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Phillip Everett, Spokane, Washington
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Central Region

Steve Pharris, Louisville, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
Robert Rodriguez, Dumfries, Virginia

Midwest Region
Harold Helland, Hawthorn Woods, Illinois

Pacific Northwest Region
Larry Brumback, Missoula, Montana
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Master Builder — Prototype 
Models

Lone Star Region
Fred Holland, College Station, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Mid-Eastern Region
P. J. Mattson, Swedesboro, New Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
James Harper, Santa Clara, Utah

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Mid-Continent Region
Ken Jenkins, Basehor, Kansas

Mid-Central Region
Steve Pharris, Louisville, Kentucky

Mid-Eastern Region
George Pandelios, Hummelstown, 
Pennsylvania
Robert Rodriguez, Dumfries, Virginia

Midwest Region
Mark Preussler, Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Pacific Northwest Region
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Rocky Mountain Region
James Harper, Santa Clara, Utah

Sunshine Region
Jon Lash, Lake City, Florida

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

May 2010
Golden Spike

Mid-Central Region
Tom Lindquest, Louisville, Kentucky
John Ottman, Shively, Kentucky
E. Roy Ward, Ruffs Dale, Pennsylvania

Mid-Eastern Region
Steven Jackson, Fairfax, Virginia
Robert Lyter, Dauphin, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
David Dekonski, N. Providence, Rhode 
Island
George Landow, Providence, Rhode Island
Donovan Lewis, Providence, Rhode Island
Michael Tylick, Marshfield, Massachusetts

Pacific Coast Region
Michael O’Brien, Bakersfield, California

Sunshine Region
Jon Lash, Lake City, Florida
Robert Moody, Monticello, Florida

Master Builder — Motive Power
Midwest Region

David Allen, Marquette, Michigan 

Sunshine Region
Richard Dobler, Lake Wales, Florida

Master Builder — Cars 
Lone Star Region

Michael Jobe, Royce City, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Howard Junker, Juniata, Nebraska

Mid-Central Region
Tom Brueggeman, Cincinnati, Ohio

Pacific Northwest Region
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Southeastern Region
James Schall, Harriman, Tennessee

Master Builder — Structures
Lone Star Region

Fred Holland, College Station, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Ryan Moats, Omaha, Nebraska

Pacific Northwest Region

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Thousand Lakes Region

Don Dawkins, Plymouth, Minnesota
Alan Saatkamp, Harrisburg, South Dakota

Chief Dispatcher
Mid-Continent Region

Ryan Moats, Omaha, Nebraska

Northeastern Region
Kevin Surman, Saratoga Springs, New York

Pacific Coast Region
Paul Deis, Paso Robles, California

Thousand Lakes Region
David Hamilton, Plymouth, Minnesota

Association Official
Northeastern Region

Keith Shoneman, Acton, Massachusetts
Andy Wasowicz, Ridgewood, New York

Association Volunteer
Mid-Central Region

Vagel Keller, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
Leo Hamel, Fall River, Massachusetts
Justin Maguire, Barrington, Rhode Island
Paul Mowrey, Pawtuckett, Rhode Island
Henry Pierce, West Warwick, Rhode Island

Niagara Frontier Region
Bruce Leckie, Brinston, Ontario

Southeastern Region
Bill Zawacki, Woodstock, Georgia

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Continent Region

Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Pacific Coast Region
Joseph Aymar, Rohnert Park, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

MMR GROUP: All MMRs are invited to 
work with other MMRs by contacting Rick 
Shoup, MMR, at ricshoup@verizon.net.	

If you have questions about the AP pro-
gram or requirements, start with your lo-
cal or Region AP manager. If you still have 
questions, contact Frank Koch at fjkoch@
hotmail.com. If you prefer to write, contact 
Frank at 4769 Silverwood Dr., Batavia, OH 
45103.

NMRA BULLETIN

2010 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  • July, 11–18, 2010 • Info: • http://www.nmra75.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, 
FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—David Howarth
22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble  NSW  2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—John D Spratley (aka The TOAD)
30 Lower Whitelands; RADSTOCK; BA 3.3 JW. 
England / UK. 
H:(1761) 434246 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 6-18-10

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, Mn 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
410 Bayberry Ln, Jenner’s Pond, West Grove, PA  19390
H: (610) 345-0901 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini  
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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Headquarters

Notice of Elections

The following NMRA Board of 
Directors positions are open for elec-

tion in 2011: 
1. Central District Director; 
2. Canadian District Director; and 
3. Regional Advisory Council (RAC) 

Director. 
Please check Article III, paragraph 12, of 

the NMRA Executive Handbook, EHB, lo-
cated at http://www.nmra.org/national/or-
ganization/nmra_organization.html for the 
extent of the districts affected. Qualifications 
for candidates are listed in the EHB. 

