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2009 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Hartford, Connecticut  • July 5 – 11, 2009 • Info: • http://www.HN2009.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2011—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Roger L. Cason, MMR (HO) 
1125 Grinnell Road
Wilmington, DE 19803-5125
H: 302-478-2550 F: 302-478-3556
e-mail: develop@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — John E. Roberts, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Jerry Schoenberg, MMR
1039 Clinton St., Carrolton, TX 75007-4828
H: (972) 242-9053 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Larry Alfred, MMR
14633 South Chalet Drive, 
Olathe, KS 66062-2527 H (913) 782-6584 
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org
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Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region—Clint Hyde
13443 Brookfield Dr., Chantilly, VA 20151
(703) 803-3068 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Gary Children
2135 S 95th St., West Allis, WI 53227
H: (414) 327-1666 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Neville Meads
26 Russell Hill Road, RR #1, Bobcaygeon, Ontario, 
Canada K0M 1A0 
(705)-731-0893 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jack Hamilton, MMR
10731 Warren Rd. NW Silverdale, WA 98383
H: (360)-308-9845 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Mid-Central Region
Dwight Sherman*, Charleston, West 
Virginia

Niagra Frontier Region
Raymond Howard*, Geneva, New York
John Kanakos*, London, ONT  
Bruce Leckie, Acton, ONT
 

Pacific Northwest Region
James Ballew, Coeur D’Alene, Idaho

Association Official
Thousand Lakes Region

Christopher Dancy*, West Union, Iowa

Association Volunteer
Australasian Region 

Frank Godde, Kalamunda, Washington 

Peter Jensen, Cessnock, NSW

Mid-Continent Region
Nicholas Brown*, Atkins, Iowa 
Rich Mahaney*, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Mid-Eastern Region
James Murphy*, Cary, North Carolina
Robert Rousseau*, Holly Springs, North 
Carolina

Midwest Region
Michael Wood*, Algonquin, Illinois

Niagra Frontier Region
John Moseley*, London, ONT 

Pacific Northwest Region
Larry Sebelley*, Chilliwack, BC 

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Central Region 

Ron Pearson*, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mid-Eastern Region
Earl Hackett*, Hockessin, Delaware
 

Niagra Frontier Region
Bruce Leckie, Acton, ONT
 

Pacific Coast Region 
Alf Modine, Cupertino, California

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

AUGUST 2008

Golden Spike
Australasian Region

Norm Downes, Ballina, NSW

Midwest Region
Michael Wood, Algonquin, Illinois 

Northeastern Region
Andy Clermont, Albany, New York 
Steve Perry, Miller Place, New York 
Leo Adamski, Penfield, New York 

Pacific Coast Region
Bill Everett, Santa Barbara, California 

Master Builder — Motive Power
Mid-Eastern Region

John Griffith, Lorton, Virginia
 

Pacific Coast Region
Alf Modine*, Cupertino, California

Master Builder — Structures
Australasian Region 

Frank Godde*, Kalamunda, Washington  

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Continent Region 

Fran Hale, Kansas City, Missouri
 

Northeastern Region
Don Irace, North Scituate, Rhode Island 

Niagra Frontier Region
Bruce Leckie*, Acton ONT

Pacific Northwest Region
James Ballew*, Coeur D’Alene, Idaho

AchIEvEMENT PROGRAM

MMR EARNED

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

M embers needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or 

replacement issues of Scale Rails should 
contact the staff at the national headquar-
ters office in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 
(423) 892-2846 or by email at nmrahq@
aol.com.

hEADqUARTERS

Jerry Ashley Earns MMR 411

I did not have a train set as a youngster. I 
grew up in eastern Kentucky where the 

only place you could get one was out of the 
Montgomery Ward Catalog. So I looked at 
the pictures and dreamed: One day I would 
have one. It happened, but not when I was 
a youngster. My wife bought me an N scale 
train set for Christmas about 15 years ago. 
I was hooked! That same year I also visited 
a mall layout and got to see what a modeler 
can do. 

I soon attended my first NMRA 
Division 8 meeting that next month where 
I got yelled at and told I could not join the 
Division unless I belonged to the NMRA. 
The person doing the yelling then turned his 
back on me and went about his business and 
never did tell me how to join the NMRA. So 
I left for about five years. Finally, I came back. 
The division could not get anyone to run for 
trustee that year, so I threw my name in the 
hat and was elected with no opposition. 

