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NMRA BULLETIN

2011 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2011—Sacramento, CA July 3–9, 2011 www.x2011west.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
• 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA •2014—Cleveland, OH

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, 
FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—David Howarth
22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble  NSW  2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—John D Spratley (aka The 
TOAD)
30 Lower Whitelands; RADSTOCK; BA 3.3 JW. 
England / UK. 
H:(1761) 434246 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 9-30-10

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager 
— Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Howard Goodwin 
79 Cross Branches 
Acworth, GA 30101 
(770) 529-2103
e-mail: horn69@bellsouth.net 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
410 Bayberry Ln, Jenner’s Pond, West Grove, PA  
19390
H: (610) 345-0901 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Walt Huston
1210 141st Street E., Tacoma WA 98445
H: (253) 536-2043 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini  
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org

Steve Blackson, Austin, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Brad Morneau, Overland Park, Kansas
Vance Reed, Lee’s Summit, Missouri

Niagara Frontier Region
John Brown, Waubaushene, Ontario

Master Builder — Structures
Mid-Continent Region

Sheldon Levy, Lexexa, Kansas
Nelson Moyer, Iowa City, Iowa

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Continent Region

Sheldon Levy, Lexexa, Kansas

Mid-Central Region
Ron Blessing, Charleston, West Virginia
Dave Stout, Parkersburg, West Virginia

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Mid-Central Region
Larry K. Smith, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky

Northeastern Region
Vincent Gallogly, Trumbull, Connecticut

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Mid-Central Region
Paul Lapointe, Waverly, West Virginia
Larry K. Smith, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

August 2010
Golden Spike
Lone Star Region

Thomas White IV, Haughton, Louisiana

Mid-Continent Region
Jim Zeren, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Mid-Central Region
William E. Carey, Xenia, Ohio

Mid-Eastern Region
John Fallon, Portsmouth, Virginia

Midwest Region
Andrew Blau, Neehah, Wisconsin
Daniel Blau, Waukesha, Wisconsin
Donald Czerniejewski, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Richard L. Kloes, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
John A. Kosma, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
David Lee, Indianapolis, Indianapolis
Gary Lester, New Lisbon, Wisconsin
Robert Schiavone, Carol Stream, Illinois
Keith Schmidt, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Roberet Smoczyaski, Muskego, Wisconsin
Roman Urbanski, Oakwood Hills, Illinois

North Central Region
Donn Craig, Battle Creek, Michigan
Michael A. Orlando, Paw Paw, Michigan
Don Stokes, Battle Creek, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Matthew Rorke, West Babylon, New York

Niagara Frontier Region
Nick Masney, Dorchester, Ontario

Pacific Northwest Region
Bill Barker, Hamilton, Montana
Rider Cheyne, Williams Lake, BC
William Messecar, Covington, Washington
John Nash, Corvallis, Montana
Bill Taylor, Missoula, Montana

Southeastern Region
Milton Burge, Snellville, Georgia
Thomas Roskelly, Murphy, North Carolina
Pete Silcox, Kennesaw, Georgia

Thousand Lakes Region
Dick Christianson, Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Janelle R. Hinrichs, Elk Mound, Wisconsin

Master Builder — Cars 
Lone Star Region

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Chief Dispatcher
Mid-Eastern Region

Don Engel, Woodbridge, Virginia
Scott Henry, Lake ridge, Virginia

Southeastern Region
Bill Zawacki, Woodstock, Georgia

Association Official
Rocky Mountain Region

Michael Weiss, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Association Volunteer
Mid-Continent Region

Scott Malcolm, Coralville, Iowa

Mid-Eastern Region
James Allen, Huntersville, North Carolina
N. David Hudson, Virginia Beach, Virginia
William C. Miller, Chesapeake, Virginia
Christopher Stickney, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia

Model Railroad Author
Pacific Coast Region

Mark Schutzer, Redwood City, California

MMR GROUP: All MMRs are invited to 
work with other MMRs by contacting Rick 
Shoup, MMR, at ricshoup@verizon.net.
If you have questions about the AP program or 
requirements, start with your local or Region 
AP manager. If you still have questions, con-
tact Frank Koch at fjkoch@hotmail.com. If 
you prefer to write, contact Frank at 4769 
Silverwood Dr., Batavia, OH 45103.
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After graduation, marriage, and a 
move to Alliance, Ohio, I spent several 
years researching railroad folkmusic, in-
cluding many Chesapeak & Ohio wreck 
songs. Also, in early 1961 I bought a 
booklet, “Complete Guidebook to Model 
Railroading” by David Sutton. That did it! 
Orders to AHM and E&H Hobbies, visits 
to Blums in Cleveland, and subscriptions to 
MR and RMC got me started, and on May 
27, 1961, I sent in $3.00 dues to join the 
NMRA. The NMRA headquarters was in 
Canton, Ohio, and manager Bob Bast was 
in our local Division of the Mid-Central 
Region. Also, the Achievement Program 
was adopted at the 1961 NMRA conven-
tion in Cleveland.

