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A'BRAND' IS A PROMISE

A brand is not a logo. You achieve a ‘brand’ by making a
promise, showing the promise is different, then speaking
to how that difference has value. A promise should not be
confused with a service or offering (but it often is one).

The visualization inherent to the mediums where
this ‘promise’ occurs is your brand identity. Thus, a
consistent aesthetic philosophy for non-verbal
communication is a key part of the brand, and is one
part of keeping the promises your institution makes.

Marketing material and correspondence—any form of
information that bears your identity—represents the
NMRA as a whole. Viewers make snap assumptions about
the NMRA the first instance they see an element of the
brand identity and will continue to do so through each
medium they receive, in each channel they experience.

NMRA Graphic Standards

People cannot typically verbalize the difference between
good and poor visual communication, yet they recognize

it, they respond to it, and they make decisions based onit.
Failures in non-verbal communication are not just damaging
to the brand promise, they can also waste revenue and

even discourage engagement. If a brand is a promise,

then how well you keep the promise is everything.



CONSISTENCY

The key in maintaining your brand identity is consistency;
however, this doesn’t necessarily mean “sameness”. Being
consistently inconsistent—via variety of expression or
iteration of expression—is a form of consistency.

The NMRA's identity system is designed to inject a
contemporaty sensibility to the longstanding brand. It
allows for a range of interventions and incorporates several
methods to build visual equity into the brand over time.

This Graphic Standards places these methods in context.

While the Standards are thorough, there are certainly
permutations not yet discovered nor imagined. We
encourage you not to view your Graphic Standards as a
straight jacket or a tool box, nor as corporate livery, but
to view the components of the identity as a toy box.

NMRA Graphic Standards

Play creatively, iterate, and remember:
demonstrate, don't explain.
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A. PRIMARY
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1.1 NMRA Secondary Wordmark NMRA Graphic Standards
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1.1 NMRA

Four (4) secondary lockup
configurations are available.
Select the configuration that
best suits the application.

Secondary Wordmark

A. LEFT-ORIENTATION

NATI®NAL
M@DEL RAILR®AD
ASSOCIATI®N

C. RIGHT-ORIENTATION

NATI®ONAL
M@DEL RAILR®AD
ASS@CIATION

NMRA Graphic Standards

B. CENTERED

NATI®NAL
M@DEL RAILR®AD
ASSOCIATI®ON

D. SINGLE LINE

NATIONAL MODEL RAILRO®AD ASSOCIATI®ON
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1.1 NMRA

Primary Wordmark

NATI®ONAL
M@DEL RAILRO®AD
ASS@OCIATION
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NATI®ONAL
M@DEL RAILR®AD
ASSOCIATI®ON
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1.1 NMRA

1. STRETCHED

5. STROKED

The NMRA wordmark has been customized and built
by hand. The relationship between the letters in the
wordmark have been scaled and dialed for visual

balance and only provided vector art should be used.

Wordmark Don'ts

2. SQUASHED

6. GRADIENT

By default the wordmark should be displayed

in the lightest color on a dark background.
Alternatively, the wordmark should be displayed
in the lightest color on a dark background.

3.SKEWED
NNRAT
[ AN 4 [ AN 4
7.BOXED

AN /
N R
o0 oo

7/ AN

The wordmark should never be stretched, squashed,
outlined, or distorted in any way. If you scale them for
other uses, be sure the proportional lock is turned

on in the software you are using. See 1-4 above.

NMRA Graphic Standards 12
4, OUTLINED
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8. RENDERED IN AN UNPRESCRIBED
COLORWITH ADROP SHADOW

The wordmark should not be stroked, displayed with a
gradient fill, or in any color other than that which has
been specified. The wordmark should never be placed
inside a box or decorated in any way. See 5-8 above.



1.1 NMRA

The primary
wordmark is its own
measuring tool.

Wordmark
Clear Space

The primary wordmark always stands alone,
and should never be crowded by other text or
graphic matter. The wordmark should always
have 2 "N's" on all four sides. More is desirable,
but 2 "N's" are the minimum required.

NMRA Graphic Standards
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Likewise, the secondary
wordmark is also its
own measuring tool.

The seconary wordmark always stands alone,
and should never be crowded by other text

or graphic matter. The wordmark should
always have 5 "0O's" on all four sides. More is
desirable, but 5 "O's" are the minimum required.
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Regional Lockup Convention

o0 0 0 o0
MID CENTRAL ROCKY
REGION MOUNTAIN
REGION
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1.1 NMRA

In the spirit of championing standardization,
the division and club logos should cohere to
a more uniform degree of fidelity and adopt
a single-color approach. Three examples

of different division logos that adopt this
standard are demonstrated here.

Division & Club Lockup Convention

1966

so‘“
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v SUBURBAN by, Sto
N
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1.1 NMRA

This is the only approved
lockup that combines
the NMRA primary
wordmark, divison/club
logo, and region name.

