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2015 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2015—Portland, Oregon • August 23–30 • www.nmra2015portland.org 

Train Show Booth Reservations—Susan Straub, Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 • nmrants@yahoo.com

• 2016—Indianapolis, IN • 2017—Orlando, FL • 2018—Kansas City, MO

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Library - 423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Bruce De Young
23 Holiday Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480
H: 973-697-8098 C: 201-803-9766
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
Allen Pollock
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0243
H: 573-619-8532 
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department —
Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse St. 
San Diego, CA 92129-2219
(858) 538-9863 
e-mail: itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
4744 Colander Dr.
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: 801-613-0801
e-mail: fund@hq.nmra.org

Marketing Department — Director VACANT
Marketing Department — VP
Page Martin
PO Box 14789
Long Beach, CA 90853 H: 714-234-4488
e-mail: marketing@hq.nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: 314-606-6118
Fax: 314-754-2688
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Don Phillips
5381 Heather Cir.
Mason, Ohio 45040-2269
513 226-2233
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—David O’Hearn
PO Box 4590, Lake Haven NSW 2263
H: 61 2 4393 9564 M: 61 407 811 577
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Mike Arnold 
3 Boxgate, Crowborough
East Sussex, UK TN6 1SF
H: +44 1892 459967
C: +44 07808 323094 
e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

European Region—Nobby Clarke (HO, N)
34 Hopmeadow Court
Northampton, England, NN3 8QG
+44-1604-415020

Lone Star Region—Steven Barkley, MMR
2060 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 77708
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org
H: (409) 898-4403

Mid-Central Region—Merlyn A. Jarman
17765 Horizon Way, Lawrenceburg IN 47025
H: (812) 539-3232 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Whit Johnson
1117 E 16th St S Newton, IA 50208-5076
H: (641) 792-0712
e-mail: whitjohnson@mchsi.com

Mid-Eastern Region— John Janosko (HO)
264 White Cedar Lane, Youngsville NC 27596-9196
H: (919) 562-0260 
e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 11-30-14

NMRA Communications Director
VACANT

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 H: 425-337-7084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Midwest Region—Paul Mangan 
6187 Sun Valley Pkwy, Oregon, WI 53574 
H: (608) 835-9577 
e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane, Stayner ON L0M 1S0
705-428-9997
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Dave McMullian (HO)
279 S. River Rd., Waterville, OH 43566
H: (419) 878-4888 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres
2081 Horne St., San Leandro, CA 94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Mike Highsmith
32931 174th Place SE Auburn WA 98092
H: (253) 381-3636 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct., San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Gary Myers 
3717 S. Walden St. Aurora, CO 80013-3517
H: (720) 837-4393 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Glen Hall, MMR 
609 Phyllis Street, Pensacola, FL 32503 
H: (850) 982-2795 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Barrett Johnson (HO, O)
3113 Ortega Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32312-1832 
(850) 385-9722 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

Notify Headquarters 
e-mail: nmrahq@nmra.org

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)
Mail: P.O. Box 1328

Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 
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NMRA AP Certificate Report 
September 2014
Golden Spike

Mid-Eastern Region
Lee Kass, Sterling, Virginia

Northeastern Region
Erich Whitney, Derry, New Hampshire

Southeastern Region
Ann Lundin, Newnan, Georgia

Master Builder — Motive Power
Mid-Central Region

Sam Swanson, Cincinnati, Ohio

Master Builder — Cars
Pacific Southwest Region

Gary Butts, Huntington Beach, California

Master Builder — Scenery
Northeastern Region

Steve Perry, Rocky Point, New York

Pacific Northwest Region
Greg Price, Puyallup, Washington

Southeastern Region
Joseph Surowiec, Stone Mountain, Georgia

Master Builder — Structures
Pacific Northwest Region

Greg Price, Puyallup, Washington 

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

North Central Region
Tim Verburg, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Greg Price, Puyallup, Washington 