Although I didn’t know it at the 
time, that was how I got started in the 
AP Program. Volunteer was my first cer-
tificate. After 12 years as a trustee, I was 
elected Superintendent of Division 8 and 
served two terms in that office earning my 
Association Official certificate. Then, I was 
elected to the President’s office of the Mid 
Central Region, but had to resign after one 
year because of my health. 

Along the way I earned Scenery, 
Cars, Structures, Electrical, and Author’s 
Certificates. Thanks to much pushing and 
shoving from Ivan Baugh, whom I ap-
pointed as the AP Chairman for Division 
8 here in Louisville, I got those certificates 
finished. Thanks also to our national chair-
man, Paul Richardson, MMR, Frank Koch, 
MCR AP Chairman, and the collaboration 
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Tony J. Bowen Earns MMR 414

A s long as I can remember, trains have 
been a part of my life. My grandpa, 

who was a conductor for the Rock Island 
Railroad for 38 years and retired from the 
railroad in the early 1970s, was a big influ-
ence in introducing me to trains and keep-
ing that interest in my hands. Visits to my 
grandparent’s home ended with handfuls 
of Trains and Railfan magazines sent home 
with me. While other boys my age read 
Sports Illustrated, I read anything dealing 
with trains for hours on end.

After my parents realized trains were not 
going to be a short-term craze, I was given an 
N scale train set for Christmas in 1978. That 

first train set was a simple oval track that I set 
up on the dining room table Christmas Day. 
That was enough for me — I was hooked.

Within a year of receiving the N scale 
train set, I had upgraded to a track plan that 
was a little more than just a simple oval.

In high school, I took the railroad down 
and packed away many cars, engines, and 
models I had accumulated. To keep my in-
terests in trains, I began taking many railroad-
related photos and joined a local HO club.

When I went off to college at the 
University of Northern Iowa, I had a perfect 
part-time job working at a hobby shop in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. My hobby shop experi-
ence gave me the exposure of visiting with 
many talented modelers and listening to 
their stories of what worked well and not so 
well with their own modeling encounters. I 
listened carefully, and kept that insightful 
information to help me as a modeler. It was 
a true learning experience.

I married my high school sweetheart 
after graduating from college and took an 
elementary teaching position in Coggon, 
Iowa, a small rural town about 20 miles 
north of Cedar Rapids. At the time, we were 
living in Marion, Iowa, in a small apartment 
with no room for a railroad; however, the 
thoughts of building an N scale railroad 
were always being kicked around in the 
back of my mind. While living in Marion, 
I became acquainted with a Rock Island 
Railroad retiree who had made many of his 
own brakeman student trips on the railroad 
working with my grandpa. From his sto-

of Dick Briggs, MMR, and Howard Smith, 
MMR with Ivan for surprising me with 
the certificate at the MCR Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in May 2008. They facili-
tated the speedy delivery of the completed 
MMR certificate in time for the unexpected 
presentation at the convention. 

Thanks to a very understanding wife 
of over 40 years. She has given me all prop-
erty rights to the basement as long as I do 
the washing and drying of the clothes. She 
also answers the door when fellow modelers 
knock and sends them on down to me in the 
“hole” as she calls it. Some credit has to go 
to Miles Hale, MMR, because if he can do 
it, anyone can…

Jerry has earned certificates in: Master 
Builder—Cars, Master Builder—Scenery, 
Master Builder—Structures, Model Railroad 
Engineer—Electrical, Association Official, 
Association Volunteer, and Model Railroad 
Author. 

ries of railroading in the 1950s and 1960s, 
I narrowed down a time frame I wanted to 
recreate for my own model railroad.

In 1998, my wife and I built a house 
in Coggon, Iowa, and shortly after moving 
in, an N scale track plan and benchwork 
began to take shape. Because there were no 
other model railroaders in the area, I used 
my past acquaintances from my hobby shop 
experience and formed a small round robin 
group of model railroaders in 2003.