Division & Club Lockup Convention

T D

o0

MID CENTRAL
REGION

The scale and placement

of the division/club logo is
informed by the dots derived
from the primary wordmark.
These dots define the clear
space required around the
division/club logo as well as
the maximum height and
width—whichever is met first
depending on the aspect
ratio of the division/club logo.

NMRA Graphic Standards
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1.1 NMRA

Division & Club Lockup Convention

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
REGION

NMRA Graphic Standards

17



1.1 NMRA

Division & Club Lockup Convention

()

MID WEST
REGION
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1.1 NMRA

NMRA regional lockup shall
consist of only the NMRA
logo and the region name.

Regional logos are NOT
permitted to be locked
up with the NMRA logo.

Division & Club Lockup Convention

MID CENTRAL
REGION

D CENTR
REGION

/ N\

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
REGION

Nmrg

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
REGION
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MID WEST
REGION

® ! ! ®
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REGION
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1.1 NMRA

There are three approved
variations of the NMRA
division/club lockup:

1 NMRA logo + division/
club logo + region name

2 NMRA logo + division logo

3 NMRA logo + division hame

Division & Club Lockup Convention

——
Division @
o=o ImmE. 00

MID CENTRAL
REGION

" SUBURBAN D’V'Slo
N

AO® o

sov°

)

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
REGION

2

%] Division
oo Immm. 0=0

Y SUBURBAN D“/’S/o
N

2AN9® o

509"
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3

DIVISION 8

SOUTH SUBURBAN
DIVISION
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@ TYPOGRAPHY
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2.1 NMRA

The primary typeface for the NMRA is OT Format Display.

OT Format Display is a bold, single-weight display
typeface released in 2021 by Omnitype and designed
by Simon Mager. It has a heavy, impactful presence
and is intended for large-scale uses like headlines or
signage. As part of Omnitype’s foundry roster, it stands
out for its strong visual weight and clear, clean forms.

Foundry: Omnitype
Available styles: 1

Typography

USAGE GUIDANCE

Primary Text
OT Format Display was adapted from its
original form for the NMRA wordmark.

Emphasis
Heavy weight is reserved for headlines,
emphasis, and display applications.

NMRA Graphic Standards

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUWVIWXYZ

abcdefghijkimnopgqgrstuviwxy=

0123456789

OT Format Display
Heavy
36pt
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2.1 NMRA

The secondary typeface for the NMRA is Nuckle.

Nuckle, designed by Filip MatéjiCek for Heavyweight, is a
modern grotesque sans-serif with a balance of functionality
and character. Its high x-height, generous proportions, and
angled terminals create strong readability while adding
subtle distinction. Spanning eight weights with broad
language support, it adapts easily from body copy to bold
display use. Conceived in 2011, Nuckle was designed to

hold space effectively in posters yet stay legible in smaller
text, making it a versatile, contemporary workhorse.

Foundry: Heavyweight Digital Type Foundry
Available styles: 8

Typography NMRA Graphic Standards 23

USAGE GUIDANCE

Primary Text
Medium and SemiBold weights should be used for body
copy and functional text across brand applications.

Emphasis
Bold weights are reserved for headlines,
emphasis, and display applications.

Elegance & Contrast
Regular weights may be used sparingly in large-
scale applications to convey refinement.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

0123456789

Nuckle
Regular
26pt

0123456789

Nuckle
Medium
26pt

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijkimnopqrstuvwxyz abcdefghijkimnopqrstuvwxyz

0123456789

Nuckle
Semibold
26pt

0123456789

Nuckle
Bold
26pt



2.1 NMRA

These tracking rules should
be applied across the system

with optical kerning on.

Typography

* OT Format Display
Heavy
UPPERCASE
18pt, tracked at Opt
Optical kerning on

* Nuckle
Medium
Sentence case
9pt, tracked at -5pt
Optical kerning on

* Nuckle
Bold
UPPERCASE
Tpt, tracked at 35pt
Optical kerning on

* Nuckle
Medium
Sentence Case
Tpt, tracked at -10pt
Optical kerning on

CORRECT

Correct

CORRECT

Correct

x OT Format Display
Heavy
UPPERCASE
18pt, tracked at 100pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Medium
Sentence case
9pt, tracked at 100pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Bold
UPPERCASE
Tpt, tracked at 100pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Medium
Sentence Case
Tpt, tracked at 100pt
Optical kerning on

Loose

LOOSE

Loose

NMRA Graphic Standards

x OT Format Display
Heavy
UPPERCASE
18pt, tracked at -50pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Medium
Sentence case
9pt, tracked at -50pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Bold
UPPERCASE
Tpt, tracked at -50pt
Optical kerning on

x Nuckle
Medium
Sentence Case
Tpt, tracked at -50pt
Optical kerning on

24
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TIGHT
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2.1 NMRA Web Safe Typography

When type must render as live text in
applications that exist in the Google ecosystem,
it will be necessary to deploy a web-safe font
which is readily available cross-platform.

