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NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of Achievement 

June 2008

Master Builder — Structures
Northeastern Region

Bruce DeYoung, West Milford, New 
Jersey

Pacific Northwest Region
Thomas Hawkins, Annacortes, 
Washington

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Central Region

John Stuber, Ostrander, Ohio

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

North Central Region
Marv Linke, Macomb, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Howard Dwyer, Farmingville, New York
Donald Irace, North Scituate, Rhode 
Island

Pacific Northwest Region
Thomas Hawkins*, Annacortes, 
Washington

Chief Dispatcher
North Central Region

Allen Crowley, Sterling Heights, 
Michigan

Northeastern Region
Thomas Piccirillo, Warren, New Jersey

Association Volunteer
Mid-Central Region

Jerry Doyle, Huntington, West Virginia

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

MMR EARNEd

Address change?
Back Issues or Replacement 

issues of Scale Rails?

M embers needing to make address 
changes, request back issues, or 

replacement issues of Scale Rails should 
contact the staff at the national headquar-
ters office in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 
(423) 892-2846 or by email at nmrahq@
aol.com.

HEAdquARTERs

NMRA BuLLETIN

2009 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Hartford, Connecticut  • July 5 – 11, 2009 • Info: • http://www.HN2009.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2010—Milwaukee, WI • 2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2011—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Roger L. Cason, MMR (HO) 
1125 Grinnell Road
Wilmington, DE 19803-5125
H: 302-478-2550 F: 302-478-3556
e-mail: develop@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — John E. Roberts, MMR
104 Heritage Pointe Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—Sowerby Smith
174 Fuller Road, Chatswood, NSW 2067 Australia
H: 61 2 9411 5726 W: 61 2 9460 7600
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Tim Rudge
Marsh House, 318 Marsh Road, Hilperton Marsh 
Wiltshire, England BA14 7PL
H:(01225) 340993 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Jerry Schoenberg, MMR
1039 Clinton St., Carrolton, TX 75007-4828
H: (972) 242-9053 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Jerry Ashley,  MMR
235 Franck Ave, Louisville, KY 40206-2544
502-893-0801 e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Larry Alfred, MMR
14633 South Chalet Drive, 
Olathe, KS 66062-2527 H (913) 782-6584 
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org
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Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager — 
Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Jan Wescott 
180 W Middleton Dr 
Henderson, NV 89015 
e-mail: mbrservices@hq.nmra.org 

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Mid-Eastern Region—Clint Hyde
13443 Brookfield Dr., Chantilly, VA 20151
(703) 803-3068 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Gary Children
2135 S 95th St., West Allis, WI 53227
H: (414) 327-1666 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Neville Meads
26 Russell Hill Road, RR #1, Bobcaygeon, Ontario, 
Canada K0M 1A0 
(705)-731-0893 e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Tim Fisher
641 Rosyln Road, Grosse Pointe Wds., MI 48236
H: (313) 881-2607 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Kevin Oleson
50 Reser Road, Walla Walla, WA 99362
H: (509)-526-4436 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Bob Beaty, MMR 
741 Dividing Ridge Rd., Birmingham, AL 35244 
H: (205) 987-2385 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, SD 57032
(605) 767-9743
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org

Ron Plies Earns MMR No. 409

M y love of trains starts, like most 
model railroaders, at an early age. I 

was born and raised in Southern California 
alongside the Pacific Electric El Segundo 
Branch. Seeing those box electrics pulling 
a long string of tank cars up the grade from 
Standard Oil to Vermont Avenue in south 
central  Los Angeles, with the help of a 
Southern Pacific Mogul on the head end, 
made a real impression on me as a young 
boy. The biggest impression was left by the 
Southern Pacific Coast Daylight. My family 
would often take a trip to visit my uncle in 
Santa Barbara.  Many times we would be 
overtaken by that beautiful and wonderful 
red, orange, and black streamline train do-
ing well over 80 mph just north of Ventura, 
California. Many called it the most beauti-
ful train in the world, and if you ever saw 
it in person, there would be little to argue 
about. I still have a real love for the Southern 
Pacific and the Coast Line. 

My first train set was a Lionel set of 
Santa Fe F3s.  During my high school years, 
I found a local hobby shop just down the 
street from the original Athearn plant on 
Western Avenue. I saw a wonderful new 
HO scale SP trailertrain caboose in silver 
from Athearn and ever since it has been 
HO all the way. In the early 1980s, I built 
a module of the trestle at Gaviota just 
west of Santa Barbara, on the Southern 
Pacific Coast Line. Photos of the trestle 
were published twice in Model Railroader: 
January 1983 and February 1985. This 
same module was also published in the 
Southern Pacific Historical and Technical 
Society’s Trainline on two different occa-
sions. In the 1990s, I began building two 

modules of Port Cost, a small engine ter-
minal on the Southern Pacific mainline 
connecting  the Bay Area to Sacramento. 
The modules have traveled from Portland, 
Oregon, to San Diego, California, over the 
years to different train shows and conven-
tions.  The modules were featured on the 
front cover of Railroad Model Craftsman 
in July and August of 2000. The modules 
have appeared in a number of other publi-
cations. I also wrote an article for Railroad 
Model Craftsman on the Southern Pacific’s 
all-Pullman train, The Lark, between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles for the March 
2004 issue. I am currently working with 
my club, "The Eel River Valley Model 
Railroaders," in Ferndale, Humboldt 
County, California. We are building a lay-
out that is a historical representation of 
our local railroad the Northwestern Pacific 
here on the north coast of California. 
The Fortuna agent’s home that I built for 
our Fortuna module, has been shown in 
Mainline Modeler's August 2004 issue and 
the SPH&TS Trainline winter 2008 is-
sue. I hope to find the time soon to submit 
additional articles for publication on the 
NWP.  

On a personal note, I have been 
married to my lovely wife, Carol, for 42 
years.  She has kindly put up with me and 
my hobby. We have three grown children, 
two in the Boise, Idaho, area and one in 
Portland, Oregon. Our four grandchildren 
in the Boise area, all love Thomas the Tank 
Engine, which gives me great hope for the 
future of our hobby. I have a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Pasadena College, now 
Point Loma Nazarene University in San 
Diego, California, and a master’s degree 
from the University of San Francisco. I 
drove tour bus for the Gray Line of Los 
Angeles and California Parlor Car Tours, 
giving tours of Los Angeles and California 
to earn my way through college. I was on 
staff in a number of churches as a youth 
minister, served as a juvenile probation of-
ficer, and have owned my own insurance 
agency for the last 28 years. I am currently 
serving as the President of the Pacific Coast 
Region of the National Model Railroad 
Association. 

Ron has earned the following certificates: 
Model Railroad Author, Master Builder — 
Scenery, Master Builder — Prototype Models, 
Model Railroad Engineer — Electrical, 
Master Builder — Structures, Association 
Official, and Master Builder — Cars. 