Our Division held monthly model 
contests, and awarded a plaque to the per-
son earning the most points in a calendar 
year. This, and the emerging love of scratch-
building, led me to enter Divisional and 
Regional contests. After winning several 
awards, Bob Bast encouraged me to con-
sider the brand new Achievement Program, 
and I received my first certificate, Master 
Builder—Structures in August 1962, fol-
lowed by Master Builder—Cars in June 
1964. I was “on my way.”

My wife, Peggy, and 
I, and three very young 
daughters moved to Ann 
Arbor in August 1964, 
where I earned an MSME 
degree from the University 
of Michigan, then joined 
Cummins Engine Company 
in Columbus, Indiana, in 
January 1966. Resuming 
my folkmusic research, I fo-
cused on the C&O through 
the New River Gorge in 
West Virginia, and made 
the decision to model this 
area in HO scale. I became 
a charter member of the 
C&O Historical Society 
in 1969, and wrote a se-
ries of 22 articles for our 
newsletter on Folksongs 
of the C&O. Meanwhile, 
we purchased our first (and 
only) home in 1968, and I 
completed handlaying a 
dogbone loop of track in 
1973.

By that time, one par-
ticular C&O folksong, “The Wreck on the 
C&O”, had been recorded by Joan Baez, 
Lester Flatt & Earl Scruggs, and several 
other contemporary folk and bluegrass 
artists. A specific reference in one variant 
of the song led me to discover the narrow 
gauge Mann’s Creek Railway, which ran 
from the C&O at Sewell in the New River 
Gorge nine miles “up the mountain” to 
coal mines at Clifftop from 1886 to 1955. 
With beehive coke ovens at Sewell, and 
a large logging/lumber operation on the 
mountain, I had found my prototype rail-
road to model! There followed 20 years of 
research, with 25 on-site visits to Mann’s 
Creek territory, 216 personal interviews, 
and collecting over 1,000 photographs as 
a combined effort with fellow modeler 
Ted Schnepf — a long period where little 
modeling was done.

Following my retirement from 
Cummins at the end of 1995, we agreed 
to finally write a book based on our years 
of research, and West Virginia Narrow 
Gauge—Mann’s Creek Railway was pub-
lished in 1999. This book, along with several 
articles, allowed me to receive my third AP 
certificate, Model Railroad Author, in 2001. 
It was now time to concentrate on my model 

railroad, which had “barely advanced” in 
those 26 years between 1973 and 1999.

Keeping in mind the various AP re-
quirements, I completed my trackwork, 
wired the layout, and have scenicked most 
of it. Several of the structures built in the 
early 1960s for contests are on the layout, 
including a coal mine complex that won 
first place-displays at the 1966 Cincinnati 
National Convention. Since “finding” the 
Mann’s Creek Railway, my goal has been to 
closely replicate various prototype structures 
and scenes from pictures in our book. After 
earning the Electrical certificate in 2007, I 
set my sights on the Civil and Scenery cer-
tificates, receiving these in 2009. 

I then set myself yet another goal — 
to achieve MMR status during the tenure 
of my friend and fellow C&O Historical 
Society member Mike Brestel as President of 
the NMRA, and if possible, achieve this in 
NMRA’s 75th year. In our research, we had 
acquired a specific Mann’s Creek Railway 
prototype photograph that I felt perfect for 
the seventh certificate, Prototype Models. 
This modeling was finally completed to my 
satisfaction, and successfully judged in June 
2010.

I wish to especially recognize and thank 
two of my “cheerleaders” — Larry Smith, 
MMR 185 and Ron Morse, MMR 159, for 
their encouragement and advice in com-
pleting the requirements for Master Model 
Railroader. Valuable advice, techniques, and 
progress were shared over the past several 
years with Tom Maule, who is also model-
ing the Mann’s Creek Railway in fine detail. 
And, I was certainly honored to have Francis 
Hughes, MMR 29, as one of the four judges 
for the seventh certificate.