For these instances, Manrope is
recommended on both PCs and MACs.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY Z

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz
0123456789

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY/Z

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz
0123456789

NMRA Graphic Standards

A3
Aa
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@ COLOR

NMRA Graphic Standards
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3.1 NMRA Color Palette NMRA Graphic Standards

RGB: 255/182/18 RGB: 94/181/219 RGB: 96/90/49 RGB: 43/22/26
HEX: FFB612 HEX: 5SEB5DB HEX: 605A31 HEX: 2b161a
PMS: 122 U PMS: Blue 0821U PMS: 7757 U PMS: 6077 U

CMYK: 0/15/100/0 CMYK: 60/0/10/0 CMYK: 26/24/89/50 cmyk: 50/74/34/34

RGB: 43/22/26 RGB: 63/30/41 RGB: 96/90/49 RGB: 14/51/49 RGB: 225/216/200 RGB: 247/242/237
HEX: 2B161A HEX: 3F1E29 HEX: 605A31 HEX: OE3331 HEX: EID8C8 HEX: F7F2ED
PMS: 6077 U PMS: 222U PMS: 7757 U PMS: 3165 U PMS: 9203 U

CMYK:50/74/34/34 CMYK: 34/81/46/26 CMYK: 26/24/89/50 CMYK:99/18/39/43 CMYK: 5/9/34/3
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COLORTYPES

Pantone™ HEEEEN

Pantone™ is the industry standard for color matching.
Pantone™ should only be used for professional offset
printers. On screen values will not match actual printed
material, and some laser and inkjet printers will not

be able to reproduce a Pantone™ specified color.

Pantone™ may also be referred to as PMS by
professionals. Please refer to a Pantone™ book for
actual color values. Use CMYK in house, but always use
your Pantone™ chips as a measure of color calibration
coming from any given vendor or method of print.

CMYK oo @
CMYK stands for cyan, magenta, yellow, and key (black)
and is often referred to as process color or four color.

CMYK s used inink jet and laser printers. Please be aware
that because of the process, CMYK colors can shift, so
always refer to a Pantone™ book for actual color values.

NMRA Graphic Standards

RGBandHEX mEmHE

RGB stands for red, green, and blue and is the
color model used for the web or anything that
will be viewed on a screen or monitor.

Hex values and RGB values should only be used online
with items not intended to be printed. These are
useful in websites and web safe GIF file formats.

30



@ IDENTITY KIT

NMRA Graphic Standards
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4.2 NMRA NMRA Graphic Standards

Membership Form Renewal Form Letterhead Envelope

POST OFFICE BOX 1328
1 SODDY DAISY, TN, 37384
Renewal Notice NMRA NMRR oo Pz e
f SODDY DAISY, TN, 3738: F (423) 899-4869 NMRAHQ@NMRA.ORG
Thank you for being oo o6 “
amember of the NMRA.
imbership only. Non-Us. resdents apply at mra.orgor request appication rom nmanq@nmrarg Membership Select (circle) Total
Name, Basic Allrights & benefits, digital NMRA Magazine access. $68  $136
Address " 2ms
City State/Prov. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
sy § i Premium  Allrights & benefits, digital NMRA Magazine access, $92  $184
stal Cc untry printed NMRA Magazine delivered to you. " s Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed
Phone Date of BIrth diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
E-mall Scale Modeled Family Spouse or minor of the member above. No magazine $10  $20 magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,
access, no voting rights, not allowed to hold office. o3 2vs quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure
Basic enef e 6 Sustaining  Required to join groups (clubs, business associations). $120 $240 dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat,
Allrights & benefits, digital NMRA Magazine access. oL B vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et
Premium  Allrights & acces: accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent
ey Student Must be between 19-25 years of age. $40  $80 luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Family r minor of the member above. No magazine  $ Al rights & benefits, digital NMRA magazine access. R 2vRs
OE =B IR Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed
Sustalning| Required to join groups (ciubs business assoclations).  $.1 diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
Allrights & benefits, digital NMRA Magazine access. 12 Kerchancise select (clrcle) Price ary Total

Student  Must be between 19-25 years of age. magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, . .
Allrghts & benefits, digital NVIRA magazine access. Blue Denim Long Sleeve Shirt s M L X $45 quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut BUS| ness Ca rds M em bers h i p Ca rd

RallPass  Uimitet o one tme only no voting rights Blue Denim Long Sleeve Shirt X AL A $50 aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
digital NMRA Magazine access. -