Association Volunteer
Midwest Region

Robert Blake, Sawyer, Michigan

Master Model Railroader
Steve Perry, Rocky Point, New York, MMR 
547

MMR GROUP
All Master Model Railroaders (MMR) 
are invited to work with other MMRs by 
contacting C.J. Riley, MMR, at cjriley42@
yahoo.com 

AP QUESTIONS 
If you have questions about the Achievement 
Program or requirements, start with your lo-
cal or Region AP manager. If you still have 

questions, contact Frank Koch at fjkoch@
hotmail.com If you prefer to write, contact 
Frank at 4769 Silverwood Drive, Batavia, 
OH 45103. 

MMRs
MMR shirts and additional patches may 
be purchased by contacting HQ in Soddy 
Daisy, TN.

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

Scale Rails (1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 

Improve your 

modeling with 

a few sheets of

paper.

That's exactly what happens when you participate 

in the National Model Railroad Association’s

Achievement Program. One Merit Award here,

another there, and pretty soon you're on your way

to becoming a Master Model Railroader. All the

while learning and having a ton of fun.

The Achievement Program is modelers 

helping modelers become

better modelers and get the

most out of their hobby.

And it's yet another benefit

of NMRA membership.

Visit www.nmra.org.

Then improve your 

skills. And your hobby.

We make it even more fun.

w w w . n m r a . o r g

4 2 3 - 8 9 2 - 2 8 4 6

Dealer inquiries welcome

  Iron and wood built the backbone of this country. 
The NMRA commemorates this proud heritage 
with its exclusive reprint of Lumber: Manufacture, 
Conditioning, Grading, Distribution and Use.
   Out of print since 1948, the NMRA is offering this 
time-honored classic as the companion volume to Ralph 
Clement Bryant’s Logging.  It features:
•	 A 344-page, 6”x9” hardcover with dust jacket

•	 NEW foreword by Bob Brown, editor and 
publisher of Narrow Gauge & Short Line Gazette

•	 Dozens of original B&W photos and illustrations

•	 11 chapters covering topics of lumber industry 
history	and	economics,	efficient	methods	of	
production, and more

© 2014 National Model Railroad Association®

Order by Web: www.nmra.org   
Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384   
Phone: (423) 892-2846  Fax: (423) 899-4869

U.S. Shipping: $595 per book.  Inquire 
about international delivery.  All funds 
in U.S dollars, V, MC, AMEX, & DISC 
accepted.  TN residents must add 
9.25% sales tax.

 

®

NMRA Magazine
Version 2

Quarter-Page Non-Bleed Full Color
10/31/13

Leone

 NMRA members
$2595

 Non-members
$3595

The NMRA® Presents
An Exclusive Reprint of
the 1948 Edition
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MMR earned

Charlie Fackler MMR # 539

L ike so many others, my model railroad 
days started with a Lionel train around 

the Christmas tree on Christmas Eve when 
I was six years old. According to my parents, 
my dad inadvertently tried the whistle while 
setting it up. They said I literally flew down 
the stairs when I heard that whistle. That’s 
all it took to get me started.

Although I never worked for the rail-
road, I definitely come from a Louisiana 
& Northern railroad family. Dad worked 
in the South Louisville shops as a car re-
pairman; mom worked at the L&N main 
office at 9th & Broadway; uncle Joe was a 
traveling auditor; grandfather Alexander 
Bergkessel was a coach carpenter at South 
Louisville; and grandfather Charles Fackler 
was a blacksmith foreman for American Car 
& Foundry in Jeffersonville, Indiana.

At about the same age, I was introduced 
to train watching. We lived close to the 
South Louisville shops, so Mom would take 
Dad to work and drop him off at the walk-
over bridge at the foot of Central Avenue 
(and also pick him up at the end of the day). 
If I was up, I would ride along. Somehow, I 
learned that if we delayed leaving the shops 
until a little after dropping off Dad, a pas-
senger train would fly by heading south 
already at full speed (at least to me). The 
shops were only a mile or so from Union 
Station, so it was a thrill and a fascination 
to see it pass by already going so fast. After 
dropping off Dad, Mom drove down about 
a block to a clear space next to the tracks to 

allow me to watch the train. We could go 
home only the after the train disappeared.