I may have earned the dubious distinc-
tion of having the longest elapsed time be-
tween my first AP certificate and MMR, 
48 years, just one year short of the 49-year 
history of the Achievement Program! An 
evocative railroad-theme poster with the 
words “Life is a journey, not a destination” 
has been taped on my layout room door for 
many years, and this is certainly true for my 
“life” long love of trains and model railroad-
ing — and, my quest for MMR.

Ron has earned the following certifi-
cates: Master Builder—Structures, Master 
Builder—Cars, Model Railroad Author, 
Model Railroad Engineer—Electrical, 
Model Railroad Engineer—Civil, Master 
Builder—Scenery, and Master Builder—
Prototype Models. 

MMR EARNED MMR EARNED

Ron Lane earns MMR # 447

I was introduced to trains at a very early 
age, while living near the Erie Railroad 

in Wellsville, New York, in the late 1930s. 
An entry in my mother’s diary when I was 
two years old states: “After his nap, we went 
up to see the train come and leave.” And, 
the Christmas after I turned three, an en-
try reads, “Claude (my father) put Ronald’s 
train tracks onto a board…” Although I do 
not remember these two, and several other, 
duly recorded events, these early childhood 
experiences must have started me on the 
path of a lifelong passion for trains and 
model railroading.

As a teenager, I enjoyed my American 
Flyer “Royal Blue” train set, with cardboard 
buildings and green grass colored on scrap 
plywood. This was dismantled when I en-
tered Cornell in 1954 to pursue engineer-
ing. To satisfy some required Arts credits, 
I selected a course in American Folklore. 
Much of each class was spent singing folk-
music, including many railroad folksongs. 
Instructor Peter Yarrow led us, just before he 
formed the folk trio, Peter, Paul, and Mary! 
This kindled my interest in both folk and 
bluegrass music.

Brad Slone earns MMR # 437 

I ’ve had an interest in trains as far back 
as I can remember. My mother still 
recalls how I would have her set an 

old wind up steam engine on the floor and 
watch it light up and run around my crib. 
As I got a little older and it came time for 
me to learn to read, my parents use to bribe 
me by allowing me to purchase model rail-
roading magazines only if I would read the 
articles and not just look at the photos — 
tough deal!

My entrance into the world of model 
railroading began early with my parents pur-
chase of a Tyco Chattanooga choo-choo set 
for Christmas. Today, I model the St. Louis 
San Francisco’s eastern division during the 
early 1940s. As one can imagine, model rail-
roading is not a common pastime in rural 
Missouri, but my grandfather always took 
me to various shows and museums around 
the area. I can vividly remember to this day 
as a youngster grandpa taking me up to the 
tracks to watch the trains go by most ev-
ery Friday afternoon. He did everything he 
could to cultivate my interest of railroad-
ing, I think he was a closet railfan/model 
railroader at heart. It is for this reason that 
I have to dedicate my MMR to my grandpa, 
William H. Jones.

Fortunately for me, my love for trains 
never really faded through my adoles-

cent and college years as it has for many. 
Throughout my life it would seem as though 
there has always been a constant of trains. 
Oh, I’ve taken spells where I will take a break 
for a period of time, but never a complete 
absence from the hobby. The one big change 
that took place was during college when I 
decided to change from modeling the late 
1970s to modeling the 1940s. A change 
that was largely brought on by witnessing 
the St. Louis Steam Association’s effots of 
running No. 1522 up and down the Frisco’s 
former eastern division. Even though I have 
changed eras, I’ve never had a desire to mod-
el anything other than my favorite railroad 
(Frisco) and over my favorite portion the 
middle of the eastern division. Although it 
has only been recently that space for a full-
size layout has become available, I have been 
working on building a fleet of rolling stock 
and motive power to fill a layout. It is my 
intent to have most of this work complete 
by the time I start work on a layout.

