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Danny Head*, Guntersville, Alabama
Peter Youngblood, Kennesaw, Georgia

 Master Builder - Scenery 
Lone Star Region

 Fred Holland, College Station, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Peter Jaynes, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Pacific Southwest Region
Donald Ham*, Escondido, California

Southeastern Region
Peter Youngblood, Kennesaw, Georgia

Master Builder - Prototype Models
Mid-Central Region

 Bob Fink**, MMR, Waynesville, Ohio

Southeastern Region
Peter Youngblood, Kennesaw, Georgia

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Mid-Eastern Region
Brian Sheron, Poolesville, Maryland

Southeastern Region
Joseph Norris, Bakersville, North Carolina
 
Model Railroad Engineer — 

Electrical
Lone Star Region

Fred Holland*, College Station, Texas

Rocky Mountain Region
Jerald Hansz, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado

Southeastern Region
Peter Youngblood, Kennesaw, Georgia

Chief Dispatcher
 Mid-Continent Region

Peter Jaynes, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Midwest Region
M. David Johnson*, Glenview, Illinois

Sunshine Region
Richard Dobler, Lake Wales, Florida

Association Official
Mid-Continent Region

Edward Bommer, Okmulgee, Oklahoma
Barry Quensel*, Lawton, Oklahoma

Midwest Region
Bob Lehnen, Indianapolis, Indiana
David Poquette, Whitefish Bay, 
Wisconsin

Pacific Northwest Region
Anthony Lee, Lethbridge, Alberta
Steve Prevette, Graniteville, South 
Carolina
 

Association Volunteer
Mid-Continent Region

James Dimatteo*, Branson, Missouri

Mid-Eastern Region
Chuck Davis, Norfolk, Virginia
Patrick McTeigue*, Warmnster, 
Pennsylvania

Pacific Northwest Region
Anthony Lee, Lethbridge, Alberta

Pacific Southwest Region
John King*, 29 Palms, California

Southeastern Region
Glen Hall, Pensacola, Florida

Headquarters

BIDS FOR THE NMRA 2014 NATIONAL CONVENTION
 The NMRA Meetings & Trade Show Department is requesting bids from 

potential Host Groups for the 2014 NMRA National Convention.
 The convention area for 2014 is the central area of North America. The central 

area is roughly defined as west of a line from the western border of Pennsylvania and 
the Quebec/Ontario border to states and provinces east of the Rocky Mountains.

If a group desires to host the NMRA National Convention, a letter of intent must 
be sent to the Meeting & Trade Show Department no later than January 1, 2010.

If interested in hosting the NMRA National Convention, please contact Henry 
Jordan 301-598-0175 (E-mail conv@hq.nmra.org) for additional information.

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

Members needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of Scale Rails should 
contact the staff at the national headquar-
ters in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at (423) 
892-2846 or by email at nmrahq@aol.
com.

aCHIeVeMeNt PrOGraM

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 
**Indicates earned all 11 Certificates

July 2009
Golden Spike
Lone Star Region

Steven Barkley, Beaumont, Texas
Mickey Taylor, Bridge City, Texas 

Niagra Frontier Region
Gordon McIntyre, London, Ontario 

Rocky Mountain Region
John Ruhr, Cedar City, Utah 

Southeastern Region
William Blinn, Niceville, Florida
Daniel Hayden, Pace, Florida
Jerry Roberts, Cantonment, Florida

Master Builder — Motive Power
Mid-Continent Region

Brad Slone, Dixon, Missouri

Sunshine Region
William Boyle, Tallahassee, Florida

Master Builder — Cars
Northeastern Region

Paul Allard, Milton, Vermont

Master Builder — Structures
Mid-Continent Region

Peter Jaynes, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Mid-Eastern Region
Chuck Davis, Norfolk, Virginia