All submissions of candidates’ names 
for consideration by the Nominations 
Committee for the Central District 
Director shall be submitted to Didrik Voss, 
Chairman of the Nominations Committee, 
davoss@pvmtengr.com, no later than July 
30, 2010.

Nominations for the Canadian District 
Director are managed by the Canadian 
Nominating Committee. Contact Clark 
Kooning, MMR, Canadian Regional 
Director, candir@hq.nmra.org, for more 
information. 

Nominations for the Regional Advisory 
Council Director are managed by the 
Regional Advisory Council. Contact Bob 
Ferguson, RAC Director, racdir@hq.nmra.
org for more information. 

 Candidates may wish to run for these 
positions by petition and not be subjected to 
the decisions of the respective Nominations 
Committees. Requirements for submitting 
by petition are contained in the EHB. All 
submissions by petition shall be received 
by the Secretary NMRA no later than 
September 15, 2010.

before selling it to a new owner three years 
ago. Thereafter, I was finally able to attend 
meetings of the local NMRA Piedmont 
Division of the SER, where many of its 
members are former customers and friends. 
The SER is one of the most active Divisions 
I’ve belonged to, with average monthly 
meeting attendance consistently just shy 
of 100 members who enjoy learning from 
excellent clinic presentations, monthly 
open house layout tours, a weekend train 
show drawing nearly 6,000 attendees and 
254 vendors, and November’s annual 
Piedmont Pilgrimage, where more than 70 
local layouts can be visited throughout the 
entire month. Am I proud of this Division? 
You bet! It’s also where I got to know our 
Division Superintendent Howard Goodwin 
and Division AP Chair Bob McIntyre, 
both strong advocates of the Achievement 
Program.

After seeing my work-in-progress HO 
layout, Howard began twisting my arm to 
pursue AP certificates. I ignored him (which 
isn’t easy!) until Bob offered a challenge 
to all Division members at a meeting. He 
stated he wanted to have 10 MMRs in the 
Piedmont Division by the time we host-
ed the 2013 Peachtree Express NMRA 
National Convention here in Atlanta. His 
message resonated, and I decided to get 
to work. Much of what I had built over 
the years (now in residence on my layout) 
qualified, making the pleasurable task much 
easier. Kudos too, to Randall Watson, Bob’s 
assistant, for making sure the paperwork 
was in order and got to where it needed to 
go. I’m humbled to be the fourth MMR in 
our Division. Several other members aren’t 
far behind, and Bob might just get his wish. 
I certainly hope so. Now it’s my turn to give 
back in recognition of the many past and 
present peers who helped me achieve this 
award, and I encourage all of you to give 
the AP a try. It does indeed make you a bet-
ter modeler. I look forward to making new 
friends in Atlanta in 2013. By the way, I 
don’t weather my trains with real dirt and 
water anymore.

Peter has earned the following AP cer-
tificates, Model Railroad Author, Master 
Builder–Scenery, Master Builder–Prototype 
Models, Master Builder–Structures, Master 
Builder–Cars, Model Railroad Engineer-
Electrical, Model Railroad Engineer–Civil. 
He’s also the author or co-author of two model 
railroading books and several articles in lead-
ing model railroading magazines.

Address change?
Back Issues or 

Replacement issues?

Members needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of NMRA Magazine 
should contact the staff at the national 
headquarters in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 
(423) 892-2846 or by e-mail at nmrahq@
aol.com.

MMR Earned It ran smoothly and quietly, and on two 
rails like the real thing! The store owner no-
ticed my obvious fascination, explained the 
little locomotive was HO scale, and asked 
me a few questions about my ability to put 
things together. I must have answered satis-
factorily. A short time later, my Lionel trains 
had been exchanged for just enough items 
carefully selected by the owner to make up 
a basic HO scale set. Another wonderful 
discovery was my debt to dad had also been 
scaled down proportionally. From child-
hood ignorance, so began a lifelong love 
affair of trains and model railroading.

