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2015 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2015—Portland, Oregon • August 23–30 • www.nmra2015portland.org 

Train Show Booth Reservations—Susan Straub, Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 • nmrants@yahoo.com

• 2016—Indianapolis, IN • 2017—Orlando, FL • 2018—Kansas City, MO

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Library - 423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Bruce De Young
23 Holiday Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
H: 973-697-8098 C: 201-803-9766
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
Allen Pollock
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0243
H: 573-619-8532 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department —
Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse St. 
San Diego, CA 92129-2219
(858) 538-9863 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
4744 Colander Dr.
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: 801-613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Department — Director VACANT
Marketing Department — VP
Page Martin
PO Box 14789
Long Beach, CA 90853 H: 714-234-4488
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: 314-606-6118
Fax: 314-754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Don Phillips
5381 Heather Cir.
Mason, Ohio 45040-2269
513 226-2233
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Australasian Region—David O’Hearn
PO Box 4590, Lake Haven NSW 2263
H: 61 2 4393 9564 M: 61 407 811 577
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Mike Arnold 
3 Boxgate, Crowborough
East Sussex, UK TN6 1SF
H: +44 1892 459967
C: +44 07808 323094 
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org.

European Region—Alain KAP, MMR (HO, 
HOn3, On3/30)
Kammerforststrasse 3a
D-54439 SAARBURG, Germany
Phone: +49 6581-603045
Mobile: +352 691-325089
e-mail: eprez@nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Steven Barkley, MMR
2060 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 77708
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (409) 898-4403

Mid-Central Region—Merlyn A. Jarman
17765 Horizon Way, Lawrenceburg IN 47025
H: (812) 539-3232 
e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Whit Johnson
1117 E 16th St S Newton, IA 50208-5076
H: (641) 792-0712
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 3-31-15

NMRA Communications Director
VACANT

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 H: 425-337-7084 
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region— P.J. Mattson, MMR
129 East Ave., Swedesboro, NJ, 08085
856-467-0421.  
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Paul Mangan 
6187 Sun Valley Pkwy, Oregon, WI 53574 
H: (608) 835-9577  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
705-428-9997
e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Dave McMullian (HO)
279 S. River Rd., Waterville, OH 43566
H: (419) 878-4888 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres
2081 Horne St., San Leandro, CA 94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Mike Highsmith
32931 174th Place SE Auburn WA 98092
H: (253) 381-3636 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Carl Heimberger
1256 Old Hickory Road, Corona, CA 92882
H: (951) 256-1319 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Gary Myers 
3717 S. Walden St. Aurora, CO 80013-3517
H: (720) 837-4393 e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Glen Hall, MMR 
609 Phyllis Street, Pensacola, FL 32503 
H: (850) 982-2795 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gilbert Thomas, Jr.
8119 Woodvine Cir., Lakeland, FL 33810 
(863) 412-3090 
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

Notify Headquarters 
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)
Mail: P.O. Box 1328

Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 
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NMRA AP Certificate Report 
February 2015
Golden Spike

Southeastern Region
Peter Banks, Lynn Haven, Florida
Robert Cottone, Palm City, Florida

Sunshine Region
Jim Davis, Stuart, Florida

Master Builder — Motive Power
Pacific Southwest Region

Gary Butts, Huntington Beach, California

Master Builder — Scenery
Lone Star Region

Mickey Taylor, Bridge City, Texas

Mid-Central Region
John Hemsath, Bay Village, Ohio

Midwest Region
Gary Loiselle, Rockford, Illinois
Emory Luebke, Greenville, Wisconsin

Northeastern Region
Keith Shoneman, Acton, New York

Southeastern Region
Reed Ostrander, Navarre, Florida

Master Builder — Prototype 
Models

Lone Star Region
Chuck Lind, MMR, Navasota, Texas

Model Railroad Engineer — Civil
Midwest Region

Emory Luebke, Greenville, Wisconsin

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Lone Star Region
Gert Muller, Murphy, Texas

Mid-Central Region
Daniel Mulhearn, Pipestem, West Virginia
Tom Bensberg, Lexington, Kentucky

Midwest Region
Jeremy Bubb, Vermont, Illinois

North Central Region
Bruce VanHuis, Byron Center, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Drew James, Baldwinsville, New York