Black Golf Shirt S M L XL $45 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed
Black Golf Shirt oXL 3XL 4XL $50 diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
- magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,
Grey Golf Shirt s M L X $45 quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
Grey Golf Shirt 2XL 3XL 4XL $50 aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat,
Ball Cap Grey Black $50 vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et
Turnout Template HOScale O Scale $50 accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent GORDY
Standard & Clearance Gauge Ho N onao $10 luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. ROBINSO
n nown ab
Scale Gauge HON3 ON30 SN3 O (ADD $5) $7 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed
POBox 1220 Soday Dalsy, Tennessee 37641220 Phone 422 092 2045 Fax 423 09 436 3 A o -
Railway Track & Maintenance Book $30 diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,
Concrete Book $30 quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
Steel Book $40 aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis dolore te.
Freight Terminals & Trains Book $30
General Donation $
TOTAL $

Tri-fold Rack Card

s o better way to get more fun out of t reimbur
Rallroad Association, a organization NMRA s 00 oo
)00 members. ed t ping Publications g Grouper is a radically new benefit from your
ad e s fully enjoy thelr current health plan that recognizes the
gs you the fellowship of huge social benefits of activities like model
‘community, plus these benefits: railroading. It's called “soclal fitn .

Grouper works with most Medicare Advantage
and Medicare Supplement plans to cover NMRA
membership dues for eligible members over 65

NMRA Publications NMRA Publications* National & Reglonal conventions pecial access to places & people
our monthly magazine s avallable online and g Our monthly magazine is avallable online and Our National convention I held In a different city NMRA members have access to all Kinds of Find out more and see if your plan is
In print, and features news, modeling articies, In print, and features news, modeling articies, around North America every year, and features raiiroad locations others never get to see. Often covered by calling them at 833-519-1078
product announcements and more! The A product announcements and more! The hundreds of clinics, layout and industry tours, National and Reglonal conventions tour prototype or emailing nmra@hellogrouper.com.
monthly electronic NMRA Turntable rounds monthly electronic NMRA Turntable rounds Plus contests and prototype model displays. It facllities that are normally closed to the public.
up Interesting model rallroad websites, videos up Interesting model raliroad websites, videos ends with the three-day National Train Show. They get to see topof-the-line model railroads
and blogs. The NMRA eBulletin delivers the blogs. The NMRA eBulletin delivers the Regional conventions take place annually in that usually don't accept visitors. And they can
latest news about the Assoclation In email. Iatest news about the Association In emall, each of the NMRA's worldwide Reglons. spend time talking with some of the most famous
Annual personalities in model railroading today.
Photo
Calendar
Partnership Program Partnership Program NMRA Online Archives The Achievement Prog . Followsnipwithother Annusl NMRA calendar
©Our manufacturer and retall partners offer NMRA 2 Our manufacturer and retall partners offer NMRA Our Online Archives feature literally tens of It's arguably the best way to learn and hone your NATI®NAL supp el T
members generous discounts—some up to members generous discounts—some up to thousands of archival quality siides, photos, modeling skills. Those who earn seven of the Localdivison events s
45%I From software to backdrops to 3D printers, 45%! From software to backdrops to 3 printers, diagrams, and art from our extensive collection, all eleven Achlevement Certificates are awarded their M@DEL RAILR®AD Actievernent Frogrem (4F), & natonal ey Labity nsuranc for
we're adding more companies every month! we're adding more companies every month! avallable for download at very affordable prices. Master Model Railroader (MMR) certification. CEmmiAD) 5 o NMRA Orline Archives TesS aTsace

Modeling With The Places e N anada
ASSOCIATION e I

road organization

hip in the wor

Get more from your hobby
S|

member
model ra

" NMRA I
al Divisions Local Divisio online Video Library eservations on tandards and conformance

c s on Discounts & advan
‘There are more than 150 Divisions in the NMRA, ‘There are more than 150 Divisions In the NMRA, ‘The Members Only section of our website has. our Library periodically offers special NMRA Mermbers Ald Program

Modelrairoad layout directory  * Members only Company tore
NMRAX: the NMRA'S i Program
located In communities all across the U. located In communities all across the U.S., hours of “how-to" videos produced by professional books to the public, and NMRA members monihly vrtualmeetup.

Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Britain. Most Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Britain. Most video companies, as well as over 100 videos. can reserve their coples In advance

have presentations, layout tours and more. have presentations, layout tours and more. of clinics presented at national conventions. and recelve a substantial discount.

wwwnmraorg 4238922846

Model Rallroad Directory Model Railroad Directory Club liabllity insurance Modeling with the Masters TR

Whether youre at home or traveling, you ) Whether youre at home or traveling, you $1 million In llabliity Insurance s avallable In this Intense, multi-day regimen of Instruction . NMRA Interchange.

can connect with other NMRA members can connect with other NMRA members free for NMRA-sanctioned meets and shows, by Master Model Ralroaders, attendees

for alayout tour, to talk trains, or even ) / for alayout tour, to talk trains, or even and for $50 per year to 100% NMRA clubs. will get hands-on experience In beginning The NMRA Is an International organization.

