-31-15

NMRA Communications Director
VACANT

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 H: 425-337-7084 
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Midwest Region—Paul Mangan 
6187 Sun Valley Pkwy, Oregon, WI 53574 
H: (608) 835-9577  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
705-428-9997
e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Dave McMullian (HO)
279 S. River Rd., Waterville, OH 43566
H: (419) 878-4888 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres
2081 Horne St., San Leandro, CA 94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Mike Highsmith
32931 174th Place SE Auburn WA 98092
H: (253) 381-3636 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Carl Heimberger
1256 Old Hickory Road, Corona, CA 92882
H: (951) 256-1319 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Gary Myers 
3717 S. Walden St. Aurora, CO 80013-3517
H: (720) 837-4393 e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Glen Hall, MMR 
609 Phyllis Street, Pensacola, FL 32503 
H: (850) 982-2795 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gilbert Thomas, Jr.
8119 Woodvine Cir., Lakeland, FL 33810 
(863) 412-3090 
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Dennis Rietze
39 Shelagh Crescent
Winnipeg MB  R2G 1Z6
(204) 663-2302
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

Notify Headquarters 
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)
Mail: P.O. Box 1328

Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 
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Golden Spike
Australasian Region

Patrick Britten, Devenport, Tasmania
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia
Sheila Fowler, Medowie, New South Wales
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills, 
Queensland, Australia
William Rohr, Pacific Pine, Queensland
Christopher Tonkin, Port Maquarie, New 
South Wales

Mid-Central Region
Don Avila, New Franklin, Ohio

Midwest Region
Bon French, Glen Ellen, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Michael Grahame, Stratham, New 
Hampshire

Pacific Southwest Region
Joel Morse, Garden Grove, California

Southeastern Region
Patrick Taylor, Cumberland, Tennessee

Sunshine Region
David Orr, Jacksonville, Florida
Thomas Schmidt, Ponte Verde Beach, 
Florida

Master Builder - Motive Power
Australasian Region

Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia

Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

Sunshine Region
Ronald Dettmer, Orange Park, Florida

Master Builder - Cars
Australasian Region

Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills, 
Queensland

British Region
Eric Belshaw, Derby, United Kingdom

Northeastern Region
Robert Bennett, South China, Maine

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

Rocky Mountain Region
Jim Wanlass, Lehi, Utah

Southeastern Region
Stephen Funsten, Roswell, Georgia
Howard Goodwin, Acworth, Georgia

Master Builder - Structures
Australasian Region

Jessica Brisbane, Narrabundah, Australian 
Capital Territory
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills, 
Queensland
Trevor Humphreys, Faifield, New South 
Wales
John Martin, Swansea, New South Wales
John Montgomery, Shalvey, New South 
Wales

Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

Northeastern Region
Robert Bennett, South China, Maine
Brian Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island

Master Builder - Scenery
Australasian Region

Mike Bartlett, Rainbow Flat, New South 
Wales
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia
Allen Harland, Oxenford, Queensland
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills, 
Queensland

Northeastern Region
Brian Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island
Susan Osberg, Coventry, Rhode Island

Southeastern Region
Craig Gardner, Birmingham, Alabama

Sunshine Region
Richard Brown, Atlantis, Florida

Master Builder - Prototype 
Models

Mid-Eastern Region
John Paganoni, Manassas, Virginia

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil
Mid-Eastern Region

Thomas Griffiths, Howell, New Jersey 
Fred Dellaiacono, Oakland, New Jersey
Bruce DeYoung, West Milford, New Jersey

Northeastern Region
Justin Maguire, Jr., Barrington, Rhode 
Island

Model Railroad Engineer - 
Electrical

Australasian Region
Rev. Dr. Vern Cracknell, Lower Mitcham, 
South Australia
Allen Harland, Oxenford, Queensland
Arthur Hayes, Sunny Bank Hills, 
Queensland
Trevor Humphreys, Faifield, New South 
Wales

Chief Dispatcher
Rocky Mountain Region

Jim Wanlass, Lehi, Utah

Southeastern Region
George Gilbert, Nashville, Tennessee

Sunshine Region
Dan Cioffi, Bradenton, Florida

Association Official
Midwest Region

David Johnson, Glenview, Illinois

Association Volunteer
Australasian Region

Douglas Cook, Shortlands, New South 
Wales
John Dever, Wyoming, New South Wales
Martin Jenkins, Biggara Waters, Queensland
Rodney Tonkin, Kingsly, Western Australia