A friend of mine once said that achiev-
ing MMR status was a journey, for myself it 
ended up being a 15-year long journey. Back 
then, a non-NMRA member (Dean Smith) 
told me since I enjoyed building contest 
models so much why didn’t I get involved 
with the NMRA Achievement Program — 
that’s when it all started. Now that I have 
acquired my MMR, I’m trying to persuade 
him that he should do the same! Although 
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FOR THE FINEST IN mOdElbuIldINg – 
SubSCRIbE TO THE 
NARROW gAugE 
ANd SHORTlINE 
gAZETTE 

S e n d  $ 3 6 . 0 0  f o r  a  1  y e a r  ( 6  i s s u e s )  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n  U . S . A ,  
$ 4 5 . 0 0  C a n a d a ,  $ 5 0 . 0 0  O v e r s e a s  ( i n  U . S .  f u n d s )  t o :
bENCHmARk PublICATIONS  •  P.O. box 26 • los Altos,  CA 94023
Visa & masterCard orders call 1-800-545-4102 or fax 650-941-3845

“The GAZETTE is a beautiful mix of enjoyable history lessons, detailed data and draw-
ings, modeling how-to’s and look-at-what-I-did’s, and most of all, inspiration. When 
reading a GAZETTE, I always get the feeling of sharing in a group event – that even 
though I am a reader, I am included in the ‘family’ that is the GAZETTE, and that we all 
share the same enjoyment of this pasttime that is model railroading.”

Look what subscriber, Stanley Conley, has to say:

Narrow your horizons

•A 100-page, high quality, four color 
magazine, published bi-monthly in 
January, March, May, July, September 
and November 

•Not just for the narrow gauge modeler
•Covers narrow gauge, short line, and 

vintage railroads
•Articles on scenery, sound, structures, 

vehicles, weathering and more
•Prototype information and plans
•Product reviews
•Advanced and beginning modeling 

techniques

Narrow your horizons

I have taken my time, I have learned a lot 
and enjoyed the trip a great deal. I would 
have to say probably the best part has been 
all the new friends I have made along the 
way, for that matter I would say that about 
the hobby as a whole.

Throughout the process I have received 
a great deal of encouragement from many 
NMRA members, Ron Williams and Rick 
McClellan come to mind just to name a 
few. I must also mention the sacrifice my 
wife, Gwen, has made during the hours I 
spent at the workbench preparing for the 
next contest.

Model railroading is such a wonderful 
hobby and encompasses so many aspects 
of other hobbies. What other hobby can 
you combine so many other hobbies in one: 
construction of models, the operation of 
them once they are complete, photography, 
and history, just to name but a few. The great 
thing about clubs and organizations such 
as the NMRA is that if you are not famil-
iar with one aspect you can lean on fellow 
modelers for the help you need. Or if some-
one really enjoys the element of the hobby 
that you don’t, sometimes they might even 
pitch in and help you do it. With the help 
of modern technology and the knowledge 
of fellow members within the NMRA there 
is no reason not to jump on board and enjoy 
the hobby to it’s fullest!

Brad lives in Dixon Missouri with his 
wife Gwen. He is employed by the Army Corps 
of Engineers and is a government certified 
track inspector. Among his current projects 
is the replacement of a number of 1940s era 
timber trestles.

Brad has earned the following certifici-
ates:

Never miss a single new 

Athearn release. Sign up 

to receive Athearn News, 

our email newsletter that 

keeps you on top of the 

latest products and news. 

Whenever something new 

is coming out, you’ll know 

about it even before it ’s 

at your local train store, 

because each new an-

nouncement will appear 

in your inbox first. With 

so many exciting models 

on the way, make Athearn 

News your best source of 

information. Head over to 

www.Athearn.com, and 

you won’t miss the next 

edition.

© 2007 Horizon Hobby, Inc. Athearn 
products are distributed exclusively by 
Horizon Hobby, Inc. For additional infor-
mation or your nearest Athearn dealer, 
call toll-free 877-504-0233. 10565 

Sign up for 

Athearn 
News

thirdpageATHNews.indd   1 4/2/07   3:58:13 PM

Scale Rails (1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 

Or 100,000 train photos. Or 50,000 train

magazines. In fact, there are a lot of things you

should be checking out at the National Model

Railroad Association’s Kalmbach Memorial Library.

You'll find everything from prototype railroad

periodicals to vintage model kit instructions.

As an NMRA member, you have easy access to

everything – it's all just a phone call, letter, or email

away. Our staff will even help you do research about

virtually any train topic, whether

it’s model or prototype.

Visit one of the world's

largest train libraries at

www.nmra.org. You'll 

find that the NMRA has

a lot to offer modelers.

Check it all out!

Check out

6,000 train books.

w w w . n m r a . o r g
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We make it even more fun.

Support

Advertisers. . .

They support the NMRA!

Call Lenny Ohrnell (888) 740-6733 to advertise