10 Joln in an op session! There are maps, & v to]oin In an op sesslon! There are maps, Comparable Insurance typically costs many and Intermediate modeling techniques, And now the NMRA Interchange lets you easlly

descriptions, photos, videos and more. 3 descriptions, photos, videos and more. times this low rate. Ask for detalls. s well as helpful tips and advice. Interact with members anywhere In the worid.
A It's the place to ask questions, provide answers,

post events, share Ideas and make friends.

ortal to

Annual Ph dar 3 Annual Phot iar Collection Insurance h Memorial Librar
Each year we present 13 of the year’s best model Each year we present 13 of the year’s best model We offer NMRA members group property Housed in the California State Railroad The NMRA Interchange contains categories for
rallroad photographs taken by our members. raliroad photographs taken by our members. Insurance for collections, layouts, live steam, Museum Library, KML Is one of the worid's welcoming members, a help area, the NMRA
to0ls, slides and photos, books, and more. largest “rallroads only” libraries. worldwide community, the Achlevement Program,
Special Interest Groups, the basics, and much more.

more funin
model railroading

Your pe
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Tee Golf Shirt Hoodie Crewneck

Stickers Enamel Pins Hat Buttons Lanyard and Badge Holder
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NMRA Calendar

“ MR n Under the watchful eye of the conductor, the and “ MR n It's amagical moment and a railfan’s dream! The Royal Photography and Z
Georgla Northeastern Rallroad crew couples HO Scale modeling George Gorge bustles with rall traffic of every concelvable  Scale moceling by Dave.
oo o0 uptoa cut of cars In Elizabeth Yard. The layout by Thomas Kiimoski, oo o0 varlety on the Golden-Blackhawk and Central City model  George, Woodlands, Texas.
Is based on the prototype GNRR, a shortiine Hiawassee, Georgla rallroad. Submitted by John Buckley

running from Marietta, GA to Copperhil, TN.

GEORGIA +
NORTHEASTERN

u lv Welcome to the Photo Contributors
J 2026 NMRA Calendar!

oo LX)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY As the new co-manager of the NMRA Calendar, Name stte  scale  Region Name stte  Scale  Region
01 02 03 04 I stand on the shoulders of a giant: Mike Brestel. ReEr AR £ GRS ey CalenisMMEY EA] OB \ER
canaca Day Independence Day, US. Mike led the Calendar team for the last 20 years Bram Bakey o HO MR Dan Lews, MMR® v N NeR
1862: Union Pacific 1828 Baltimore & Ohio i i CEREELED U7 " M [RER L XN M £ NCRY
Rallroad founded Rallroad lays first stone and helped elevateittoa show!)let?e wecan Paul Brennecke, MMR® co wwv RMR Trevor Marshall SK s PNR
1897: Chicago, Indianapolis all be proud of. Sadly, we lost Mike in May. ot Budiie X > 5R ook Mason, Wi Ho. MWR
& Louisville Rallway formed Yy
1878: Chesapeake & But Mike's role in the NMRA was much larger Jack Burgess, MMR® CA HO PCR Linn Moedinger PA HOn3  MER
et than that. He was a National NMRA President, John Carmpoet MMR®. - MI HO  NCR John Munson NoHO MR

ViCe-PreSiden‘, TrUStee, Director, chair of three Michael Collins, MMR® FL HO SSR John O'Nelll, MMR! NE HO MCoR
. " " Steve Crise ™ o LSR George Pandelios PA o MCR
05 06 o7 08 09 10 11 committees, Publications Manager, and more. The
. list of his service to the Mid-Central Region and ik TN o aoe
gﬁiﬁ:‘g@: e e ISEOLINIS SCFVICE e gion Bruce Friedman DE HO  MER Chip Pecere FL on3® SR
Cincinnati Division 7 is just as long. He received David Qunn, MMR® NS HO  NER Marc Pitanza N Ho  MER
an Honorary Life Membership, four President's Bil Hamiton L HO SR Jay Qualman M HO  NCR
Awards, as well as the NMRA Meritorious Greg Harter N HO MWR Brook Qualman, MMR® M HO NCR
Service Award, and NMRA Fellow Award. Julian Hemstock UK on30 BR Robert Rodriguez, MMR® VA HO MER
ke truly loved th friend Peter Hocking oN HO R Neal Schorr PA  OR MR
Mike tru y loved the NMRA. H? was a frien Gary Hoover MO HO  MCoR Jeff Schramuk I o MWR
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 to many, including me, and will be missed by Jim Hopes FL Ho SSR Richard Seymour N HO  MWR
(@RI all. Mike, this calendar is dedicated to you. Dennis Jackson cO  HOm  RWR Jeff Traintime cA Ho PSR
way formet
The Calendar Team thanks everyone who submitted Ken Kiloy cA Ho o PCR Jesse Walden A y PeR
] " . . Thormas Kimosk GA HO SR Ian Wi UK HO BR
photos this year. With so many outstanding entries, omas Kimosid anwison
he selection process was both fun and challengin e Lt A . WL o oot we
the sel P! g g Gall Allen Komar, MMR® FL HO SSR Joseph Zebrowski NJ HO MER
Thank you for your generous donations and for Matt Lacrouts LA HO  LsA Andy J. Zimmerman FL N SSR
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THE PETER BECKER

