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Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Midwest Region
Jim McQueeny, Rockford, Illinois

Niagra Frontier Region
John Brown, Waubaushene, Ontario
Ronald Colpitts, Orillia, Ontario

Sunshine Region
Richard Dobler, Lake Wales, Florida

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Mid-Contient Region
Monte Hofmann*, Chadron, Nebraska

Mid-Eastern Region
Steve August, Charlotte, North Carolina

Chief Dispatcher
Mid-Contient Region

Nelson Moyer, Iowa City, Iowa
Brad Slone, Dixon, Missouri

Niagra Frontier Region
Allan Crisp, Severn Bridge, Ontario

Association Volunteer
Mid-Eastern Region

David Arday*, Fulton, Maryland

Steve August, Charlotte, North Carolina
Robert Clegg*, Vineland, New Jersey
John Swift*, Toms River, New Jersey
Chris Widmaier*, Delanco, New Jersey

Midwest Region
Keith Clark*, Bloomington, Indiana
Charles E. Lewis*, Westmont, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Howard Dyer*, Farmingville, New York

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Contient Region

Ben Merta, Marion, Iowa
Nelson Moyer*, Iowa City, Iowa
Tom Stolte, McLouth, Kansas

Northeastern Region
Leonard Amrhein*, Rome, New York

MMR GROUP: All MMRs are invited to 
work with other MMRs by contacting Rick 
Shoup, MMR, at ricshoup@verizon.net. 

If you have questions about the AP program or 
requirements, start with your local or Region 
AP manager. If you still have questions, con-
tact Frank Koch at fjkoch@hotmail.com. If 
you prefer to write, contact Frank at 4769 
Silverwood Dr., Batavia, OH 45103.

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

October 2009
Golden Spike

Mid-Contient Region
Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Mid-Eastern Region
Steve August, Charlotte, North Carolina

Midwest Region
William Zeter, Bloomington, Illinois

Niagra Frontier Region
Richard Sparrow, Fonthill , Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
Frank Markovich, Belmont, California

Master Builder — Motive Power
Pacific Northwest Region

Jim Little, Coldstream, British Columbia

Master Builder — Cars 
Mid-Contient Region

Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Pacific Northwest Region
Fred Kaser, Molalla, Oregon

Master Builder — Structures
Mid-Contient Region

Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Mid-Eastern Region
Robert Minnis, Oak Hill, Virginia

Midwest Region
Jochen Drechsler, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Niagra Frontier Region
Graham MacDonald*, Baden, Ontario

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Contient Region

Monte Hofmann, Chadron, Nebraska

Mid-Eastern Region
Mathew Thompson*, Gainesville, 
Virginia

Northeastern Region
Edward O’Rourke, Syracuse, New York

Niagra Frontier Region
John Brown, Waubaushene, Ontario
Graham MacDonald, Baden, Ontario

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

MMR EARNED

R. Brooks Stover earns MMR #428

I am one of those rare modelers who, while 
raised on American Flyer in the 1950s 

like many kids of my era, actually stayed 
with the scale throughout the intervening 
half century! My brother and I had a reason-
ably sized tinplate Flyer layout. As nice as 

NMRA BULLETIN

2010 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  • July, 11–18, 2010 • Info: • http://www.nmra75.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, Promotion) 
Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—John D Spratley (aka The TOAD)
30 Lower Whitelands; RADSTOCK; BA 3.3 JW. 
England / UK. 
H:(1761) 434246 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 12-1-09

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
410 Bayberry Ln, Jenner’s Pond, West Grove, PA  19390
H: (610) 345-0901 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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HEADqUARTERS

MMR EARNED

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

Members needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of Scale Rails should 
contact the staff at the national headquar-
ters in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at (423) 
892-2846 or by email at nmrahq@aol.
com.

the equipment was, even in my early teen 
years I improved the appearance by adding 
extra ties and dulling down the plastic sheen 
wherever and however I could. I guess the 
die was cast for me to be an “S” modeler 
way back then.

After the usual time away for college, 
marriage, and starting a family, I returned to 
my love of trains by building a small under-
the-tree layout using the American Flyer 
from my childhood. But reading modeling 
magazines and seeing photos of some of 
the great layouts being built in the 1970s, 
I wanted to build a “real” model railroad. 
I was introduced to the Buffalo Creek & 
Gauley, a West Virginia coal-hauling short-
line by my brother who lived for a brief time 
in the town where the coal mine that the 
BC&G served had been located many years 
earlier. To make a long story short, I have 
been collecting information on the BC&G 
and its parent Elk River Coal & Lumber 
Company for more than 30 years and have 
built three “S” layouts depicting it. Each 
layout has moved farther from my tinplate 
heritage and closer to a true scale model.

I was fortunate to operate on a several 
quality layouts as I was beginning the design 

and construction of my current layout. I 
not only learned the joys of operations but 
also got tips on what was needed to build a 
layout that was as fun to operate as it is to 
look at. I now find one of the most satisfying 
aspects of the hobby to be watching a group 
of fellow modelers bring my BC&G layout 
to life during an operating session.

In early 2008, with the encouragement 
of Dan Lewis and Jim Clements, two MMRs 
who are in the round robin group of which 
I am a part, I embarked on the NMRA 
Achievement Program. Encouragement 
also came from fellow BC&G modeler Phil 
Bonzon (see MMR earned in the December 
2009 issue of Scale Rails), whom I came 
to know through the wonder of the Internet 
and the website I built to share prototype 
information on the BC&G, www.buffalo-
creekandgauley.com. Phil and I pursued the 
goal of becoming an MMR simultaneously 
providing encouragement to one another 
along the way. I’d also like to thank Larry 
Wolohon, MMR, and Larry Smith, MMR 
for their support and advice through the 
process.

