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NMRA BULLETIN

2012 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2012—Grand Rapids, MI July 29–August 4, 2012 www.gr2012.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
• 2013—Atlanta, GA •2014—Cleveland, OH •2015—Portland, OR

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: nmrahq@aol.com

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager — Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Australasian Region—David Howarth
22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble NSW 2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Robin Swan 
H:(44) 1189-792448 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 8-25-11

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, 
FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager 
— Robert Amsler, Jr.
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
O:(314) 754-2688 F:(314) 353-9131
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Howard Goodwin 
79 Cross Branches 
Acworth, GA 30101 
(770) 529-2103
e-mail: horn69@bellsouth.net 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region— John Janosko
264 White Cedar Lane, Youngsville NC 27596-9196
H: (919) 562-0260 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres, MMR
2081 Home St., San Leandro, CA94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Walt Huston
1210 141st Street E., Tacoma WA 98445
H: (253) 535-2043 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct., San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini 
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Barrett Johnson
3113 Ortega Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32312-1832 
(850) 385-9722 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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NMRA AP Certificate Report 
August 2011

Golden Spike
Australasian Region

Ross Balderson, Bungendore, NSW
Kevin Bambury, Failford, NSW
Peter Faber, Harrington, NSW
Edward Gallier, Castle Hill, NSW
Stephe Jitts, Yass, NSW
Bruce McKeachie, Harrington, NSW
Raymond Mears, Wingham, NSW
John Montgomary, Shalvey, NSW
Jeffrey Ritchie, Wingham, NSW

Lone Star Region
Vincent Smith , Aransas Pass, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
Mike Garber, Midlothian, Virginia
C. Earl Guthrow, Lynchburg, Virginia
Thomas Holmstedt, Virginia Beach, Virginia
Jean Raas, Lynchburg, Virginia
Jerry Ritter, Charlottesville, Virginia
Max Robbins, Norfolk, Virginia

Northeastern Region
W. Thomas Compton, E. Hampton, CT
Warren Riccitelli, N. Providence, RI

Pacific Coast Region
Stretch Andersen, Danville, California
Josef Bissinger, Costa Mesa, California
Tom Campbell, Elk Grove, California
Russell Clark , Manteca, California
John Drazin, Bakersfield, California
David Gill, San Jose, California
Phillip Gulley, Auburn, California
Zonker Harris, Fremont, California
Joseph P. Hendrickson, Morgan Hill, CA
Richard Kreutler, Carmichael, California
Dain Leese, Laguna Hills, California
John McKenzie, Vacaville, California
Mike McKenzie, Vacaville, California
Tom Melka, Corte Madera, California
Jeff Merrill, Santa Clara, California
Tiffeny Nervig, Mission Veejo, California
Matthew Petach, San Jose, California
Robert Pethoud, Fresno, California
Marc Pryor , Citrus Hts, California
Ed Pultz, Woodland, California
Scott Robertson, Rocklin, California
John Roth, Pleasanton, California
Reuben Smith , Stockton, California
Bob Warner, Granite Bay, California
Dick Witzens, Elk Grove, California

Pacific Northwest Region

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM Thomas Garrison, Seattle, Washington
James Hill , Chilliwack, British Columbia
Harry Huizing, Chilliwack, BC

Pacific Southwest Region
Mike Forys, San Diego, California
Robert Graves, Del Mar, California
Raulf Polichar, San Diego, California

Thousand Lakes Region
Eduardo Romo, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Master Builder — Cars
Australasian Region

Dennis Clarke, Buff Point, NSW

Mid-Eastern Region
Brian Sheron, Poolesville, Maryland

Midwest Region
Donald Cook, Waukegan, Illinois 

Master Builder — Structures
Australasian Region

Ross Balderson, Bungendore, NSW
Peter Jackson, Aldgate, SA
Sam Mangion, Buff Point, NSW
Paul Morrant, Kilaben Bay, NSW

Mid-Eastern Region
Charles Flichman, Clemmons, NC

North Central Region
Bill Neale, Northville, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Doug Wingfield, Lethbridge, Alberta

Rocky Mountain Region
Donald Bailey, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Master Builder — Scenery
Australasian Region

Ross Balderson, Bungendore, NSW
Edward Gallier, Castle Hill, NSW
Peter Jackson, Aldgate, SA
David Low, Gowrie, ACT
Paul Morrant, Kilaben Bay, NSW

Mid-Eastern Region
David Draxler, Charlotte, North Carolina
Charles Flichman, Clemmons, NC
Gareth Quale, Lynchburg, Virginia