Peter Becker Community is a senior living community
located i rteysile, Prnsyharia Over 500

p OBSERVATION CAR:
WARM FUZZIES

NMRA Magazine Editor
Cinthia Priest

1 was ust thinking about you. Yes, you — the

by connections, | mean the people they met

fongt encouraged,
1100k hallenged, oftentimes
friendships n the process.
aroyou orking ontoday? Vinats been the
Highignt ofyour
wins — has aways
been a common thread throughou all these
H Hopetully, my Multtudes of NMRA
9 “ellowship* s one of
lintended to o
mindto start ization. Indee,
proj a for
working o your hobby, d that the quaity of
uhatyou cur\s\der 0o your p

e ywsew Bonus points f you came tothis  outlets, an escape from the everyday tasks ife

set
editorial perhaps a bit grumpy or discouraged,
and my introduction stimulated you'to start

demands (at whatever stage you find yoursel,
e it work family, community service, tc.).

your

talents, o ke-

hobby, and — most imps

tly — yourseft. that

materialistic achievements can never attain.

As Editor,I've read countless articles, heard

e

ler

of build
their first kit to painting a realistic backarop.
to placing in a contest to hosting a successful

overalfinass) Gost. B the first o ey ellc”
at the next gathering, text a modeler just to

them, look for ways

n write-
their
, whereby. ind try replacing " with
what.
hoboby, par through their model

of the week and watch

tficates
in the NMRA' Achievement Program. These

ur t ore
interesting. You've just tapped into that Intangible
It deed!

stories, chronicle that big tin
person's connections to our great hobby. And

o3

ARTICLE & PHOTOGRAPHS
BY JOE NMORRIS

In2017, the We couid not sal
James (Jim) f the apartment at 181 feet than

Jim worked with Peter Becker Management to secure a on campus. dto ter inlength at 22 feet, After
location for one-floor of o the layout, our first endeavor

ong P
features is a railroad club enxuysd by many residents.

pus. Two
a12x26-foot room for the layout. Our founding and current

then bied. for about six
menths Cuttng e o tosectons, spicing the

president, Jim Rict
the club and designing the layout and track plans.
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enmovig the ayoutto
of

I
the layout occupied the winter and spring of 2018,

passenger station and food processing district for
the slaughterhouse, canning, and dairy operations.

o9

oa

PRESIDENT’S CAR:

ALL ABOARD FOR
TOMORROW

NMRA President
Gordy Robinson, MMR®

IN THIS ISSUE:

fm sure we are all
upcoming Staton No. VT National Convertion
in Detroit, Michigar

we dont just gain new members; we enrich

of the due date of this column. For me, itwil
be the first time my young family has joined
me at the National Convention. With over 30

the very fabric of
ensure its vibrancy for years to come.

Lets be clear about the immense benefits of

percent of
40,1 know | am not alone In having a young

imply put, families
represent our future. Children introduced

tay are our Master
s

that Without
younger enthusiast;
P andthe
Invaluable knowledge and passion held by
“felong beinglost.
ooy anit ruy s Many of s bogan our
stered
by paren, grancparent o famly menu skils, and interests. Children often possess
That spark an inspire
new layout 3 a
of o Parents,
H forthis jth their unigque Insights into
organization to truly:
future, we must ensure that
the next floor buzzing with the
fugrer ot new layout

that families feel not just tgenuinel

cumc project Familyinvovement ostrs.a

Consider modern family i

fties, and
anendiess array ofdgtal distractions, For

o beyond image of
P

family to commit
needs to be engaging, accessible, and er
a clear sense of belonging. While we excel
at

(Sclence, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematcs) educator n dsguse From |
pec

1o cater

Pplying —huﬂdwg to

to a familles?

Kissues,
wealth of practical learning opportunities. When
engaged as a family, these learning experiences
become shared adventures, strengthening
bonds and creating lasting memories.
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Gt Priest Patrick Grace

(etoria) @) HilsCountry

Gy nspoction andIght maintanance run

@ Tooicar

(editorial)

(52) NMRABulletin

@ waicar

Reader Fascback Canmarcnand

The Peter Becker
= Community Rairoad
Joemorrs

@ comTrack nspection Car #105

@ viaking a custom
ChainLinkFence
aumi

EthanBernsien

(@ puseoroce

Achievemant Program

(9 club car

Upcoming Events

Why Standards Matter: @
Conformance Testing
of DCC Decoders

5) National Retaller Listing
and Advertiser Index

@ wistoryina cick

Il Coal Hopper N Scale

« Alwsoss nprondouse

naPanre e
ot g oot huc
during fionera

 Numbar 9630 pulsalocal reignt
pastthe varcs Brewing Company
inthe miing town of Lowry. .
ry Coal Co ntorcnango s
rocty n front of he brovery.