At some point in time later on, Dad 
built the typical plywood table for the 
Lionel set upstairs — my first train layout. 
I spent many a cold winter’s day playing with 
it for years. If nothing was happening in the 
neighborhood, that’s where I was.

Then came school, meeting and mar-
rying my future wife at the University of 
Louisville (Go Cards), Army, work, and 
kids. While I had other interests and hob-
bies along the way, my real interest always 
remained model railroading. Although I 
didn’t have the time or money for model 
trains, I never outgrew my love of train 
watching. I’m one of those people who 
will drive out of their way to see if a train is 
coming. There is no better place to read a 
book than beside the tracks while waiting 
for the next train.

Finally, about ten years ago, I had the 
time for getting into model trains for good. I 
joined the NMRA, and started meeting the 
members who would help me get going. It 
was definitely my wisest move. It was tough 
at first since I was the stranger at the meet-
ings, sometimes not knowing what they 
were talking about, but over the years I have 
formed some great friendships through the 
Division members. Because I want to model 
L&N in the 1950s, I joined the Louisville 
& Nashville Railroad Historical Society 
to learn more about how a real railroad 
worked and to learn more about L&N’s his-
tory. That provided an invaluable source for 
ideas, scratch-built models, coal operations, 

and visits to places I would have never been 
on my own. If you are going to try to model 
a particular railroad, or operation, or era, a 
historical society is a must-use source for a 
wealth of information.

While attending meetings, I watched 
other members earn Achievement awards, 
whatever those were. That piqued my 
interest, so I checked out the NMRA 
Achievement Program and realized that if 
you build an operating layout, you auto-
matically meet many of the various require-
ments. Having been a Cub Scout den leader 
and assistant scoutmaster for more than 25 
years, the program has many similarities to 
earning the Eagle Scout badge through the 
Boy Scouts of America. Having helped a 
number of Scouts earn their Eagle rank, in-
cluding my two sons, I decided that earning 
my MMR was something I would like to do. 
To earn the various Achievement awards, I 
found that it’s not so easy. While I earned 
Associate Volunteer by teaching Railroad 
merit badge, it got tougher after that. The 
Achievement Program really makes you 
stretch your knowledge into areas you didn’t 
even know about. I’m happy with “blue 
box” cars, but build cars from scratch, and 
what’s a gauntlet track? I enjoy building kits, 
six building from scratch? Earning merit 
awards is not so easy; however, I enjoyed 
the work and am amazed at the knowledge 
I have acquired along the way.

My best move was to join a local club: 
the Kentucky and Indiana Model Railroad 
Club. While Division meetings are fine, 
this gave me a chance to really get to know 
fellow NMRA members interested in HO 
modeling and operations. This is where I 
have formed friendships while learning a 
lot. I know that I wouldn’t have earned my 
MMR without their help and some prod-
ding along the way. I especially thank Jerry 
Ashley, MMR; Ed Brennan, MMR; and my 
“twin brother” Jim Fackler for their help, 
encouragement, and prodding.

And I still have that Lionel train. It’s in 
the attic waiting for my grandson Charlie 
to be introduced to trains.

AP Certificates - Charlie Fackler
Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical
Model Railroad Engineer – Civil

Master Builder – Scenery
Master Builder – Structures

Master Builder – Cars 
Master Builder – Prototype Model



January 2015 57

Harley “Skip” Luyk earns MMR #541

My road to Master Model Railroader

Unlike so many model railroaders, I 
never got that Lionel train set that 

would have started me on the long jour-
ney to where I am today. However, I had 
two cousins who did, and whenever I got 
to visit them, we always ended up playing 
with their trains.