In 2004, I joined the NMRA with no 
intentions of pursuing the Achievement 
Program right away — the Division I be-
longed to was pretty inactive then. The 
Division became active again by the spring 
of 2005. After meeting other NMRA mem-
bers and taking an active role as the Division 
Clerk for the Eastern Iowa Division, I was 
inspired to start working on some of the 
Achievement Program Certificates.

I want to thank my wife, Jennifer, and 
my two daughters, Isabelle and Claire, who 
deserve special recognition. I also cannot 
thank my model railroading friends enough 
for their continued support and guidance. 
There are so many people who helped make 
this journey possible, and for that I am very 
grateful.

Tony has earned certificates in: Master 
Builder—Motive Power, Master Builder—
Cars, Master Builder—Scenery, Model 
Railroad Engineer—Electrical, Model 
Railroad Engineer—Chief Dispatcher, 
Association Volunteer, and Model Railroad 
Author. 

Walthers® code 83 switches 
with BUILT IN SWITCH 
MACHINE AND DECODER!! No 
drilling, mounting, aligning or 
wiring. Simply install, program 
and operate. 

www.cypress-engineering.com
“The Flea”™ top view

(Right hand switch ballasted)

PATENT PENDING

Walthers is a registered trademark of Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.

™

“The Flea”™ bottom view
(Left hand switch)

“The Flea”™ mounted in cork  
  roadbed. (Right hand switch)

PATENT PENDING
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David Crement Earns MMR 410

I became interested in the East Broad 
Top about 27 years ago and joined an 

informal group headed by Rick Shoup. I 
now hold Friends of the East Broad Top 
membership No. 29. I served as model and 
photo contest chairman for many FOEB fall 
reunions. I have been part of the volunteer 
restoration group for Robertsdale station 
and have contributed model building ar-
ticles for the Timber Transfer. 

I retired in 1994 and built a new home 
in Carpentersville, Illinois. I have a DCC-
equipped On3 multi-level home layout oc-
cupying a room 14 x36 feet. The basement 
has nine-foot ceilings. My complete machine 
shop with six-inch lathe and 30-inch milling 
machine occupies the other part of the base-
ment, and the 12-foot island model bench 
allows me to do most any modeling work.

My railroad closely follows the narrow 
gauge railroad of the East Broad Top lo-
cated in south-central Pennsylvania depict-
ing the upper half of the EBT. The layout 
includes 450 feet of hand-laid Code 100 
weathered rail. (See Light Iron Digest maga-
zine Volume 8, No. 5 Oct/Nov 2006 page 
12). The layout begins on the top level 61 
inches from the floor at Shaft Mine No. 8, 
Woodvale, Pennsylvania, and travels down 
through the company towns of Robertsdale, 
Cooks, and Rocky Ridge, disappearing into 
Wray’s Hill tunnel exiting at Coles Valley 
depot and tank house. The tracks continue 
through Kimmel Siding and Siding Hill, 
exiting again on the lowest level 27 inches 
below Woodvale’s No. 6 mine.

I have scratchbuilt many “O” scale EBT 
structures and railroad equipment models, 
and along with St. Charles Model Works of 

Illinois have made available the “PANIC” 
and No. 26 work caboose, many hopper car 
loads, and hopper car No. 523. There are 
currently new patterns being introduced 
for a variety of EBT’s passenger equipment 
and structures.

I am also a long-time member of 
the Great Northern Historical Society, 
Shortflaggers model railroad club, and an 
active participant with the Boy Scouts of 
America.

NMRA
Future convention dates

 
(Note:  convention dates are from 
Sunday to Saturday - Last date of 
NTS  is one day later)
 
hartford           July 5 - July 11, 2009          
Milwaukee      July 11 - July 17, 2010
Sacramento       July 3 - July 9, 2011
Grand Rapids   July 29 - Aug 4, 2012

David has earned certificates in: Master 
Builder—Cars, Master Builder—Motive 
Power, Master Builder—Prototype Models, 
Master Builder—Scenery, Master Builder—
Structures, Model Railroad Engineer—
Electrical, Model Railroad Engineer—Civil,  
and Model Railroad Author.

Do you want better conventions?
Take our survey!

www.nmra.org/survey

NMRA Survey

Chance to win big prizes!
See our Web site for the prize list and details.

Survey ends 30th November 2008
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