10

+ The Lowry Goal Company
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The current layout room measures 18%:x22
feet with a 6¥x12-foot work room,

Our layout is a folded dog bone with an up-and-over
double-tracked main ine (DC and DCC) with passing

The Industries serviced along the main ine are the
Lowry Coal Company and the industrial park, which

Nos.1and 4,and the Union Crane and Shovel Co.

measuring 4x13 feet for the engine terminal. A lower-

The
largest project on our list i the river gorge and
ain

the main fine. The (DCC) narrow gauge double 1oop.
cross-over rack

loop tracks. The turning wye also requires attention.

of the
larger main ine dog one menineuls T rban ey
line connects a local rall station with the main town.

thisarea

Electrical projects Include constructing the turntable

anel The passenger and reight ard emporary

The layout models 19405 0 1960),

replacement,
lights along the ladder tracks.

onthe Reading Pernsyaria, Lerign Valey and other
eastern roads of the

structures, road \mrastmcmm trucks, o amumnmcs
oot e

entrelayout. Pelessproecton must b nstaled whre
ings, and

1 th0 i Ineeacing 1 angine ermina

selook o ho utur,we hapo o opportunles o sare

main passenger station, and food processing faclltes.
P m 105-foot turntabe,

ourp

d water

infrastructure, plus separate diesel shops. The main

passenger terminal accommodates four ful-length

passenger trains and an engine storage track. Eight freight
afreight

elgf
ine storage capacty. Adacent o the enginetermina

district for dain

your visit
G commmuiy i oo aways xcion owsleome
new faces and share our passion for model raiiroading.

o learn more about the Peter Becker Community, please
visit our website at wwwpeterbeckercommunity.com.

11
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MAIL CAR:
READER FEEDBACK.

editor@nmra.org

TOOL CAR JUNE 2025

Jack Hamilt “Tool Car* on

STORING SMALL PARTS

about

+ Duis aute ure dolor i regrenanderi
Involuptte el esse il dokore

RAM PRODUCTS ENDS PRODUCTION
After 50 years, we have decided to end production.

1,100, Inherited 1

track tools. One was a Rail Chief, as Jack discusses, but
1 i not get the “punch-down’” part of the tool. I may

tsof
envelopes left over from the Quick Link days that are
easly used and labeled, along with stacks of clear plastic

iine:
100 R/C products and 100 Ram Track model railroad

 Duis aute ure colorin
reprehenderiti voupiate

+ Dus ute rure coorin
reprenendert nvaluptate

N MEMORIAN: RICK HATTON

We regret to announce the passing of Rick

Hatton, our dedicated Niagara Frontier Region

Achievement Program Manager, who passed away
!

fern. Over 300,000 of

aril
guide when hand-laying track to pre-dril ties. The tool

things. The best

able to capture
with my camera (see photo). Another brass track tool
linherited —luseitt

Inmy machine
shop, | have used tuna cans for years, but the small
K

rals. Ihave

for tweezers or

astash of U-fork pins somewhere; 1 il need to find

them and use them on my layout. Thanks for the tip!
Jack also mentions the "pry-bar devices” in

his recently acquired Multl-Tool Kt | have a slew

Lastly,the finger saw s unique, ke ! | have had
2 Japanese “flush-cut saw” for many decades. These.
saws have no set on the teeth, and cut by puling. They
are amustin any wood craftsmans toolbox. But | ke
the curve and the finger hole — even more useful
“Thank you, Jack Hamilton, for keeping us modelers
up-to-date on clever tools to Improve our modeiing!

— RobertHoenes Markta,Georga, Pledmont Dision

Thanks for the input and comments on Tool Car.
Since the Rl Chief tool lacks Instructions,
urmise that users did in

find they make a bett

and quicker cut

oe

understand the
f ltems they bring to the market,
ritical parts has alway
it we canit finda unc
into that

envelopes and clear piast
‘e envelopes to hold a number of

muffin tins or plastic
tray thatincludes a sealing

small piece of dou

and have used , with success, for m:
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ation
set
inmy case, it
tmetal and

snaly vowed ] woul someciy crests the same,

Responding to my enthusiasm, our
where a numl
motives gleamed in their
Jid hardly belleve tha
ford such mar

eekin wuv ana fncing 8 rain
oly o
tlights and showc:

the lteratre
size, complexity, an

AUGUST 2025

of 70,

over 2000 sdsthatwe p\aced T modelmagasines

Rick
commumry, whose passion and commitment to

tnocountry nerawe displayed our products. But the,
industry has changed. There are very few "bullders”
Who need to add accessories to models they have buit.
Demand has slowed down, and o have our Staff.

thovesa countiess navials. Ho was  doved
companion to Sharon Beaumont for over 40 years,
aloving father to Ko, st cnersheq family
member to his brothers, nleces, and nephews.