Though both of them eventually lost 
their interest, mine continued to grow. I 
began my first HO home layout in our 
basement when I was 12 years old and be-
came “President” of a “model railroad club” 
that built an HO layout in the basement 
of a local hobby shop at the ripe old age 
of 13. The club, unfortunately, came to an 
end when George Young, the elderly shop 
owner passed away.

While in the Air Force in the early 
1960s, I built a few models and drew track 
plans for the dream layout I hoped to build 
someday, but never got too serious. After 
the leaving the service, my wife and I spent 
the next 40 years in apartments, condos, and 
homes without basements, so any layout I 
had was small.

When N-scale came on the scene, I 
tried a couple layouts in that scale, but they 
ran poorly and just didn’t “hit the spot.” In 
the late 1980s, we moved into a house that 
had a spare bedroom large enough to build 
a small HO layout, and the flame began to 
burn again.

It was then that I joined the NMRA 
and got active with a local group of mod-
elers interested in forming a new club. In 
1992, the Grand Rapids Model Railroad 

Historical Society was born and in pursuit 
of a place to call home. The search took two 
years, but we found an incredible building 
with an interesting history that we have 
called home ever since.

Late in 2002, Tim Fisher, then 
President of the North Central Region, 
contacted me to see if I would be interested 
in trying to resurrect Div. 4 of the NCR; 
it had been inactive since the mid-1980s. 
When I called him back to say that I would 
do it, he pointed out that the Division that 
was supposed to host the 2003 Regional 
convention had backed out and wondered 
if Div. 4 would be interested in taking that 
on as well.

After talking it over with the members 
of the club, we decided to do it. We did 
it again in 2006 and then hosted Grand 
Rails 2012, the 2012 NMRA National 
Convention. It was just before the National 
that our club became a 100% NMRA club. 
We now include NMRA membership with 
the magazine as part of our membership 
dues structure.

Just before the 2003 regional con-
vention, my wife and I moved into a new 
home, this time with a dedicated space for 
a layout. The layout is focused on logging 
operations in the Pacific Northwest, and 
by 2012 convention time, it was about 75 
percent complete. 

During that same time, I was also 
part of the work and Ops group helping 
to build Bruce Chubb’s new Sunset Valley. 
While working with Bruce, he continually 
urged me to participate in the Achievement 
Program to earn my MMR, but I always 
thought it would be too complicated and 

too time-consuming to get involved. Once 
the 2012 convention was over, I decided to 
take another look.

I was quite surprised to find that in 
building my new layout I had already com-
pleted the requirements for many of the 
Certificates I would need. The layout met 
all of the requirements for the Electrical 
Certificate, but I needed to complete the 
diagram portion — something that I should 
have done anyway. The layout also had what 
was needed for the Civil Engineering, 
Scenery, and Prototype model Certificates, 
though I needed to complete all of the doc-
umentation. 

By this time, I had contributed more 
than enough time to earn the Volunteer 
Certificate, and because I had written sev-
eral articles for the NMRA Magazine and 
the NCR Hot Box, I had earned enough 
points for the Author Certificate.

The last Certificate I needed was one 
from the Builder category: Cars or Motive 
Power. Since I had all of the motive pow-
er I needed, I decided to take on the Car 
Certificate. To complete the requirements, I 
scratchbuilt a wood flatcar, a low-side wood 
gondola, a wood tank car with firefighting 
equipment on board, and a crew car to meet 
the passenger car needed. I super-detailed 
four Bachmann Bobber cabooses to meet 
the remaining requirements for the Cars 
Certificate. 

My journey to MMR has seen many 
ups and downs, but it has always been in-
teresting, informative, and filled with great 
people offering support and encourage-
ment. It’s without a doubt the best part of 
the hobby and the organization called the 
NMRA.

 AP Certificates - Skip Luyk
Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Model Railroad Author

Master Builder – Cars
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Master Builder – Scenery
Master Builder – Prototype Models


