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Australasian Region—Duncan Cabassi
Sinnamon Park, QLD, Australia 
M: +61 0424 844 807
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Jonathan Small, MMR® 
Millfield, Vyner Road North, Bidston Hill
Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7PZ
United Kingdom +44 7976 636592
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org

Lone Star Region—Donna Orr               
2625 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Rockwall, TX 75087
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (972) 342-8598   

Mid-Central Region—David Neff
5479 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Willoughby, OH 44094
H: (440) 269-1229 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region — Brad Slone MMR®

PO Box 313 
Dixon, MO 65459.  
H: (573) 308 7144
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Scott Unger
115 S 22nd Street
Allentown, PA 18104-6400
C: (610) 462-0756
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bob McGeever
309 W Randolph St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
H: (608) 873-4529  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Gerald Arends
165 Eighth Ave
Kitchener, ON, N2C1S5, Canada
(226) 476-1801  e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—Richard (Rich) 
Mahaney; 316 Arnstrom Drive
PO Box 265, Gobles, MI 49055
H: (269) 214-4221 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 10/14/2023

Northeastern Region—Ed O’Rourke, MMR®

5193 Pointe East Drive
Jamesville, NY 13078
H: (315) 247-0494 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Frank Markovich, MMR®

1904 Chula Vista Dr.
Belmont, CA  94002-3622
H: (408) 505-2727 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jeff  Herrmann
PO Box 1012
Rathdrum, ID 83858
H: (714) 651-3903 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Pat Raymer
2655 El Caminito
La Crescenta, CA 91214
H: (818) 957-7351 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Lowell Didas
4894 S. Forest Circle
Taylorsville, UT 84129
(801) 759-7829. e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Roy Masterson
3502 Glendon Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4114
H: (423) 227-0334 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Gene Jameson
2557 Boyd Ave
Melbourne, FL 32935
C: (321) 432-5483E
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region— Art Suel
14500 Alabama Ave 
Savage, MN 55378
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

NMRA Canada President—Ed Molenkamp
Edmonton Alberta T5M 2M9 
e-mail: presca@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

e-mail: hq@nmra.org
Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)

Mail: P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869
e-mail: hq@nmra.org

Library - 
423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Michael Hohn, MMR®

Morgantown, WV 26501-4535
(304) 296-6303
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
John Stevens
Tyrone, GA 30290
H: (770) 632-0753 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department 
Manager —
Gert “Speed” Muller
Murphy, TX 75094-3524 
(469) 345-0022 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: (801) 613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer Zambri
Somerset, NJ 08873 C: (732) 609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings & Trade Show Department 
Manager — Ed Slintak
Redwood City, CA 94062
(650) 333-0848
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Riley Triggs 
Austin, TX 78704 H: (512) 636-3521
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Standards & Conformance Department
Manager — Andy Zimmerman 
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2024 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Long Beach, California August 4 – 11, 2024 (https://surfliner2024.org/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CeRtifiCAte RePoRt 
JANuARy 2024
GoldeN SPike

Northeastern Region
Paul St.Martin, Marshfield, Massachusetts

Pacific Northwest Region
Ken Levine, Steilacoom, Washington

Sunshine Region
James Cameron, Cape Coral, Florida

MASteR BuildeR - CARS

Mid-Continent Region
Greg Gramlich, Wentzville, Missouri

MASteR BuildeR - StRuCtuReS

Lone Star Region
Steven Jackobs, Austin, Texas

Pacific Southwest Region
Richard Hock, Cypress, California

MASteR BuildeR - SCeNeRy

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Summers, Marion, Iowa

MASteR BuildeR - PRototyPe ModelS

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Summers, Marion, Iowa

Model RAilRoAd eNGiNeeR - Civil

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Summers, Marion, Iowa

Model RAilRoAd eNGiNeeR - 
eleCtRiCAl

Mid-Central Region
Jerry Doyle, Huntington, West Virginia

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Summers, Marion, Iowa

Pacific Southwest Region
Chuck Molnar, Del Mar, California
John Vavra, Escondido, California

Sunshine Region
Richard Segall, Hawthorne, Florida

Chief diSPAtCheR

Mid-Continent Region
Todd Summers, Marion, Iowa

Northeastern Region
Douglas Chadwick, Rutherford, New Jersey

ASSoCiAtioN offiCiAl

Mid-Continent Region
Robert Perkins, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Todd Peterson, Minden, Nebraska

ASSoCiAtioN voluNteeR

Lone Star Region
Cliff  Cheeseman, Pasadena, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Greg Gramlich, Wentzville, Missouri

Midwest Region
Precilla Roderick, Greenwood, Indiana

Niagara Frontier Region
Andrew MacVie, Clarence, New York

Northeastern Region
John Becker, Victor, New York
Jack Lutz, Hermon, Maine

Model RAilRoAd AuthoR

Mid-Continent Region
William Scheerer, Lees Summit, Missouri

Rocky Mountain Region
Lowell Didas, Taylorsville, Utah

AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region AP man-
ager. If  you still have questions, contact 
Frank Koch at achiev@nmra.org.

