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Mid-Eastern Region
Thomas Griffiths, Howell, New Jersey

Midwest Region
David Leider, Prospect Heights, Illinois

Chief Dispatcher
Southeastern Region

H.M. Place, Hendersonville, North 
Carolina

Association Volunteer
Pacific Coast Region

Robert Pethoud, Fresno, California

Rocky Mountain Region
William Sedivec, Placitas, New Mexico

Southeastern Region
James Travis, Marietta, Georgia

NMRA AP Certificate Report
*Indicates first Certificate of  Achievement 

June 2010
Golden Spike

Mid-Continent Region
Wayne Castegnaro, Wamego, Kansas
Robert Spurgat, St. Joseph, Missouri

Midwest Region
Michael Hirvela, Waukegan, Illinois

Northeastern Region
Peter Catalano, Conception Bay, South, NFD
George Jarvis, Conception Bay, South, NFD

Master Builder — Motive Power
Midwest Region

Robert Wundrock, Verona, Wisconsin

Southeastern Region
Ronald Gough, Roswell, Georgia

Master Builder — Cars 
Lone Star Region

Steven Barkley, Beaumont, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Ryan Moats, Omaha, Nebraska

Master Builder — Structures
Mid-Continent Region

Allen Merta, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Mid-Eastern Region
Joseph Lofland, Cranberry Twp., Pennsylvania

Master Builder — Scenery
Mid-Continent Region

Wayne Castegnaro, Jr., Wamego, Kansas

Northeastern Region
Steve McMullin, Saint John, NB

Master Builder — Prototype 
Models

Pacific Northwest Region
Roger Nulton, Tacoma, Washington

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil
Region

Ken Jenkins, Basehor, Kansas

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Lone Star Region
Tom Browning, Dallas, Texas

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA BULLETIN

2010 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  • July, 11–18, 2010 • Info: • http://www.nmra75.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
2011—Sacramento, CA • 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA

Executive Department
Executive Director—Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: hq@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698 
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, 
FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Australasian Region—David Howarth
22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble  NSW  2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—John D Spratley (aka The 
TOAD)
30 Lower Whitelands; RADSTOCK; BA 3.3 JW. 
England / UK. 
H:(1761) 434246 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 8-1-10

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager 
— Henry Jordan, HLM (N)
3200 N. Leisure World Blvd #116
Silver Spring, MD 20906
O:(301) 598-0175 F:(301) 598-0176
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Howard Goodwin 
79 Cross Branches 
Acworth, GA 30101 
(770) 529-2103
e-mail: horn69@bellsouth.net 

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, Mn 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222  F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org 

Fund Raising Department Manager —
Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Roger Cason, MMR
410 Bayberry Ln, Jenner’s Pond, West Grove, PA  
19390
H: (610) 345-0901 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—Kenneth May
71 Buff  Cap Road, Tolland, CT 06084
H: (860) 872-3441  e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Ron Plies, MMR
921 11th St., P.O. Box 950, Fortuna, CA 95540
H: (707) 725-9063  e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Walt Huston
1210 141st Street E., Tacoma WA 98445
H: (253) 536-2043 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Ben Sevier
12793 War Horse Street, San Diego, CA 92129
H: (858) 538-9863 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini  
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Stan Seeds, MMR
14610 Highland Harbor Ct. Ft. Myers, FL 33908-
4938 (239)454-0972 
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org

MMR Earned

Floyd Brittian Earns MMR # 435

From Ground Zero to MMR 

I t seems that I have little in common with 
many of the previous 434 individuals 

earning their MMR with their lifetime in-
terest in all forms of railroading. Yes, early 
on a Lionel 027 train set was under the tree 
one Christmas morning. I recall later trad-
ing it for some S gauge and that for some 
HO rolling stock. All that remains from 
that era are four American Flyer cast metal 
tank cars, recently repainted and now on my 
layout as a weed spraying consist.

As life proceeded, along came school, 
employment, marriage, children, a job 
change, relocation, and many other diver-
sions with interest in model railroading at 
the bottom of things to do.

The interest was revived in the mid-
1980s, as life became more stable. A recently 
vacated upstairs bedroom attracted my at-

tention and with the approval of my spouse, 
a decision was made to try my hand at con-
structing a model railroad. 

It all sounded so simple. I was yet to dis-
cover just how steep the learning curve was 
to overcome. As I look back, each false start 
was a step up that curve. One of my major 
mistakes was not thinking things through, 
researching and planning far ahead of laying 
the first rail. I did not despair, and although 
it took a while, everything came together 
in the end.

For reasons I can’t recall, the Monon 
— a road I knew nothing about nor had 
ever researched — was selected as the basis 
of layout No. 1. At that time, Homasote 
was in vogue so it was my choice for a base, 
upon which I hand-laid track on wood ties 
using a Kadee rail spiker. You can visualize 
the results of what changing temperature 
and humidity did to it. Disaster would be 
a mild description. My second attempt did 
not turn out much better. It was evident 
that I had much to learn.

I built a new home in 1992, dedicating 
a 20x46-foot space in the lower level for 
my train room and built my third layout, 
again without proper research. A local un-
named model railroad guru looked it over 
and dubbed it a “spaghetti bowl.” He was 
correct; it had no beginning, no end, and 
no purpose.