North Central Region
Bill Neale, Northville, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Tyler Whitcomb, Tacoma, Washington

Master Builder — Prototype 
Models

Australasian Region
Ross Balderson, Bungendore, NSW
David Low, Gowrie, ACT

Model Railroad Engineer — Civil
Australasian Region

Stephe Jitts, Yass, NSW

Mid-Eastern Region
Matthew Thompson, Gainesville, Virginia

North Central Region
Bill Neale, Northville, Michigan

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Australasian Region
Martyn Jenkins, Biggera Waters, QLD
Stephe Jitts, Yass, NSW
Walter Pywell, Wanniassa, ACT

Mid-Continent Region
Kenneth Breher, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Mid-Eastern Region
Roger Thomas, West Windsor, New Jersey

North Central Region
Bill Neale, Northville, Michigan

Pacific Northwest Region
Tyler Whitcomb, Tacoma, Washington

Southeastern Region
Carey Jenkins, Hoover, Alabama

Chief Dispatcher
Australasian Region

Robert Best, Blaxland, NSW
Bill Fowler, Medowie, NSW
Stephe Jitts, Yass, NSW
Paul Morrant, Kilaben Bay, NSW

Mid-Central Region
Vagel Keller, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Mid-Eastern Region
David Draxler, Charlotte, North Carolina
Robert Reid, Lusby, Maryland

Pacific Coast Region
Dave Croshere, Sebastopol, California

Southeastern Region
Peter Youngblood, MMR, Kennesaw, GA

Association Official
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Australasian Region
John Montgomary, Shalvey, NSW

Midwest Region
Paul Mangan, Oregon, Wisconsin

Pacific Coast Region
John Houlihan, Fresno, California

Association Volunteer
Australasian Region

Jessica Brisbane, Narrabundah, ACT
Paul Morrant, Kilaben Bay, NSW
John Prattis, Gordon, ACT
Ian Venables, Kenmole, QLD

Mid-Eastern Region
Victor Bitleris, Raleigh, North Carolina
Edward Bond, Wake Forest, North Carolina

Midwest Region
Paul Mangan, Oregon, Wisconsin

Northeastern Region
Warren Riccitelli, N. Providence, RI

Pacific Coast Region
Terry Taylor, San Luis Obispo, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Phillip Everett, Spokane, Washington

Model Railroad Author
Australasian Region

Ross Balderson, Bungendore, NSW
David Low, Gowrie, ACT
John Montgomary, Shalvey, NSW

Mid-Continent Region
H. Vance Reed, Lees Summit, Missouri

Midwest Region
Paul Wussow, Glen Ellyn, Illinois

North Central Region
Bill Neale, Northville, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Kenneth Belovarac, Quincy, Massachusetts
Michael Tylick, Marshfield, Massachusetts

Pacific Coast Region
Terry Taylor, San Luis Obispo, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Doug Auburg, Vancouver, Washington
James Murrie, Lakewood, Washington

Thousand Lakes Region
Bill McKean, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

MMR EARNED

Charlie Flichman Earns MMR # 470

On my first Christmas, one of my 
gifts was a new Lionel O gauge 
Blue Comet Passenger set. This 

set, plus my father’s Lionel No. 150 en-
gine and three Ives passenger cars, plus a 
Carlisle & Finch streetcar, made up the 
family Christmas garden for many years 
to come. At about age six, I received a Marx 
wind-up freight train set. Around age ten, 
I purchased a Lionel 2-6-2 freight train 
set, which was added to with other Lionel 
equipment up until the time I graduated 

from high school. Also around age ten, I 
started getting Model Railroader magazine. 

Trains were put away due to college and 
the military service, serving part of my time 
in Germany. There, I did purchase and built 
a HO Marklin diesel and several freight cars 
kits. A few Marklin passenger cars were also 
obtained. These were and are the only HO 
equipment that I have ever had and still have.

After the military and getting married, I 
decided that I enjoyed the size of the Lionel 
equipment, but wanted to do scale model-
ing. I purchased an All Nation boxcar kit and 
have never looked back. Our first “abode” 
was the second floor apartment of a private 
home. The owner allowed me to build a small 
switching layout in his basement. After a few 
years of being in our first home, I started a 
24x36-foot standard gauge O scale layout 
based on Chesapeake & Ohio. Around 
1972, Kemtron introduced an On3 Shay kit. 
I thought that would be nice running on a 
little narrow gauge branchline from up in hills 
connecting to the C&O. More on this later. 