An unprecedented 4th printing!

Order by Web: www.nmra.org  
Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384  
Phone: (423) 892-2846  Fax: (423) 899-4869

National Model
Railroad
Association®

We make it more fun!

IT’S BACK.
AGAIN.
You can’t keep a good book 
down.  So the late Dean 
Freytag’s classic book about the 
steel industry has been reprinted 
for a fourth time.  

Known as the NMRA’s “Man of 
Steel,” Freytag fills 165 pages 
of this hardcover book with 
everything you need to know 
to understand this fascinating 
industry and the modeling of it.

Like the previous two, this 
printing features a forward by 
Freytag himself.

Don’t miss this opportunity to own 
a modeling classic and one of the 
most popular books the NMRA’s 
Kalmbach Memorial Library has 
ever published.  Because there 
may not be another chance.

$6500
Non-Members

$4700
NMRA Members
Plus $6.95 U.S. shipping.  Inquire about international 
delivery.  All funds in U.S. dollars.  V, MC, AMEX & 

DISC accepted.  TN residents must add 9.25% sales 
tax.  Dealer inquiries welcome.

Steel Book ad
1/2-page 4C

Leone
3/31/16
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MMR EARNED

BRiAN feRRiS
eARNS 

MASteR Model RAilRoAdeR® #751 

Trains have always been part of  
my life. I grew up on the coast of  

Washington State, next to a mostly ne-
glected Northern Pacific Railroad branch 
line. I remember running trackside with 
the neighborhood kids to greet the three-
times-a-week, slow-moving local when it 
passed. My brother Dean and I were im-
mersed into model railroading practically 
at birth as our older cousins housed their 
Lionel layout in our home because they 
didn’t have sufficient room in theirs. As 
a result, I can’t remember a time when I 
was not around a layout. As we became 
older, my brother and I began building 
separate small HO layouts and later com-
bined forces to build a shared layout dur-
ing our teens. Dean eventually switched 
to N-scale and has become a very skilled 
modeler with his Oregon Joint Line. 

His layout was a headlined feature at the 
2023 NMRA National Convention in, 
Grapevine (Dallas), Texas.

I have continued to model in HO 
and have built several layouts in adult-
hood. I have always favored Northwest 
prototype railroads. My current HO-scale 
Port Townsend Southern is a modernized 
version of  a historical railroad that exist-
ed more than 100 years ago in Thurston 
County, Washington. My interpretation 
has it as a 1950s-era Northern Pacific 
subsidiary featuring Northern Pacific, 
Union Pacific, Great Northern, and 
Milwaukee Road trains. The layout oc-
cupies a 15x26-foot room with a staging 
yard and an industrial area located in the 
adjacent garage.

Years ago, I discovered operations 
and have greatly enjoyed that part of  
the hobby. My current layout has regu-
larly participated in the annual OlyOps 
operations day and biennial SoundRail 
operations weekend. I find this part of  

the hobby to be a lot of  fun, and I have 
learned much about operations over the 
years. There is nothing better than work-
ing with a team of  other folks to run 
trains like the “real thing.” Because of  my 
interest in operations, I tended to focus 
on that aspect of  the hobby without put-
ting much effort into detailed modeling.

I joined the NMRA in 2004 and 
attended several Region and National 
Conventions. At these events, I was ex-
posed to modeling techniques I applied 
to my layout over time. In 2014, several 
NMRA officials, including Jack Hamilton, 
MMR®, and Ed Liesse, visited my layout 
as part of  a local tour. They announced 
they were evaluating area layouts for 
the Achievement Program (AP). At the 
time, I was unfamiliar with the AP, but 
several weeks later, I was pleased to re-
ceive awards for Master Builder–Scenery, 
Model Railroad Engineer–Electrical, and 
Association Volunteer. After further re-
searching, I found I could document my 
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operations experience along with the 
other requirements to qualify for Chief  
Dispatcher. With these certificates ac-
complished, I contemplated becoming 
a Master Model Railroader® (MMR®). 
However, after reviewing the daunting 
requirements of  some of  the other cat-
egories, I thought there would be little 
chance I could ever obtain additional 
certificates, especially while working 
in a demanding career in Information 
Technology for county government in 
Olympia, Washington. 

