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2009 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Hartford, Connecticut  • July 5 – 11, 2009 • Info: • http://www.HN2009.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2011—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Roger L. Cason, MMR (HO) 
1125 Grinnell Road
Wilmington, DE 19803-5125
H: 302-478-2550 F: 302-478-3556
e-mail: develop@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — John E. Roberts, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Jerry Schoenberg, MMR
1039 Clinton St., Carrolton, TX 75007-4828
H: (972) 242-9053 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Larry Alfred, MMR
14633 South Chalet Drive, 
Olathe, KS 66062-2527 H (913) 782-6584 
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org
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Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
1125 Grinnel Road, Wilmington DE 19803-5125
H: (302) 478-2550 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Gary Children
2135 S 95th St., West Allis, WI 53227
H: (414) 327-1666 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Neville Meads
26 Russell Hill Road, RR #1, Bobcaygeon, Ontario, 
Canada K0M 1A0 
(705)-731-0893 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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Southeastern Region
Jerry Michnewicz, Memphis, Tennessee

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Mid-Eastern Region
Brian Sheron, Poolesville, Maryland

Pacific Coast Region
Seth Neumann*, Mountain View, 
California

Chief Dispatcher
Lone Star Region

Robert Mangrum, Early, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
James Allen, Huntersville, North Carolina

North Central Region
Douglas Hughes, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Tom Wortmann, Staten Island, New York

Pacific Northwest Region
Steven Prevette, Pasco, Washington

Sunshine Region
J. Joseph Brann, Orlando, Florida

Association Volunteer
Mid-Continent Region

Larry Lamb*, Pleasant Hill, Iowa
Duane Parsons*, Norwalk, Iowa
Paul Speer*, Indianola, Iowa

Pacific Southwest Region
Sandy Friedfeld*, Rancho Palos, 
California

Southeastern Region
James Fuqua*, Hendersonville, North 
Carolina

Model Railroad Author
Midwest Region

Donald Lewis*, Dixon, Illinois

Sunshine Region
Jim Gore*, St. Petersburg, Florida

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

January 2009

Golden Spike
Mid-Continent Region

Lester Lorhan, Hastings, Nebraska

North Central Region
Gary Evans, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Richard Swihart, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Niagra Frontier Region
Richard Fahey, Burlington, Ontario

Pacific Northwest Region
Jim Berling, University Place, Washington
Paul DeMuth, Spanaway, Washington
Richard Meicho, Tacoma, Washington

Southeastern Region
Hugh Teaford, Memphis, Tennessee

Master builder — Structures
Lone Star Region

Kelly Russell, Houston, Texas

Master builder — Scenery
Mid-Eastern Region

Brian Sheron*, Poolesville, Maryland

Midwest Region
Ronald Lane, Columbus, Indiana
John Pancini*, Avon, Indiana

Southeastern Region
George Bloodworth, Alpharetta, Georgia

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Midwest Region
Ronald Lane, Columbus, Indiana

Pacific Northwest Region
John Decker, Kennewick, Washington

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

MMR EARNED

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

M embers needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or re-

placement issues of Scale Rails should con-
tact the staff at the national headquarters in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, at (423) 892-2846 
or by email at nmrahq@aol.com.

HEADqUARTERS

Mike Braunstein earns MMR 416

M y first remembrance of my interest 
in trains was at age four. The family 

living upstairs had a large standard gauge 
Lionel layout in their living room. While 
it was primarily for Christmas, it did stay 
up all year. Perhaps I remember this so well 
because I have a picture of me sitting by the 
layout. My dad would take me down to Penn 
Station in Newark, New Jersey, to watch the 
GG1s zip through on the through/freight 
tracks and stand beside them when they 
stopped to change passengers. The GG1, in 
all its mass, made an impression on me that 
endures to this day as my favorite locomo-
tive. After considerable nagging, pleading, 
and I’m sure some really obnoxious behav-
ior, Dad finally gave in and at age eight I 
received an American Flyer O scale 3-rail 
royal blue freight set. The set was a figure 
eight, and was set up and taken down count-
less times because it could not remain set up 
continuously in my small room. More royal 
blue passenger cars were obtained later. I 
still have all the trains, less the track, to this 
day. My friends had Lionel and American 
Flyer 2-rail, and my cousin had a huge Lionel 
setup in his basement, so I was never wanting 
for playtime with trains.