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

2015 ELECTION RESULTS

ANNUAL MEETINGS

Chief Dispatcher
Midwest Region

Emory Luebke, Greenville, Wisconsin

North Central Region
David Capron, Suttons Bay, Michigan

Association Official
Mid-Continent Region

Benjamin Merta, Marion, Iowa

Association Volunteer
Lone Star Region

Blake Bogs, Spring, Texas

Pacific Southwest Region
Gary Butts, Huntington Beach, California
Peter Steinmetz, Carlsbad, California

Southeastern Region
James Bando, Woodstock, Georgia
Sally Bando, Woodstock, Georgia
Royal Bruce, Decatur, Georgia

Model Railroad Author
Lone Star Region

Donna Orr, Rockwall, Texas

President: Charlie Getz, HLM
VP Administration: Clark Kooning, HLM, MMR
VP Special Projects: Gerry Leone, HLM, MMR
At Large North American Director: Peter Youngblood, MMR
Eastern District Director: Joe Gelmini, MMR
Pacific District Director: Mike Bartlett

The public observation part of the Board of Directors meeting 
is on Saturday, August 22, starting at 9am and going all day. 
The BOD will also meet on Sunday if needed. Any member 
is welcome to attend and will likely be asked to sit around the 
room, as there will be room at the table only for the BOD mem-
bers. The Annual NMRA Business Meeting will be Thursday, 
August 27, from 8.30–9:30pm in the Weidler Room. Check 
the convention timetable for updates.

Northeastern Region
Edward Koehler, Bayside, New York

Pacific Northwest Region
Mark Dance, Vancouver, BC

Pacific Southwest Region
Gary Butts, Huntington Beach, California

Master Model Railroader
Gary Butts, Huntington Beach, California

AP QUESTIONS 
 If you have questions about the 
Achievement Program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP manager. 
If you still have questions, contact Frank 
Koch at fjkoch@hotmail.com If you prefer 
to write, contact Frank at 4769 Silverwood 
Drive, Batavia, OH 45103. 

MMR GROUP 
 All Master Model Railroaders (MMR) 
are invited to work with other MMRs by 
contacting C.J. Riley, MMR, at cjriley42@
yahoo.com.
 MMRs: Master Model Railroader 
shirts and extra patches are available by 
contacting HQ in Soddy Daily, TN
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Dave Connery Earns MMR #551

I grew up in a railroad family — every 
male on my mother’s side worked for 

one of the railroads in the Albany, New 
York, area. Grandfather, uncles, and cous-
ins served as railroad blacksmiths, conduc-
tors, engineers, trainmasters, railway postal 
clerks, freight clerks, and assistant chief 
engineers — a little bit of everything. For 
the two and a half years before I entered 
college, I served as a messenger in the tele-
graph office at Albany’s Union Station. Talk 
at family gatherings was invariably railroad 
talk. 

As a boy, I had an American Flyer set, 
which gave me an early introduction to 
two-rail DC and an opportunity to try my 
hand at building various add-on details to 
the 4x8 board in our basement. I even won 
a prize for an HO Santa Fe caboose I en-
tered into a local PTA crafts contest. I set 
modeling aside when the opportunity to 
work for the railroad appeared. 

Twenty years later and on the other 
side of the country in California, I became 
re-interested in the hobby when I served 
as a Cubmaster for my son’s Pack. One 
month, our theme was railroads and my 
son and I enjoyed a joint project. At the 
month’s end, he was ready to move on to 
something else, but stirrings of interest 
from years past would not let go of me. 

MMR EARNED

Over the next few years, I built a couple 
of simple kits and then decided to build 
a 5x9-foot free-standing layout in our ga-
rage. While building that layout, I started 
reading model railroad magazines. In early 
1981, I joined the NMRA, and what had 
been an interest became a passion. The next 
few years involved a couple of local home 
moves and several uncompleted starts at 
layouts, but provided me a rich opportunity 
to develop a concept of what I wanted to 
model. Layout tours and clinics at PCR 
Regional Conventions and Coast Division 
Meets filled me with ideas and information, 
but most importantly, I met many other 
great modelers.

In 1985, we moved to a new home. 
After six months dedicated to getting set-
tled in, I began building a room inside half 
of our two-car garage — a room designed 
to seal out dust and provide a good envi-
ronment for the layout. I refined the lay-
out plan as the room began to take shape. 

The guy that dispatched your railroad moved to 
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The new NMRA standard
lets you control

anything
from anywhere

Layout Command
Control

No problem

another state?