I first joined the NMRA and the MER 
in 1965, attending many of the regional and 
several national conventions. When the 
MER formed the Mt. Clare Division, I was 
one of the founding members. I also served 

NMRA Magazine
(1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 

When you give the gift of an NMRA membership, you’re giving someone
a gift they can use all year long. From accessing our online photo archives
to getting special deals on books, to attending Division and Region
meets, an NMRA member has a wealth of benefits to take advantage of. 

We’ll send your new member a membership
card, then bill you separately. Call HQ for details
and ordering.  Allow 4 weeks for processing.

Perfect as a gift for holidays, birthdays,
graduations, Fathers Day, Mothers Day...even
Valentine’s Day!

This year, give a card they’ll treasure all year!
w w w . n m r a . o r g

4 2 3 - 8 9 2 - 2 8 4 6

We make it even more fun.

The best 
gift card
you’ll
ever give.

(Or receive!)

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION®

4121 CROMWELL RD., CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421

PHONE: (423) 892-2846  FAX: (423) 899-4869 

The person whose name is shown below is

an ambassador of the NMRA and is entitled

to all due privileges of NMRA membership

until the expiration date of this card.

Membership
number

Expiration
date

123456 00
01/08/12

Bob R. Kabuse

Member since: 01/08/11
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on the main committee for the 1978 MER 
regional convention in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Several Harford County, Maryland, layouts 
were open, including mine, as an extra cost 
tour as a part of the NMRA National held 
in Washington, D.C. in 1982. I have always 
enjoyed the conventions for all the knowl-
edge learned from clinics and gathering of 
friends, some of whom you only see at 
conventions.

The breakup of the Bell System 
caused me to have to move from Maryland 
to North Carolina in 1984. By this time 
the Maryland O scale C&O standard 
gauge layout had been taken over by nar-
row gauge. Approximately 95 percent of 
the standard gauge track was dual gauge 
— remember, it was only going to be a 
little branchline!

After getting settled in our new home 
in North Carolina, I had a big decision to 
make: standard gauge or narrow gauge? 
After much thought, I wound up with 
two layouts, one inside the other. I have a 
27x29-foot U-shaped table with O stan-
dard gauge on the outside (59-inch radius) 
and On3 on inside (42-inch radius). There 
is a 58-inch nod under to pass from one 
layout to the other. 

My layouts were open for the 1991 
National O Scale Convention held in 
High Point, North Carolina. I had just 
gotten the narrow gauge mainline running. 
My “Two” Model Railroads appeared in 
the March, 2011 issue of the Narrow Gauge 
& Short Line Gazette. These layouts were 
open for the 2011 National Narrow Gauge 
Convention in Hickory, North Carolina, 
with much more scenery and scratchbuilt 
structures added. Two of my structures have 
appeared in articles in O Scale Trains maga-
zine, “Scratchbuilding a Roundhouse” in 
July/Aug 2004 and “A Backwoods Sawmill” 
in Mar/Apr 2007.

Around 1988, when my NMRA re-
newal came up, I decided that as an O scaler, 
I was getting more from other model rail-
road organizations and did not rejoin. For 
an O scaler, North Carolina was an oasis. In 
1992, I joined the local Winston-Salem HO 
model railroad club just because they knew 
the meaning of the word “train.” One of the 
members of this club was Al Phillips, MMR 
— an active NMRA member and former 
MER President. I knew Al from my earlier 
NMRA days. He encouraged me to rejoin 
both the NMRA and the MER in 1994. 
Several decisions were made at this time — 
I decided to become life member of both 
organizations. Al, being an MMR, got me 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm • Sunday 10 am - 5 pm
Daily Admission $10.00 

Children 15 and under FREE when accompanied by an adult.
Tickets on Sale 1 hour before show opens

Visit us at: www.AmherstRail.org

started in the Achievement Program. My first 
Certificates earned were Civil and Electrical 
Engineering and Model Railroad Author in 
1995. I earned Association Volunteer in 1997 
and Cars in 2002. In 2005, I was asked to take 
over as the MER AP Manager. I accepted to I 
could give back to the NMRA some of what 
I had received. I have enjoyed doing this job 

and have made many new friendships. Finally 
in 2011, I achieved my last two certificates 
in Structures and Scenery and earned MMR 
No. 470. 

Through it all, I still have that Lionel 
Blue Comet passenger set on display. I even 
have all of the original boxes, track, and the 
original receipt from 1936!