A cereal company during my child-
hood offered an HO train set consisting of 
a Globe dummy F unit, a boxcar, a gondola, 
and a caboose for a forgotten quantity of 
boxtops and about seventy-five cents. Two 
months and untold bowls of cereal later, the 
order was sent off, and I waited with great 
anticipation for the train’s arrival. Since the 
models had no power or track, they were 
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natal position, and turn my electric blanket 
up to nine. The judges took me aside and 
told me what they looked for and how to fill 
out the paperwork. I went to the national 
O scale train show that year and won Best 
Diesel, which was judged by NMRA judges. 
The following year, I achieved my first Merit 
Awards, one on the diesel and another on 
an On3 freight car. I was on my way. I be-
came a judge in the SER and decided that all 
my certificates that required Merit Awards 
would be earned at the Region or National 
level. This decision led to a longer time to 
get my awards and certificates, but also gave 
me the time to apply the attention and skills 

temporarily relegated to display status. One 
day, my Dad appeared with some HO track, 
a power supply, and some brass track. One 
box held a Hobbytown drive kit for an F 
unit. I was on Cloud Nine, or maybe Ten. 
Reality quickly set in as a pre-teen boy just 
doesn’t have the skills or knowledge to tack-
le this project without help. I assembled the 
drive unit using the instructions written in 
words that I could not recognize. I actually 
got it running until I put the weights over 
the rubber tube coupling. Not knowing 
anything about clearances, and the like, I 
was doomed to run the train without the 
weights. Dirty track, poor connections, and 
childhood inexperience all led to a rather 
disappointing experience with HO scale. 
Luckily, the AF set kept right on tracking.

I discovered the NMRA during my 
teenage years and became a member. I also 
purchased a Suydam HO trolley — no small 
feat with my meager income. Although I had 
never seen a trolley in person, my interest in 
trolleys was born and continues to this day. I 
also discovered TT scale, and it continues to 
be alive and well in the U. S. and around the 
world. While my skill set had improved over 
the years, it still wasn’t up to TT scale’s de-
manding assembly requirements. The larger 

Lionel and Flyer equipment kept calling my 
name in the far reaches of my mind. Visits to 
several two rail and outside third rail O scale 
layouts imprinted on my mind both the mass, 
realism, and reliability of this larger scale. I 
was hooked.

After high school, employment at NJ 
Bell, a stint in the Air Force, and an educa-
tion at the University of Maryland, I moved 
to Georgia, where I worked in a civil ser-
vice job. It was at this time that I started 
custom painting model trains. Attending 
train shows enabled me to sell my prod-
ucts, purchase trains at dealer cost, and meet 
other modelers, some of which I have main-
tained friendships with for the last 40 years. 
During the mid-1970s, I started the Warner 
Robins Model Railroad Club meeting in the 
freight portion of the Southern Railroad 
depot. My skills vastly improved as we hand-
laid the track, which had to withstand the 
100-plus temperatures of summer and the 
sub-freezing temperatures of winter.

In 1990, I decided to return to the 
NMRA and became a life member of the 
NMRA, SEC, and MER. I went to my first 
SER convention and entered one of my O 
scale engines. My score of 37 almost made 
me seek the nearest corner, assume the pre-

NMRA® DCC Certifi ed Decoders
Be confi dent you’re using the right decoder. 

The listed decoders conform to NMRA® Standards and Recommended Practices. 