Early efforts were educational, at times 
crudely successful, and others disastrous. 
But the few hobby magazines I was able to 
buy showed what could be done and kept 
me interested through the years of formal 
education, military service, a budding ca-
reer as a commercial airline pilot, and the 
start of a family. My job required occa-
sional relocation, the upside of which was 
the ability to visit, befriend, and learn from 
wonderful craftsmen. The downside was 
layouts begun, the latest an improvement 
from the last, only to be torn down come 
the next move. Among my East Coast men-
tors now long gone were NMRA members 
Gordon Garnett and Bob Arnold. Gordon 
taught me to airbrush, Bob to build scen-
ery in small, less conspicuous areas of his 
fabulous basement “U-Lines” club layout. 
Patient teachers with a sense of humor, I 
am forever indebted to them. Another was 
the late Bob Longo. His passion for the 
Santa Fe Railway prompted him to form 
the Santa Fe Modelers Association, at first 
a small group of us sharing his interest, 
evolved today to international member-
ship. Bill Messecar and Rick Dietrichson 
became friends and still are 30-plus years 
later. Pooling newfound knowledge, we all 
helped one another, improving the accu-
racy of our models and boldly considered 
ourselves “prototype modelers” inwardly 
looking down upon our freelancing friends 
as misguided brethren. Excepting Stephen 
Priest or Andy Sperandeo, Bill knows more 
about the Santa Fe than any of us, a railroad 
he continues to model beautifully. Rick is 
one of the finest N scale modelers it’s been 
my pleasure to know. Having rejoined the 
NMRA in retirement, he’s currently work-
ing on his fifth AP certificate.

Divorce and a new employer caused 
another relocation, this time to Southern 
California. Model railroading took a back 
seat, surfacing only on occasion as a model 

built then packed away, or custom paint jobs 
referred by several hobby shops. I did even-
tually build two modules of Santa Fe’s “Surf 
Line” at San Clemente for a clinic I gave to 
an SFMA meet in Bakersfield, California. 
The remarkable hospitality extended to 
fellow model railroaders was exemplified 
by visits to childhood heroes and legends 
John Allen and Whit Towers. John was a 
most gracious host over six trips I made to 
his Monterey basement to see the amaz-
ing “Gorre & Daphetid.” It was even more 
remarkable than the many photographs I’d 
seen in the magazines and the old Varney 
ads. I was Gulliver walking gingerly through 
canyons with mountains reaching above my 
head! I learned to bring a notebook to write 
down John’s answers to my unending ques-
tions, a cherished keepsake to this day. His 
influence on my modeling, like for so many 
others, was enormous, and I can only dream 
of reaching the lofty artistic benchmark he 
set. His achievements were all the more 
incredible considering materials available 
back then. Whit became more friend than 
acquaintance. His mischievous sense of hu-
mor was well documented by the time we 
met and he hadn’t yet fully abandoned his 
“biffy” phase. The “Alturas & Lone Pine,” 
although vastly different than John’s G&D, 
was another masterpiece, the work of an-
other true craftsman and influence. 

 I had corresponded with Santa Fe’s 
legendary Summit, California, agent, his-
torian, and author, Chard Walker for several 
years prior to moving to the West Coast. 
We were already friends before we met 
in person. We drove, walked, and talked 
about his beloved Cajon Pass on several 
occasions with conversations continuing 
over cold drinks in his Hesperia home. His 
willingness to copy personal slides or any 
other Santa Fe material that interested me 
was beyond generous and a huge help for 
scratchbuilding models I couldn’t buy. We 
even went to book signings together, his the 
definitive work on Cajon Pass, mine a little 
soft cover treatise for modelers. Chard was a 
true gentleman, and he is truly missed.

I met and married my wife, Melody, 
a real Georgia Peach and Southern Belle, 
in California. Her family and many rela-
tives, all Georgians, hoped we would come 
“home.”

Having almost completely retired from 
commercial aviation, we eventually did buy 
a house with a basement (!) in a suburb of 
Atlanta. We opened a retail model railroad 
shop and ran it successfully for 10 years 

Peter Youngblood, Earns 
MMR #433

Nearing the end of the first decade of my 
life, my interest in model railroading 

began rather ingloriously. A hand-me-down 
Lionel O-27 set from my older brother 
was granted occasional trackage rights on 
a ping-pong table of considerable vintage. It 
was fun, but my too-careful observations of 
real Santa Fe trains at the twilight of steam 
almost proved my undoing. My Lionel 
trains were far too shiny. In a determined 
effort to make them look more like their 
full-size counterparts, I carried them out-
side covering them with a paste of dirt and 
water enthusiastically applied by my small, 
pliable fingers. I was quite satisfied with my 
weathering technique, not so Dad when he 
eventually noticed the short string of dirt 
clumps sparking erratically around the table, 
an unusually large whistling clod up front 
smoking from its wheels instead of stack.

Having survived the ensuing mushroom 
cloud, Dad escorted my dirty deed and me  
to the local hobby shop (and Lionel dealer) 
for its resurrection to be paid for over time 
by my meager allowance. While dad and the 
storeowner were determining the length of 
my servitude and certain piggy-bank bank-
ruptcy, my attention was drawn to a small 
steam locomotive running back and forth 
on a test track behind the counter. I couldn’t 
take my eyes away from this little beauty! 

.

engineering series vol. one

By Robert D. Walz

.

engineering series vol. two

By Robert D. Walz