Pacific Southwest Region
David Irick, Glendale, Arizona

Southeastern Region
Howard Goodwin, Neworth, Georgia

NMra BuLLetIN

2009 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Hartford, Connecticut  • July 5 – 11, 2009 • Info: • http://www.HN2009.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(615) 325-2529 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

dePartMeNt &
PrOGraM MaNaGers
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Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 5533
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Vacant
If interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st St., Smithville, MO 64089
H (816) 866-4043 e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
1125 Grinnel Road, Wilmington DE 19803-5125
H: (302) 478-2550 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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MMr earNed

I  was born in Chicago, but we moved to 
southwestern Michigan before I was a 

year old. This is where I grew up. As with so 
many of us, my interest in railroads started at 
a very young age. My father had an Ives elec-
tric train that was set up under the Christmas 
tree every year (three rail large gauge). I was 
young enough to hardly remember much 
else, except the smell of that electric motor. 
There wasn’t much else to remember about 
Christmas in the mid-1930s.

As my brother and I got older, we played 
with this train some, but it never ran well, 
so we spent limited time with it. When I 
was around six years old (1938-1939), my 
mother sent a picture of my brother and me 
to a radio station in Chicago. Joe Kelley had 
a kids’ program on WLS. He was known as 
“Jolly Joe.”

The picture was entered into a contest of 
some sort involving pets. We were pictured 
with a couple of our little kid goats. Anyway, 
we ended up winning a prize. The prize was 
an O gauge wind-up model of the Union 
Pacific M-10,000 train. We played with that 
“Jolly Joe” train for years as well as a wind-up 
Milwaukee Road “Hiawatha” train.

Later, we had some Lionel and Marx 
electric trains and what seemed like miles 
of track that we would occasionally set up 
all around the dining room floor. As a junior 
high kid, I went to Chicago several times 
with my Dad to attend hobby shows in the 
old Coliseum. By then my Dad had opened 

My 4x8 layout was one of the displays at the 
National Convention in Denver in 1977. 
I also participated in the Denver National 
Convention in 1991 and several Rocky 
Mountain Region conventions as contest 
judge and as a volunteer.

Besides improving my modeling skills, 
I have met and cultivated friendships with 
many wonderful people through my NMRA, 
Rocky Mountain Region, and Pikes Peak 
Division activities. Working on the achieve-
ment program has been an outgrowth of 
what I enjoy doing anyway. I would recom-
mend anyone who enjoys building models 
to become interested in and active in this 
program.

Irving has earned the following certifi-
cates: Master Builder–Cars, Master Builder–
Structures, Master Builder–Scenery, Model 
Railroad Engineer–Civil, Model Railroad 
Engineer–Electrical, Chief Dispatcher, and 
Association Volunteer.  

Irving Johnson earns MMR 420

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Continent Region

Peter Jaynes, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Brad Slone, Dixon, Missouri

Mid-Central Region
David Decker*, Dayton, Ohio
William DeFoe, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
Bruce DeYoung, West Milford, New 
Jersey

Region
James Fuhrman*, Gaden Grove, 
California
Chuck Nauman, Las Vegas, Nevada

Southeastern Region
Charlie Crawford, Marietta, Georgia
Robert Wheeler*, Suwanee, Georgia
Peter Youngblood*, Kennesaw, Georgia a small hobby shop. I never forget how the 

large O gauge Baltimore & Ohio layout 
made an impression on me.

I became interested in the new H.P. 
Products TT gauge trains. I bought an 0-6-
0 engine, some car kits, and started a small 
layout. This lasted on and off through high 
school and college. After college, I switched 
to HO gauge. My railroading activities suf-
fered some, as I embarked on a new teaching 
career, but I managed to start several small 
layouts and build some models as I moved to 
a couple of different locations in Michigan. 
In 1965, I moved to Durango, Colorado. Of 
course, you can guess what happened then. I 
became interested in narrow gauge.

Besides scratchbuilding a lot of nar-
row gauge equipment, much of my old TT 
rolling stock was converted to HOn3. This 
worked surprisingly well.