Warrant  Mfg. / Model         
   Bachmann
 2006-1006 E-Z Decoder  
   CVP Products

1998-80 AD4 Digital Decoder 
   ESU

2003-05 LokPilotDCC #50601
 2003-04 LokPilot #50600
   Hornby

2008-1003 R8215, Version 1.3
   Lenz

2006-1005 Silver - MP
 2006-1004 Gold - JST MP
 2004-18 LE1035 Series
 2004-11 LS150 DCC Turnout
 2004-07 LE1835 Series
 2004-01 LE1000A Value-Line
 2002-05 LE0511 Series

 Warrant  Mfg. / Model                          
   Lenz continued
 2002-04 LE4024XF
 2002-03 LF100XF
 2002-02 LE0512W/LE0521D Series
  LE130XF-JST/LE1024 Series
 2001-03 LE113XF Family
 2001-02 LE010XF
 1999-63 LE077XF Universal
 1999-48 LE122
 1999-46 LE080XS
 1999-14 LE105XF
 1999-13 LE062XF
 1999-02 DHP-5
 1998-82 LE103XF/LE104XF
 1998-81 LE103KDUS
 1997-01 LE 230, Version 5.1
   ROCO
 1998-65 Model 742, Version 4.1

Warrant  Mfg. / Model    
   S Helper Service 
2003-17 S Scale  F7 Sound
   Soundtraxx
2003-14 DSD-LL100LC 
2003-13 DSD-C628LC
2003-12 DSD-LL080LC
2003-11 DSD-B3TSLC
2003-10 DSD-B280LC
2003-09 DSD-090LC Steam 
2003-08 DSD-LL110LC
2003-07 DSD-AT100LC
2003-06 DSD-090LC Diesel
2000-48 DSD-100LC Diesel
2000-47 DSD-100LC Steam
   Wangrow
2000-44  No. SH-154/154P
   Zimo
1998-79 MX61N

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION® 
4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN  37421

Phone: (423) 892-2846 • Fax: (423) 899-4869 • www.nmra.org

The NMRA® can check new decoders submitted for evaluation.
Look for these seals to guarantee conformance with NMRA® standards.

NMRA
Future Convention 

Dates
 

(Note: Convention dates are from 
Sunday to Saturday — Last date of 

National Train Show is one day later)
 

Hartford, Connecticut
July 5 – July 11, 2009

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
July 11 – July 17, 2010

Sacramento, California
July 3 – July 9, 2011

Grand Rapids, Michigan
 July 29 – August 4, 2012
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®

ALL NEW Central Valley 8’ – 6” 
MAINLINE Tie Section

Central Valley #2003 Mainline ties are the 
ultimate in realistic H-O scale trackage.
There is no more machine perfect 
appearance. Each tie is positioned and 
aligned to its own unique place along a 
typical 19 tie per 33 foot distribution.
Like all CVT there is no need to worry 
about gauge or centering the rail along 
the ties because CVT is completely self 
gauging.
The 2003 CVT has its own bend-over 
spikes improved over the CVT bridge ties 
you may have used in the past.

Imagine what you can do with the new
8’ - 6” CVT tie sections. 

CENTRAL VALLEY        1203 Pike Lane - Oceano, CA 93445
E-MAIL: sales@cvmw.com                                      PHONE: (805) 489-8586

needed to get the awards. I have attended all 
the SER conventions since 1990. Attending 
Region conventions is a wonderful way to 
make lasting friendships, improve your skill 
sets with clinics and contests, and see some 
really inspiring layouts. 

Eighteen years after my first merit award 
I have finally earned enough certificates to 
achieve MMR status. I am probably the only 
MMR who has gotten Merit Awards for TT 
scale, N scale, O scale, and On3 in the his-
tory of the NMRA. It has been a long jour-
ney to this point. I currently model in TT 
scale, O scale (2- and 3-rail) and On3 scales 
as well as 1½-inch live steam. I’m erecting 
a large building on my new property and 
am very anxious to fill it with the trains 
I have accumulated over the years. I am a 
member of the Crossville, Tennessee, Model 
Railroad Club, the Chattanooga Society of 
Model Railroaders Live steam club, and an 
honorary member of the Warner Robins 
Model Railroad Club. I have six grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild. Two of the 
grandchildren love trains, and I make every 
attempt to keep their interest alive. Great 
friends and family, great models, great fun 
with trains. That is what life and the NMRA 
is all about.

Mike has earned the following certificates: Master 
Builder-Motive Power, Master Builder-Cars, Master 
Builder-Structures, Association Volunteer, Association 
Official, Model Railroad Author, Model Railroad 
Engineer-Civil. 