I am a member of a large “S” club 
located in southeast Michigan and enjoy 

writing articles for modeling publications, 
something I’ve been doing since the mid-
1970s. Besides model railroading, I enjoy 
traveling with my wife, Carol, visiting with 
our two daughters and their families, in-
cluding our four grandchildren. I also enjoy 
photography and “flying” Microsoft’s Flight 
Simulator on my home computer.

There’s no question that pursuit of 
the various AP certificates has improved 
my modeling skills. I now approach mod-
eling a structure, a piece of rolling stock 
or a scene differently than before, even if 
the model will not be judged. My layout 
is better because of the AP program, and 
I believe that is the value of participating 
in it. I look forward to many more years of 
satisfaction from this wonderful hobby and 
to helping others work their way through 
the AP program!

Brooks has earned the following certifi-
cates: Master Builder–Cars, Master Builder–
Structures, Master Builder–Scenery, Master 
Builder–Prototype Models, Model Railroad 
Engineer–Electrical, Chief Dispatcher, and 
Model Railroad Author.

WANTED COLLECTIONS
Father & Son team looking for

large, high quality collections in all
scales.  Specializing in HO scale.  

Resellers, but collectors too!  
No collection too large!

Fair prices for entire collections. 
Call Dan Toll-Free 
@ 1-877-227-5557

      Cessna Acivity Center   2744 George Washington Blvd.

BIGGEST SHOW IN WICHITA, KS

Operating layouts and Home layouts
Over One Hundred Tables

$6.00 Admission - good for both days

For info call Phil or John @ 800-586-4443
e-mail aylward1@cox.net

 January 30th - 31st, 2010
- 9 AM to 5 PM  SATURDAY SUNDAY Noon to 4 PM     

Chuck Davis Earns MMR #425

R ailroads were pretty much a daily 
part of my life growing up. My 

wife, Kathy, and I were both raised in 

Wilkes-Barre in northeast Pennsylvania. 
Located in the Wyoming Valley along the 
Susquehanna River, Wilkes-Barre was a 
center for anthracite coal. Coal mines, 
railroads, churches, and bars were located 

everywhere throughout this once-bus-
tling area. Several members of our family 
worked in the mines or for the railroads 
which hauled the coal.

I grew up within three blocks of the 
South Wilkes-Barre mine, which was ser-
viced by Jersey Central and many of our 
neighbors worked there. The four tracks 
of the Lehigh Valley and CNJ mainlines 
passed within two blocks, and there was 
nearly a constant procession of trains to hear 
and watch. My grandfather, Davis, was a car 
inspector for Lehigh Valley at its yard in 
Wilkes-Barre. I got to ride in one of the yard 
engines which I never forgot, and rode on 
the Black Diamond with him. That started 
my love for the Valley. 

I always enjoyed modeling, and my 
room was filled with models of planes, ships, 
and cars. By the time I reached high school, 
I had expanded my 4x8 Lionel layout into 
an L-shaped moveable layout with a 26-foot 
branchline that covered most of our attic. Toy 
Train magazine articles had opened up a dif-
ferent train modeling perspective for me.

After graduating from college, I was 
commissioned in the Navy. We moved 
to Norfolk, Virginia, in 1970, and I have 

spent most of my military and high school 
math teaching careers here. Shortly after 
our daughter, Christina, and son, Sean, were 
born, I bought them an HO Tyco train set. 
That got me hooked on HO and back into 
modeling. Fortunately, there was a large 
HO club layout in Norfolk about that time 
that I joined. Learning from them, includ-
ing MMR Dave Spanagel, kept me in HO 
at a time when engines were notoriously 
poor runners. 

My first real exposure to the NMRA 
was at a MER Convention in Richmond in 
1975 and then at the National Convention 
in Washington around 1980 when I was 
stationed there. The tours and clinics re-
ally impressed me. After retiring from the 
Navy and returning to Norfolk, I joined the 
Tidewater Division, and finally the NMRA 
in 1997. With a lot of encouragement from 
Linda Coski, Norm Garner, and MMR John 
“JJ” Johnson, I started entering contests and 
working toward earning AP certificates. The 
best way I can describe my modeling is that 

my father was a millwright by profession, 
and I feel like I followed him in that respect: 
a jack of all trades and master of none.

Managing my tutoring business now 
keeps me occupied, but provides enough 
time for making progress on my layout. I like 
to think of model railroads as an animated, 
three-dimensional art form. Within artist’s 
license, my layout (http://members.cox.
net/mylvrr) depicts several scenes from my 
youth, and some of the historical and geo-
graphical features of the Wyoming Valley 
area. I really enjoy operating it, and with 
members from the Tidewater Division have 
periodic op sessions. Our first little engineer, 
Harper Ann, and our newest little engineer, 
Reese Kennedy, also enjoy running it with 
Pop Pop when they come to visit.

Chuck has earned the following AP 
Certificates, Master Builder–Cars, Master 
Builder–Structures, Model Railroad 
Engineer–Civil, Model Railroad Engineer–
Electrical, Chief Dispatcher, Association 
Volunteer, and Model Railroad Author.