It

in Woodstock, I

o
he mentored. Our thoughts are with Sharon,

and parts.

aall friend

in 5, donal memory of Richard

Iwant
and cstomare who have comrbuted t our
success over the years. I the famous words of

the Heart &
Stroke Foundation wouid be appreciated by the family.
Rest in peace, Rick. Thank you for

to our communty.

‘country: “fm pretty tirec; |
Andjust ike that, his running days were over.
— Ralpn Warner, RAM Producs

decades. Although | enjoy every part of the magazine, my

fesof "

the serl
Wattoartcles. | do ol grasp nem al, bt ey
do explain toda)

rdike
Jim Zinser, MMIR®, for allhis fine work What a great

isastrong neroperable fuure for the hobby.

always informative, well-written, and fun to read!
I really miss this section and hope.
‘someone will pick up the mantle

Wi D, Nathanson, Former President, Hudson

article by Andy
Zimerarmmen o the RMRA Conforroancs Warrert wes
tome, avery effective way of driving home the critical
importance of our organization in developing, enhancing,
educating,promoting.and sharing standarcs o that

together
Ahough s are ot e “siny cbjcts tnt atract
people to the hobby — running trains are that — standar
o contormaneo aro rosponstle for te cries, worta
Many thanks to those who make this possible:
and to the NMRA Magazine for publishing this.

— Jim Dok Marknam, Oark, Canada
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AUSTRALASIAN REGION:

DIV 2 AUSTRALIAN
CAPITAL TERRITORY

W T
al Australia

othe hol manded layou
time better than the previous

reek layout w

cusof a o

managedsi
monthly

gnificant factor in
el pans An e (antwhat s hopect o 9o final)
move meant the demoitior K
1 for “model ral
betr
ant a big conversion of the entire &
b 1o DCC I readins fo th finale-— e a

Achievement Program certificates along the way.
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d
in bulding cars to
jid a small

B TR
an MMRKind of |
Zei

ned. It resulted from p
acontest.Im thankful it s p

3 lonBarnes M

d Engineer - Civl
— Structur
+ Master Bulder - Cars
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Tradeshow Collateral Overview

Tradeshow Wall

NATI®ONAL
M@DEL RAILR®AD
ASSOCIATION

Local Divisional
Meetup s

Liability Insurance
for Event s

National & Regional
Conventions

Partnership
Discount s

NMRA
Annual Calendar

Achievemen t

Your portal to NAMRA
more fun in scale
model railroading.

www.nmra.org www.nmra.org

Tradeshow Tablecloth Tradeshow Pull-up Banner
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FILE FORMATS

Sending the correct file format to an outside company or
vendor is key in maintaining quality and brand integrity.
Each file type has a specific use and application.

Vector Art ee @

Vector art has unlimited resolution at any scale and should be
used by default for your brand in almost all applications. These
file formats may appear as .ai, .eps, .dwg, or .pdf if correctly
exported by the artist. Vector-based files can infinitely

scale and are best for high-resolution applications. Provide
vector art to vendors such as other designers, printers, sign
fabricators, publications, and embroiderers, for example.

tif e® @

If a rasterized file must be sent, use a TIFF (Tagged
Image File Format) at 350 to 250 dpi at 100% of the
final scale. TIFF is primarily designed for raster data

interchange, 4-color printing of photographic images.

Provide this to magazines or professional printers for

images or if they cannot accept vector art of the logo.

T2 ppiis appropriate for web and screen
applications of the brand.

Qgif/png EE N

A GIF (Graphic Interchange Format) image employs
lossless data compression so that the file size of an
image may be reduced without degrading the visual
quality, provided the image can be rendered with only
256 colors. A comparable format with fewer technical
restrictions is the PNG (Portable Network Graphic).
Always use a PNG when dealing with transparencies.

NMRA Graphic Standards

jpg EEE

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) is a standard
method of compression for photographic images, and
as such should not be used or supplied to anyone for

replication of the brand, but rather for web images only.

In general, this compressed RGB, 72 ppi format should
never be used for printing as it lacks the proper color

spectrum for a CMYK printer to reproduce color correctly

and often is tendered at too low of a resolution.
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ARCHIVE
The NMRA identity system was designed in October 2025.

The design team for this identity project was led by Dale
Wallain with support from Tom Ahn, and Grady Bell.

HELP

Should you have any problems with the file
formats, graphic standards, or questions about
exceptions to these rules, please contact FODA.

FODA

701 Tillery St, Suite A-14
Austin, TX 78702

512 615 2776
fodastudio.com

team@fodastudio.com
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