Midwest Region
Jeffrey Jarr, Chicago, Illinois

Northeastern Region
David Dekonski, N. Providence, Rhode 
Island
Michael Grahame, Stratham, New 
Hampshire

Model Railroad Author
Northeastern Region

Robert Bennett, South China, Maine

Master Model Railroader
MMR 554 Donald Bailey, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, 
MMR 555 Bruce DeYoung, West Milford, 
New Jersey,
MMR 556 Howard Goodwin, Acworth, 
Georgia, 
MMR 557 Thomas Griffiths, Howell, New 
Jersey, 
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Jim Younkins Earns MMR 488
By Jim Sabol

The Golden Grab Iron Service Award 
is given each year to a member of the 

4th Division, Pacific Northwest Region, 
National Model Railroad Association, who 
exemplifies extraordinary service to the or-
ganization. For 2015, the selection com-
mittee comprised of the past three honor-
ees has unanimously chosen Jim Younkins, 
MMR, for outstanding longtime contribu-
tions to the hobby, the NMRA, especially 
the 4th Division, and the very successful 
Olympia clinic.

After serving his country in the United 
States Air Force, Jim Younkins has been 
busy with his own modeling, as well as 
reaching out to other modelers and the 
general public. In the 1990s, Jim served 
as volunteer brakeman on the Centralia-
Chehalis Railroad. Jim has been modeling 
in N scale for more than 25 years. His mod-
ule in the portable Mount Rainier N Scale 
Club is among the most scenic as well as 
reliable sections of that railroad, which has 
delighted children and their parents as well 
as fellow modelers at the club’s many public 
shows. It would be difficult to estimate how 
many youngsters Jim has inspired.

Jim’s home layout, the Mud Bay & 
Southern, is legendary. Based on actual 
locales in Thurston and Grays Harbor 

MMR EARNED Skillful modeler that he is, Jim has 
earned Master Model Railroader Certificate 
No. 488 by qualifying as Master Builder 
in Structures, Scenery, Civil Engineering, 
Electrical Engineering, Chief Dispatcher, 
Association Volunteer, and Author. 

But Jim Younkins is no basement recluse. 
For many years, Jim served as co-chair for 
the monthly 4D get-togethers in Olympia, 
Washington, bringing the hobby to modelers 
and their families from Tacoma to Chehalis. 
Not content merely to organize and host the 
clinics, Jim frequently serves as presenter, 
sharing his expertise in backdrop painting, 
layout design, and operating systems.

Jim Younkins is the whole package: 
consummate modeler, generous sharer, 
creative innovator, willing volunteer, and 
inspirational tutor — ust the way we like 
him. 

AP Certificates Earned —  
Jim Younkins

Master Builder – Structures
Master Builder –Scenery

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Chief Dispatcher 
Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Author

Counties, Washington, the layout 
features communities in the area, 
and dazzles visitors with industries 
from those communities — mostly 
scratchbuilt. The MB&S was one 
of the most popular tour bus stops 
during the NMRA Seattle conven-
tion in 2004. Since then, Jim has 
welcomed visitors every year for 
every PNR layout tour and open 
house. The popularity of his layout 
has garnered whole boxloads of con-
tributions to the Thurston County 
Food Bank from visitors during the 
annual Oly Ops event, which draws 
modelers from all over the Pacific 
Northwest. 

The growing popularity of op-
erating our railroads prototypically 
owes much to Jim Younkins, who 
has been among the first to show 
us how to utilize dispatcher, timeta-
ble, train orders, and his innovative 
car forwarding waybills. National 
magazines have used more than one 

issue to attempt complete coverage of the 
Mud Bay & Southern, often featuring the 
layout on their covers. 

Scale Rails (1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 

Improve your 

modeling with 

a few sheets of

paper.

That's exactly what happens when you participate 

in the National Model Railroad Association’s

Achievement Program. One Merit Award here,

another there, and pretty soon you're on your way

to becoming a Master Model Railroader. All the

while learning and having a ton of fun.

The Achievement Program is modelers 

helping modelers become

better modelers and get the

most out of their hobby.

And it's yet another benefit

of NMRA membership.

Visit www.nmra.org.

Then improve your 

skills. And your hobby.

We make it even more fun.
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