I now live in Divide, Colorado, just 
west of Colorado Springs. I built my pres-
ent home around the planned layout room, 
and am still working on both. Having spent 
my years as a music teacher, a logger, camp-
ground manager, machinist, among other 
short-term jobs, I still found time to build 
models. Scratchbuilding, when I have time, 
is still one of my main interests.

I joined the NMRA in 1962, and had 
my first convention experience (NCR) in 
Flint, Michigan, in May 1963. It was there 
that I won my first award, having entered a 
couple of cars in the contest. I was a member 
for about 10 years, attending conventions in 
Denver and Alamosa. Then I had to drop out 
for a few years. I rejoined the NMRA, and 
have been a member for the last 31 years. 

LeRoy O. King, Jr.
1921 – 2009

LeRoy O. King, Jr., one of the country’s leading authorities 
on electric railways, passed away in Dallas on August 13, 2009, 
at the age of 87.

King was born in Georgetown in the District of Columbia 
September 29, 1921 into a family lineage which preceded the 
American Revolution. Educated at The Sidwell Friends’ School, 
he met his future wife while he was in the eleventh grade. After 
graduation from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 
he entered Midshipmen’s School at Notre Dame where he was 
commissioned ensign in the United States Navy Reserve. King 
married his high school sweetheart in 1943 prior to shipping 
out for the South Pacific where he served for the duration of 
World War II. He remained in the reserves after the war, retiring 
as a lieutenant in 1955.

King spent his professional career in the casualty insurance 
business first in California and then in Dallas, Texas where the 
family moved in 1961. He retired in 1986.

His father, LeRoy O. King, Sr., influenced his son in the 
study of streetcars and electric railroads. Together the two men 
photographed and documented electric railways across the 
country and especially the District of Columbia. It was from 
this jointly collected material that the younger King wrote his 
first book, “100 Years of Capital Traction” which became a 
landmark reference on streetcars of the nation’s capital, recently 
being included in a list of “50 Essential Washington DC History 
Books” by the DC Public Library, Washingtoniana Division, 
and the DC Center for the Book.

King also edited and published two books on Washington 
area interurban systems “Every Hour on the Hour” and “Old 
Dominion Trolley Too.” He edited “Texas Electric Railway” 
for the Central Electric Railfans’ Association (CERA) and 
contributed photographs, information and other resources to 
many CERA publications over his long association with that 
organization.

His encyclopedic knowledge of street railways was put to 
use in three full-color books published by Morning Sun Books 
wherein he edited the pictures and wrote the detailed captions.

King was a life member of the United States Naval 
Institute and a 50-Year member of the National Model Railroad 
Association (NMRA). He wrote the original NMRA stan-
dards pertaining to electric railways. King enjoyed model rail-
roading and assembled an HO scale layout with fully opera-
tional, scratchbuilt overhead based on his boyhood home in 
Georgetown.

Because of his vast knowledge of streetcars, interurbans and 
main-line electric trains, King’s advice, counsel and assistance 
was sought from enthusiasts and researchers all over the world. 
There was never a call asking for his help with a project nor a 
search for an answer to some long forgotten trolley tidbit to 

which he did not graciously and eagerly respond. He presented 
papers and talks at NMRA and CERA meetings and for nearly 
30 years hosted a monthly slide-show gathering at his Dallas 
home for local traction fans and friends.

He was also active in many other railroad history organiza-
tions including the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, 
the National Railway Historical Society and the Seashore Trolley 
Museum.

King was laid to rest with full military honors in the Dallas 
- Fort Worth National Cemetery. He is survived by his wife of 
nearly 66 years and one son.

Memorials may be made in his name to The Shore Line 
Interurban Historical Society, P.O. Box 425, Lake Forest, IL 
60045.

Above: LeRoy King stands over the conduit of a section of Capital Transit 
streetcar line on ‘O’ Street at Potomac NW in Georgetown, D.C., on May 
30, 1998. — Jay Miller photo

In Memoriam


