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HO Grech, Bob Western Pacific Railroad
Size: 10 x 12 Scenery: 100% Theme: Mining & Coal
Bob Grech’s Western Pacific layout is a prime example of how excellence can be achieved in a fairly small 
space.  Bob is modeling a freelance railroad set in the years 1935-37 that happens to use the name of the well-
know Western railroad. The primary commodities hauled by the railroad include coal and lumber, with the coal 
industry modeled from the mine to harbor-side loading facilities.  This HO scale layout occupies a 10’ x 12’ spare 
bedroom but packs a lot of intensely detailed scenery and structures into the space.  Almost all the structures 
are scratch-built of wood, have interior detailing and lighting, and reflect careful attention to weathering.  Several 
structures feature live sound and lighting effects, including a gun fight in the town saloon.  All track is hand-laid 
Code 83 and 70 on real wood ties.  Bob’s WP was the Third Place winner in MODEL RAILROADER’s 2006 Small 
Layout contest and was featured in the November issue that same year.

HO Julien, Don DJ&C Railroad
Size: 22 x 2 Scenery: 90% Theme: Mountain
Don’s railroad makes good use of a modest-size bedroom for this L-shaped layout.  The setting is a freelance 
mountain area with no specific time frame, allowing the use of both steam and diesel motive power. The track 
plan features a single track mainline running loop to loop.  Don converted dummy signals to operating signals 
using LEDs.  In addition to nice rockwork, the railroad features a clever hidden track within a viaduct to conceal 
part of the mainline which travels over itself at that point.  Control is conventional DC.  Don also uses a miniature 
camera car to view operations from the engineer’s vantage point.

HO Bingisser, Josef The Garage Fold-Up Line
Size: 20 x 18 Scenery: 90% Easy Access Theme: Union Pacific
This layout is housed in a two-car garage that is still used for the owner’s vehicles.  This is accomplished through 
a unique benchwork design which features folding sections that retract to within two feet of the walls, thus 
allowing full vehicle access.  The layout itself has two loops of track on the bottom level and one on the top plus 
staging areas.  The featured railroad is the Union Pacific set mostly in the 1940-1960 period.  The geography 
setting is freelanced.  Most locomotives feature sound and many of the buildings are detailed and illuminated.  A 
highlight of this layout is a large, scratch-built container ship and container crane.