I joined a local model railroad club, dis-
mantled my home layout, and sold much of 
my equipment. Another lesson was learned 
here: Never sell anything because you may 
regret it later. The club venture did not work 
out for me. I did learn, however, that the 
three things the previous layouts lacked 

Model Railroad Author
Rocky Mountain Region

William Tulley, Sheridan, Wyoming

Southeastern Region
Dr. Joseph J. Nichols, Atlanta, Georgia

MMR GROUP: All MMRs are invited 
to work with other MMRs by contacting 
Rick Shoup, MMR, at ricshoup@verizon.
net.	

If you have questions about the AP 
program or requirements, start with your 
local or Region AP manager. If you still have 
questions, contact Frank Koch at fjkoch@
hotmail.com. If you prefer to write, contact 
Frank at 4769 Silverwood Dr., Batavia, OH 
45103.
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Own a piece of railroad history with the

NMRA 75th Anniversary Commemorative painting.

To order yours, call NMRA Headquarters at 423-892-2846.

*Five numbered and signed publisher proofs and artist proof prints are also available for $200 each plus S&H.)  

In this specially commis-

sioned painting, “Inaugural

Summer of the Speedliner,”

renowned railroad artist

Larry Fisher has captured

a monumental moment in

railroading from a monu-

mental year...1935, the

founding year of the NMRA.

Now you can own a signed,

numbered print of this

magnificent painting for

just $150* plus shipping

and handling. Each print

has the 75th Anniversary

and Convention logos in the

right margin and is shrink

wrapped on foam core.

had to be incorporated in any new railroad 
endeavor.

So, I found myself with an empty base-
ment room and little equipment. I had to 
start over, having gained experience from 
previous mistakes. This time I did do my 
research, selecting a railroad in an area of the 
country I knew something about and de-
signed a point-to-point track plan based on 
prototypical railroad operations (ProRail). 
I also made the choice to move to a wireless 
DCC system for train control.

My new layout was to be the Midland 
Valley Railroad in Oklahoma. I used Lloyd 
E. Stagners’ book, Midland Valley Rails for 
Coal, Cattle & Crude (now out of print) 
and the photo archives of Charlie Winters 
as references. I was able to design a work-
able track plan reflecting the prototype. I 
also had decals made, which allowed me to 
paint the motive power in the correct color 
scheme. MV was essentially a flat river level 
road following the Arkansas River. Using 
hollow core doors as a surface, the bench-
work was constructed in about two weeks. 
This required considerably more time to 
create, but the work required to build the 
base for the new railroad earned my first six 
AP Certificates.

The spaghetti bowl commenter ap-
proved of my new approach and all is now 
well with the world. My compliments to 
those who theorized about moving proto-
typical operation to model form. Having 
had the opportunity to operate on many 
layouts in cities across the country and hav-
ing many of those same people operate the 
Midland Valley is an education in itself. The 
hobby has been good both to me and for 
me.

I suggest that anyone aspiring to earn 
their MMR that the two most difficult 
awards to earn are volunteer and author. 
Start on those early while building your 
layout because writing and volunteering 
will take some time. I failed to realize how 
much time those two categories would take 
and only after my layout was completed and 
judged did I decide to go for my MMR.

A slide show of my Midland Valley can 
be viewed at www.corbu.us/brittian as pho-
tographed and posted by Mike O’Brien of 
Pasadena, California.

Floyd has earned the following certifi-
cates: Master Builder–Cars, Master Builder–
Scenery, Master Builder–Structures, Master 
Builder–Prototype Model, Model Railroad 
Engineer–Electrical, Model Railroad 
Engineer –Civil, and Association Volunteer.
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2004	
19,798	

(302)	
-1.55%

June		
2009	

19,526	
30 		


0.15%

	
2008	

19,565	
(39)	

-0.20%
	

2007	
19,278	

248 	
1.27%

	
2004	

19,877	
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-1.80%

July		
2009	
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January	
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0.12%

Introducing the best deal 

in model railroading.

Join the NMRA for 6 months for just $9.95
*

!

Sign me up!

*Rail Pass offer is for new members and those who have not been NMRA members for two

years or more. Individuals can join at Rail Pass rates only once;membership renewal will be

at the regular membership rate. Rail Pass members can attend conventions and participate

in contests, but cannot vote or hold office and will not receive a New Member Pak.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (         )

Email

� Check � Credit card

Credit Card #

Credit Card Exp                            VIC Code______

Signature

� Have easy access to one of the world’s largest 

railroad libraries...which includes over 100,000

prototype photos, 6,000 books, and over 50,000 

modeling, prototype and historical society magazines

� Experience the fellowship and fun of getting modeling help and 

discussing the hobby with other members in your area

� Receive reduced rates on special insurance for your layout 

or collection

� Get admission to local model railroad meetings & events

� Receive 6 monthly issues of NMRAMagazine

� Have access to standards info and data

sheets

� Be a part of programs like 

“Modeling With The 

Masters,” the Pike Registry,

Estate Counseling, contests,

clinics, theAchievement 

Program and more!

So much bang.

So few bucks.

Visit www.nmra.org to

see what you’re missing!

Also
available in 
Canada!

Fill out this form and include your payment. U.S.: Send $9.95 (U.S.) to

NMRA-Rail Pass Membership, 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga,TN

37421-2119. Canada: Send $9.95 (Cdn) to NMRA-Canadian Rail Pass

Membership, 69 Schroder Cres., Guelph, ON  N1E 7B4, Canada.


