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Welcome! =4 dent’ S

s president of the National
Model Railroad Association,
its my pleasure to extend N
a warm welcome to our National NMRA President Mike Brestel
Convention and Train Show. For many
of you this will be your first opportunity to participate in these events, as well as your first chance
to see the NMRA’s monthly publication, SCALE RAILS. T hope you enjoy reading this issue, and
that you find the train show and related activities both fun and educational.

We sponsor our National Convention and Train Show every summer. The events are hosted
in a different city around the US. each year, which allows our members and others interested
in model railroading from all around the country eventually to have one of these activities held
near them.

Our 2009 Hartford Convention and Show have been planned and presented by NMRA
volunteers from around the country and around the world. The Hartford Host Committee has
been preparing for this week for over five years, and has worked with our National Meetings and
Trade Shows Department to make sure that you get a chance to see what the Hartford area has
to offer.

Our National Train Show showcases the latest products offered in the hobby and brings
together a wide variety of model railroad displays, dioramas, layouts, and “how-to” presentations
focusing on many of the skills we use to create the beautiful models and miniature worlds you will
be seeing. If it’s your first time seeing model railroading at this level, please don’t let it overwhelm
you. Remember that most of us started with a train set under the tree or something similar, and
if we can do it, so can you!

We encourage you to learn more about the NMRA and model railroading by visiting us at
our website, www.nmra.org. We also invite you to stop by our membership booth, located near
the show entrance, where you can learn more about the NMRA’s local, regional, and national
activities. In addition, the booth will be staffed by volunteers from the local area who are experts
on model railroading activity here in Hartford, Connecticut, and New England.

In closing, thanks for attending this year’s National Convention and Train Show. I hope
you'll enjoy visiting with us as much as we’ve enjoyed having you here!

Communications Director appointed

I’'m pleased to announce that Gerry Leone, MMR, has agreed to serve the NMRA as our
Communications Director. This newly created position is designed to help foster communications
within the NMRA, as well as monitor NMRA communications with the outside world.

Gerry’s been sending out eblasts to Division newsletter editors for the past four years as Deputy
Chair of the Membership Services Department, and last April he began a monthly NMRA Info
Net eblast to region presidents, giving them an overview of what's happening at NMRA National.
He plans to add division superintendents to this mailing in the near future. In addition, Gerry
will be overseeing many of the other communications generated by the NMRA.

Chances are you've already seen his work — he’s had over 30 articles published in the
model railroad press (including SCALE RAILS) in the last decade. Gerry is also editor of the
TLR’s Fusee, as well as PR Director for the region. He works as a creative director and writer
at a large Minneapolis advertising agency.

Membership: NMRA membership dues are $55 (U.S. currency) per year, of which $19 covers subscription
to the official publication, ScaLE RaiLs and NMRA Burrerin®. Address all membership applications, renew-
als, notices of non-receipt (issues that have been lost or delayed in the mail), or other business matters to the
headquarters office. Back issues of SCALE RAILS are available while supplies last from the Kalmbach Memorial
Library at Chattanooga — contact the library regarding availability and pricing.