Olympia is fortunate to have a strong 
local model railroad community with 
some tremendous modelers and layouts in 
a small geographic area. For many years, 
I have assisted with the local Olympia 
clinics and with scheduling operations 
events and open houses. Through my 
involvement in the Olympia clinic, I have 
developed long-term friendships with 
other members, including Greg Wright 
and Jim Younkins. Both of  these very 
skilled modelers achieved their MMRs 
and inspired me. Greg also encouraged 
me to pursue some of  the other AP cat-
egories despite having little experience 
in those areas.

In 2021, I retired, providing more 
modeling and volunteering time. I had 
the capacity to help coordinate operat-
ing sessions for the 2022 SoundRail and 
the 2023 PNR Region Convention and 
also to volunteer at the Pacific Northwest 
Railroad Archive (PNRA) in Burien, 
Washington. In addition, I have had time 
to tackle other parts of  the hobby that 
would challenge me and hopefully im-
prove my modeling skills. For instance, 
I tried hand-laying track as part of  my 
“Pandemic Peninsula” layout extension 
started during the COVID “shut-down.” 
As a part of  this project, I hand-laid some 
turnouts and a crossing, which, along 
with previously completed requirements, 
allowed me to qualify for Model Railroad 
Engineer–Civil.  

In 2022, I decided to pursue the 
Master Builder–Structures certificate. 
This certificate was intimidating as I 
had little experience with scratchbuild-
ing, which is required for this certificate. 
Based on the research of  my specific 
prototype, I built several custom struc-
tures, including five depots, a log loader, 
and other industries. Completing these 
structures added a unique flavor to my 
layout that better tells the story of  what 

I am modeling. I ended up enjoying this 
category and learned some new skills. 

After completing the Structures cer-
tificate, I needed only one more to obtain 
my MMR®. Of  the remaining possibili-
ties, I chose Motive Power. I modified 
and extensively detailed two steam lo-
comotives to match prototype photos, 
which met two of  the requirements for 
the certificate. The third requirement was 
to scratchbuild a locomotive. I was strug-
gling with what I could do to accomplish 
this task. One night at our local clinic 
meeting, Jim Younkins offered members 
some excess materials he had collected 
over the years. Included in Jim’s collec-
tion was a plan for a small Plymouth 
diesel, which I grabbed. I have always 
liked small one-off  industrial diesels, so I 
decided to build a model of  this “critter.” 
The project was a bit overwhelming, but 
I approached it by breaking the build into 
smaller achievable subassemblies. After 
several months of  effort, I had a com-
plete model. While building my “critter” 
was the most difficult project I attempted 
in pursuit of  a certificate, the step-by-step 
approach, along with the skills learned 
over the years in the AP, allowed me to 
complete it satisfactorily.

Model railroading is a rewarding hob-
by with so many areas to pursue, includ-
ing historical research, model-building, 
carpentry, electronics, painting, architec-
ture, operations, and scenery-building. 
The Achievement Program is an excellent 
way to push modelers to expand their 
knowledge, skills, and expertise. I would 
have never explored some of  these areas 
without this program and without the 
encouragement from Greg Wright, Jim 
Younkins, and Jack Hamilton, as well 
as others in our local model railroading 
community. The NMRA is a great organi-
zation for meeting others and improving 
skills in the various facets of  the hobby. 
I encourage others to get connected in 
their Division or Region and consider 
pursuing the MMR® award.

Certificates Earned 
Brian Ferris, MMR® #751

Master Builder – Motive Power
Master Builder – Structures
Master Builder – Scenery

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Chief Dispatcher
Association Volunteer

Meet a bunch of modelers 
in your backyard.

They meet here.

You live here.

When you're a National Model Railroad Association member, you're
never very far away from fellow model railroaders because you're auto-
matically a member of your local Division. There are over 150 of them
all across the country!  Some hold monthly or quarterly meetings. Some
sponsor swap meets. Some take tours to 
factories and prototype facilities. Some do it 
all and more.

But one thing they all have in common: they
like model railroads…and model railroaders.

Visit www.nmra.org to find your local Division.
Then meet up with some of your best friends,
right outside your door.

Scale Rails (1/3 page ad):

4.99"w X 5"h (square) 
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We make it even more fun.