I built framing and a raised floor and in-
stalled insulation, wallboard walls, ceiling, 
lighting, and wiring. What emerged was 
a two-level, around-the-walls HO design 
with the levels connected by a standard 
gauge two-track helix in one corner and 
an HOn3 helix about opposite. I model the 
Virginia & Truckee (upper level) and the 
Sierra Railway (lower level). Building the 
layout has been an anchor of how I enjoy 
my free time. The only thing I would think 
of changing on the layout are the helices 
— I never use them and run the railroad 
as two separate entities, which, of course, 
they were.

Progress on the layout was slow at 
first, but I took an early retirement at the 
end of 1991 from the telephone company, 
and progress picked up. Friendships with 
other NMRA members blossomed rath-
er quickly, and soon we had organized a 
weekly round-robin group to help with 
each other’s layouts. The group continues 
to meet weekly 22 years later. Although 
many members have changed due to moves 
and terminal illnesses, others have joined 
in, and we remain good friends, enjoying 
many wonderful memories, developing our 
modeling skills and building layouts. 

At retirement, I also became in-
volved as a volunteer at Railtown 1897 
State Historic Park. I continue to work 
there as a car host on the steam trains, a 
guide for the shop tours, and a trainer for 
incoming volunteers. I found lots of vol-
unteer opportunities in my local Division 
and Region, and in 1994, I earned the 
Volunteer Achievement Certificate. About 
that time, I realized how much I enjoyed 
sharing what I knew through articles and 
clinics, and the Author Certificate came 
next. Over the years, duty as Editor of 
the PCR Branch Line, service for several 
terms as Coast Division Director and as 
Pacific Coast Region Vice-president kept 
me deeply involved with the local orga-
nization. These duties also led to roles on 
numerous conventions, both regional and 
the 2000 National, and always expanded 
the ring of friendships among other mod-
elers. I was on the 2004 National Narrow 
Gauge Convention staff, and in 2006, my 
wife Emma and I co-chaired the National 
Garden Railway Convention. (Did I men-
tion we created a garden railway modeling 
the West Side Lumber Company in 1:20.3 
scale beginning in 1998?) Spending several 
years as one of the founders of the Yosemite 

Short Line On30 layout gave me a chance 
for some 1:48 scale modeling.

Of special note are my friendships with 
key members of the round-robin group. 
Brad Lloyd and I have partnered in provid-
ing eight different Regional and National 
Convention Clinics and several magazine 
articles on various aspects of scenic model-
ing. Al Massi and his amazing skill in brass 
locomotive rebuilding and finishing opened 
my eyes to how well these models could 
operate and look. Denise Showalter and 
Al Massi became the artists for my layout 
backdrop. Denise, Al, Jim Long, and Rod 
Smith all became real soul mates during the 
years of spending great times together. As 
my modeling projects developed and skills 
improved, the layout gradually became 
more and more complete. I realized most 
of the requirements for other Achievement 
Certificates had been completed. I finally 
decided it was time to finish the paper-
work before fate intervened. I thank Coast 
Superintendent Frank Markovich, MMR, 
for his encouragement; Coast Achievement 
Chair Kermit Paul, MMR, for his visits to 
evaluate various modeling requirements; 
and to PCR Achievement Chair Jack 
Burgess, MMR, for his help in getting the 
paperwork processed.

The Achievement Program has cer-
tainly spurred me to go an extra step on 
hundreds of models over the years with 
the thought that someday I might use that 
model for an Achievement Certificate. The 

process improved my modeling skills, re-
sulting in better models (most of which 
were never used for Merit Awards nor in-
spected by the keen eye of the evaluator, but 
resulted in a much nicer layout). Being rec-
ognized through the Achievement Program 
is special, and joining a group of such out-
standing modelers as MMRs is inspiring. 

The most important aspect of being an 
NMRA member is the hundreds of great 
friendships I have developed with other 
NMRA members all over the world. Of 
course, my layout, modeling, and involve-
ment in NMRA activities would not 
be possible without my wonderful wife 
Emma’s understanding and support. We 
share a love for international travel, garden-
ing, and nature. She has always accepted my 
messes, piles of stuff in every closet, drawers 
crammed with tools, and calendar full of 
railroading activities. She understood my 
need to inspect dozens of “off the beaten 
path” sites — “because someday I might 
want to model it.” What a great hobby we 
have.

AP Certificates — Dave Connery
Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Author
Master Builder – Structures

Master Builder – Scenery
Association Official

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Master Builder – Cars
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